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To THE 


CONGREGATIONAL CHURCHES 


| N 
e 1 
| AT 3 
PROVIDENCE CHAPEL, in LONDON. 
and 42 


. 
Ricamond and WookiNG, in SURRY. 


Dearly beloved in the Lord Jeſus, and longed for in the 
bowels of Chrift—qwhom I love in the faith, and to 
whom the love of Chrift hath conflrained me to become 
a debtor —grace, mercy and peace be multiplied, through 
our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chrift. 


FT CHOSE to dedicate this little treatiſe to you, 
becauſe ſometimes thoſe providences which ap- - 
pear rather out of the common line, are hard nuts 
for a ſtaggering faith to crack: ſome of you have 
known me from the beginning, and have been eye- 
witneſſes of moſt of the facts which I am going to 
treat of—and if you will allow me to make an ho- 
RR 7 neſt 


iy DEDICATION. 


neſt confeſſion, my conſcience has often laſhed me 
for not keeping a diary, or rather minuting down 
the many conſpicuous. providences of God, which 
have appeared to me in times of trouble: but I, like 
an ungrateful rebel, refuſed. to obey the dictates 
of my own conſcience, as well as the precepts of 
God's word ; and now I have nothing to truſt to 
on this occafion but my own treacherous memory z 
unleſs the Lord is pleaſed to ſend the Comforter to 
me; and if he comes, he wilt bring all things to re- | 
membrance, whatever God Bak faid unto me, as the 
God of providence, ; 
I am ſure the earth is the Lord's, and the fulneſ 

| thereof, the world and all that is Ae ; all the catile 
of the forest are his, and fo are the flocks of a thouſand 
bills—yea, the corn, and the wine, the oil, the wool, and 
the flax; yea, and even the wicked geceiver, as well 
. as the deceived, are the Lord's; and it ĩs he that maketh 
one man pobr, and another rich; mat bringeth down 
and Heth up; and no man can adi to this fixed Aa- 
iure of God—whether the ture be in grace or in 
providence, | 

Tze battle (ſaith the wiſe man) is not to the Arong, 
nor the race to the feoift, nor bread to men of ſkill : the 
Weak are often ſeen to win the field, and the cripple 
to win the heavenly race; and even fools to aecumu- 
late the greateſt fortunes. Tbere is no adding a cubit 
fo this ature, even in the leaſt * | 
why take we thought for the 1 ? 


. 


* 


DFE DICAT ION. * 


I believe God never intended me to be à preachet 
to the rich, becauſe he has ever kept me dependent 
on his providence; and if I had been rich, I might 

have been tempted to truſt in uncertain riches 3" and 
I know well, that where the treaſure is, niert Will the: 
heart be alſo. It muſt be a hard raſk'to preachagainſt 
covetouſneſs, while the heart is a trading at the 
ſtocks. I fear this is the caſe with ſome who are 
called miniſters ; but fin always brings its own pu- 
viſhment along with it; ſuch can have no commu- 
nion with God, nor peace of conſcience; 8 is 
fin that ſeparateth between God and the ſoul. 

Nor have I any room to believe that — 
intended me for a preacher to pleaſe pbari ſers, becauſs 
he has for many years given me an humbling fight, 
and a deep ſenſe, of my own wrerched depravity 
fo that I date not place any confidence in'the'fleſh, 
nor even in the fruits of faith knowing that a ma 
can merit nothing, allowing that he were able to 
keep the whole law perfectiy Mum ye have don: all 
theſe” things ſay. *© Me are unprofitable” ſervants 3 "wo 
& have dont no: more than vas our duty m db. But I 
come | infinitely ſhort of | doing all; therefore can 


never boaſt of doing a part. I know that phariſees 
are very fond of a dry form of religion; but al- 
though God permitted me to uſe thoſe forms for 
many yeats, yet he never regarded them , nor -xemoved | 
the guilt of my fin, i in anſwer to them I there, to 
A 3 „EE lx A uſe 


3 
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uſe an Engliſh proverb, I tall never ſpeak well of that 
©  bridpe, becauſe it never bore me ſafe over the Aram. 


I know that God tells us 10 turn away from thoſe 


who have a form of godlineſs, but deny the potver thereof — 
and dry forms of devotion, uſed by people who deny 


the grace and Spirit of God, is no better than a ſtage 


| 5 for antichrift, a varniſb for ſepulckres (a), an apparel 


for barlots (b), a winding: ert for phariſees (c), a 
bribe of dead works put into the hands of an honeſt 


conſcience (d), a trading flock for blind guides (e), 


2 hb of bits to ftifle convition (J), a mungre! fer- 
vice offered to God and mammon (g), the mimicry of 


bypocrites (5), a flarting hole. to W 8 0. 


| and the fool's lf refuge. 

| God perminted me for many years to try what 
the form of deyotion would do for me; but like the 
poor woman in the goſpel, INTE ON 
ter : therefore I was obliged to lay it by, and 
the words of my mouth be the meditation of my beart. 8 
this way the Holy Ghoſt helped my infirmities; there- 
fore I myff preach up ſpiritual prayer ;—and as Chriſt 


a the eternal God, that hears and anſwers prayer. 


This is a ES Canaan — 


GN . 2. ; : (3) n. «> 
() If. xxx, 1. ( ) Heb. ix. 14. 
I. ki. 12. (F) Luke xv. 16. 
(e) Mart. vi. 24, (5) Matt. xv. 8. 
- - ©) Ia. zlii. 22. | 


the 


anſwered the Spirit's call, I myf preach up Jeſus* -- 


* f 
1 
* a 
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the Lord, and I hope through grace to take beed to 25 


and fulfil it. 
I believe God intended that I ſhould preach faith, 


becauſe he has kepr me dependent by faith on him- 


{elf both for ſpiritual and temporal ſupplies ; and I 


am perſuaded that he intended me for a miniſter to 
the ignorant and to the poor to the i ignorant, be- 
cauſe he ſent me to preach, and gave me many ſeals 


to my miniſtry, before 1 cauld read a, chapter, in the | 


bible with propriety ;—to, the poor, becauſe he ſent 


me without a penny in my pocket—therefare ; as. 3. 


miniſter of the poor I hope to magnify mine office. 


"The vanity of worldly wiſdom—the excellency of | 


divine knowledge—the uncertainty of worldly riches 


= 


appoi 


a © further convinces] me, of my b be 
7 „ 50 God for a preacher, to the poor is thi 
many ſeals of my minif y conkiſt chilly of 


ad 3 # 


propriety the language of the apoſtle, and ay, You © 


fee your calling, brethren, how that not mary wiſe men 
| after, the fleſh, not many mighty, not mam noble are call- 


ed: _ but God hath choſen the fooliſh things of the.warld #0 | 
confound the wiſe ; ene. 3 | 
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of the, world to confound the things that are mighty ; and 
baſe things of the world, and things which are &efpiſed 
bath God thoſen ; yea, and things which, are not, to bring 
5 nought 10 that are, A no e ſh Should —— 9 5 in bis 
| 1155 2 


„ - 


much like Nis own; for 1 vo man 2 Proye "Jeſus a a 
rich man after the fleſh, nor a "ſcholar after the fleſh, 
as! Tabetbt after the fleſh, nor a "biſhop after the, 
feſh. Ac 35 for the followers of his perſonal. mi 
viſtry, "they bi were poor; 5 for un the, poor” "the goſpel 10% 


preacied— and thoſe who. received the glad ridings | 
were Babes in kbowlecge 8e — —1 thank thee, 9 Faiher, Lord 


of begs th. and arth, Ret thu : hat hi theſe. things from 
2 921 10 9 prudent dent and tat revealed rem 4e 75 
575 10, for 8 it Fele gd i in thy } Fehr. Let 
W take alte the en quragement which | God has, 
af Fg EE ee cur. re ee We ons, 0 exen 
1 " ſervit F for eſus w among, met 8 
that Tefverh 1 . 15 a the En 3 g 
i + ur. fide” G% | the queſtioz let us evErmore, ; 
8885 fy glorious p partery. . 2s oe Re Se x 
"he Fit 85 my WII ting this Trek! is, ls 
ire" Steg temp ted 00 ene eve that God ta es no 
Wies of ber temporal concerns —As the thoughts 
of the Hlatfon of our Touls"y 1 near out hearts, and 
8 5s that is of \thE 1 greateſt importance,” we think God 
Lubber forget, Tha: but as as bob e our Private, concerns | 
= ew 5 (a) 1 Cor. xxvi. 9.48. 


an 
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in . we ſuppoſe that they are beneath his notice 
| and inſpection.— Ibis latter is a temptation. from 
| the devil, and ſuch 1 hope [ ſhall make it Apr in 
the following treatiſe, 

Another reaſon why I _ wrote * hogk, is, 
that the word of God abounds with many fimilar 
circumſtances of. he divine providence of God; 
ſuch as, changing the colour of Jacob! ; flocks and herds | 
—the, Lord making Abraham rich in ale eder 
the prophet by a raver—multiphing the widow? 247 oi], and 
meal—ſending. the apoſtles out. without. pirſe or rip. 
ferding ral i in the wilderneſs with Manua—a nd cutting. 
off by death that rich glutton, Nabal, in order, t9 fer. 
lieve poor hungry David —All thele. are lik ing in- | 
ſtances of God' $ tender regard for the Poor; of his Hock, | 0 

1 ſhall only treat of, what bath "occurred, 1 in dhe 
courſe of my own experience, of which things many | 
of you are living witneſſes ;. and may. God. bleſs, | 
the work for che encouragement of. his childrens? 
faith, 1 patience, and watchfulneſs 8. And to this end, 
£ by "that delcend to the moſt minute circumſtances, in 


9 


airs of thoſe who put their null in bim. ad : 
| ry | aware of the reproach that will be caſt upon - 
3 85 a work, as alſo upon the author; but this doth, 7 
in no wiſe Eovcem me; 1 only wiſh that 1. were 
as free. from every, fin, as # X am from the carnal , 

fear of man; I believe I ſhould then ſhortly preach. - 
up  finteſs perſt dlm. If we preachers, get. Proud, $5 5 
worldly, and lifeleſs, we e generally ger AP. diſctteem 


7 


Das 


«=. MEDICATION; 
with the moſt lively Chriſtians ; and if the preſence | | 
of God doth not keep up our reputation among thoſe 
righteous ones, we generally begin to undermine the 
reputation of others who, cleave cloſer to God than 
ourſelves, and endeavour to eftabliſh a character 
upon the ruins of other men's reputation ; and while 8 
we are carrying on this buſineſs, God ſets others to 
undermine our's—as you mete, ſo ſhall it be meaſured Te 
10 Ju again — This is God's BALANCE ;—and the > 4 

| _ wiſe man's appeal to conſcience is, Mo tale m heed 

wnto-all eyords that are ſpoken, left thou hear thy ſervants 

au thee for oftentimies alſo thine own heart knoweth 
that thou thyſelf likewiſe haſt curſed others (a). | 
The firſt little treatiſe which I wrote was con- 
demned by many, who at the ſame time never un- 
derftood it; but God bleſſed it to ſeveral ſouls, to W 
their happy deliverance; and if God ſets his eat | 
to it, we have no cauſe to look for the approbation 
of any other. When the Skeletons firſt appeared, the 
complaint was, that it was wrote in a bad ſpirit ;. 
that the divinity was tolerable, but the ſpirit. was bad. | 
—Sound divinity and zeal for God, flowing from. ry 4 
bad ſpirit, is like the old contradiction which we read 
of —Hew can Satan caft out Satan ? However, although | | 
_ there were many who condemned i it in private, yet | " 
1 rejoice; becauſe ſeveral of them plundered the =] 
very bowels of it to preach in public. I ſhould like IX 
do ſee à treatiſe upon the operations of the Holy 
1 Ghoft, - wrote OY ſome of thoſe who are infallible 5 


(e Ecol. vi, 2. | 
* | and C 


amd (hen I ſhould know, according to,their views, 


dictates of an evil ſpirit ; Ih kaply zbey be fam ee 


men, more than the things of God; and I know that 


DEDICATION. xi 


how far that bleſſed Spirit ought to go is his opera» 
tions, and where he ought to ſtep, according to a 
decree, I believe if Elijah was on earth; he would 
be loaded with as many reproaches of uncharitable« 
neſs as I have been: but why ſhould I wonder at 


this, when Chriſt himſelf was accuſed by the doctor 


of old, of. preaching and working under the influence 
of a bad ſpirit : They ſaid, that he caft out devils by Beth 
zebub the prince of the devil. I would caution” rhef 
infallible gentlemen, however, not to be too haſty in 
aſcribing a work which God owns and bleſſes, to the 


to fight again God the Holy Ghot: 1 much queſtion if 


| they are very well acquainted with that hleſſed Spi- 
in's tuit ion. ; for if they were, they would not talk at 
that rate. Natural affections are often miſtaken for 
the operations of the Spirit of God: but Chriſt 


ſharply rebuked Peter for ſavouring the things of 


all the affectiona of nature are contra - di ſtinguiſhed 
from the influences, or fruits, of the Spirit, by one 
who is an infallible judge. Tbat which is born of the 


freſh, is fia; and that which is born of the Spirit, is ſpi- 


= Ade vets PR Te muſt be born 
De new man muſt come forth, wil EI 
e ct) 
I own that natural affections are ſome of the bel 
rags of fallen nature; but as they are natural, they 
muſt Not be miſtaken for, nor coupled with the Holy 
| Ghoſt, 
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Ghoſt. Al mortality ſhall. be ſwallowed up of life, when 
he: who oV hath immortality ſhall appear: therefore 
make not that your celeſtial covering, which is to be 


no more than your grave deaths ; all theſe cloths nd 


naphins muſt be wrapt together by themſelves, when 
_ Chriſt myſtical ſhall awake and ſing: for we hope to 
be delivered from. the whole body of fin and deatb; be- 
cauſe it is under this due groan, being burdened. Some, 
indeed, have no brighter views of heaven than Ma- 
homet in his koran; 1 ſpeak this to tbeir ſhame—for 
ſome proſeſſors are ready to repeat the old inquiry, How 
are the dead raiſed ap! and with what crop of natu- 
ral aſſections do they come? To whom J anſwer, the 
old, or the natural grain muſt entirely die, that the 
new and ſpiritual harveſt may take place. Die ſeed 
ewhich thou. ſozweſt, Hot fog "not that EI be, 
but bare grain. 

Howęyer, God hath blefled Tas Skates to 
man) fouls, and that ſatisfies me. As for ſome men 
approving ot diſapproving of that work, it matters 
not ; for I find by hiſtory that the book of the Re- 


A velation, wrote by John the Divine, though it con- 
tains a certain and full prediction of all future events 
both in churches and ſtates, and a conciſe recapitu - 


lation of all paſt occurrences, was. refuſed almoſt un- 


verſally by infallible prelates in the primitive churches 


of Chriſt, (though Chriſt ſent- his angel to teſtify ir 
to them) being wiſe above what was written, though 
perhaps tog ignorant to underſtand the writing; 
therefore it was kent out of che church as uncano- 

nical. 
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DEDICATION itt. 
plcal.” The Epiſtle of Saint Jude too, appearing ſuck 


a foe to univerſal charity, as well as to ſpots in their 
feaſts of charity, and other counterfeit errors, end 


being expreflives of ſo much zeal and wartnth for i 


God's glory, was kept out of the church for many 
years; and the excuſe was as weighty as ſome in our 
days make againſt mine —it was wrote in a bad ſpirit ; 
and that he had quoted an unſeriptural expteſãon | 


alſo, namely, that of the devil contending for the body 


of Mofes ; which in my opinion ſeems ſeriptural 
enough to any diſcerning Chriſtian; for if the boch 
of Moſes is the offspring of Hagar, and figuratively the 
children of Jeruſalem, which are in bondage; and 
Feruſalem the deſolate, without God, and without an 2 
band, and her children without a father, theſe children 
are bond children under the law, and being under the law, 

are conſequently under the curſe. No wonder then if | 


the officer, the devil, accuſeth them to juſtice, and 


contends for this myſtical body of Moſes, when Moſeg 
himſelf accuſes them even before God, I hope theſe 
divines will ſhew me ſome lenity, although I may be 
of a bad ſpirit—becauſe I have not gone quite ſo far 
in the trial of Univerſal Charity as to execute him 


neither have I cut Agag in pieces, nor ſlain any of 


the prophets of Baal, as ſome have done, who were 
under the immediate inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, 
But although I had, it would have been no crime, 
ſeeing God himſelf is a ſwift witncſs againſt ſorcerers. 

My firſt pamphlet being condemned as nonſenſe, 
and the ſecond as the product of a bad ſpirit, ſo this 
A = wll 


& 2x8 þ © . 
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of ſeif—more eſpecially as I treat only of the kind 


prgpidences which have occurred in the courſe of 


my own experience. However, I.hope to reſt ſa- 
tisfied till the great day arrives, when God will make 
manifeſt the ſecrets of the heart, and ſhew whom he 
approves, and whom not; and then it will be ſeen, 
that neither wniverſal charity, nor natural affeftions, ſhall 
de found among all the redeemed of God; for it is 
not ſaid that natural affections ſhall be all, but that 
God ſhall be all in all. 

As for the kind adviee which _ of you have 
given me, I thank you for it, and can bear with your 
weakneſs; knowing that I ſpake as a child, thought as 
a child, and underflood as a child; but when I became a 
man, I put array childiſh things. I have no notion of 
getting a renowned preacher to preface any of my 
poor ſcribbling : it appears, in my opinion, too much 
like. the Salanic art of puffing at an auftion.— The 
fewer of human inventions the better in divine things; 

befides, I believe that many precious miniſters of 
Jeſus have in their young days put prefaces to com- 
mentators and other works, juſt to pleaſe a bookſel- 
ler, who, when poſſeſſed of a riper judgment, were 
aſhamed of the doctrines which they had formerly 
recommended to others: yea, ſome who I hear have 
condemned my book, have wrote prefaces to works 
now in my poſſeſſion, out of which I defy all the 
maſters of arts in Chriſtendom to diſtill one thimble- 
* of evangelical divinity, excluſive of the no 
( | NAME 


#8. * 
* 
. 
6 28 


will poſſibly be condemned as favouring too much 


„„ 
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NAMz or Gop.—Upon this principle I do not de- 
fire any good man to expoſe his judgment to con- 
tempt, by puffing off my abilities, as I have not a 
ſingle doubt but kind Providence will defray my ex- 


pences at the preſs, as long as God intends that I 


ſhould: write any thing for him; and when this cruſe 
of oil fails, you will hear no more of me from the 
printer. Befide,-if I was inclined to beg or cringe | 
for a preface, I have no ſuch tip-top miniſters to go 
to; for Lfind by bleſſed experience, that I can creep 
into the very boſom of my dear Redeemer with more caſe 
than I can touch the robes of a dignified clergyman. 


J have ſometimes indeed been admitted into the pul- 


pits of ſome of theſe great men; but if the power of 
God has been preſent to heal, and the people have 
been happy under me, I have been admitted there 
no more. 
lam informed that it is common among horſes 
jockies to cry a horſe down, if his heels are too light: 
this cuſtaga may well become the turf, but it ill be- 
comes the pulpit. However, God has given me 4 


pulpit of my own, To I have no cauſe to borrow 
and this fulfils an antient promiſe once applied to my 


ſoul with power, even from God himſclf—rhau fas 
lend to many, but borrow of none. | 
I chuſe that my doctrine and reputation ſhould ö 
ſtand and fall together —It ſhall never be the coal- 
heaver and Co.— All that I preach or write that is 
divine, God himſelf taught me; for I never learned 
it of man, nor did I bring any of it into the world 


* 
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with me: therefore it is not my own, except the er- 
rors ; for 1 bave nothing, nor am nothing by nature 
but fin.—Of courſe,” I think it my duty to be faith- 
fol in delivering what I have received to the benefit 
of others; and to be laborious, watchful, and faith- 
ful over thoſe whom God bath committed to my 
e 5 1 

How large this wok will ſwell, I know not ; but 
Lam determined to write all the circumſtances of 
God's providence, "which he ſhall be pleafel to bring 
tomy mind—and let, his kind providence ſhine to 
his own honour, and to the comfort of his poor flock, 
Who are obliged to truſt in him, or ſtarve, —O blefſed 
object, worthy of all truſt! 

1 doubr, reader, we ſhall give a ſeeoad offence for 
chatting ſo long together by way of preface ; ca- 
villers will be ready to ſay, that we are life children 
in the market- Place, calling to their fellows ; therefore 
we had better part than give any offence to them. 
"Good. morning to you, Mr, Parſon ; God bleſs 
Jour: © g 
Ss thank thee, Chriſtian but 1 beſeech thee not 


do put any titles or compliments upon me; give them 


to thoſe who can make a meal of them; but coal- 
-heaving is hard work, and coal-heavers require ber- 
ter food than compliments. 
*; Real, fare thee well. 


Thine to ſerve in the bn of. Chriſt, 
W. Hi 
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HEN I was about ſeven years of age, L 
heard a perſon ſay, that“ God took notice. 
& of chilgren' $ fins.” The wonderful workings of 


my mind upon theſe words, I ſhall not at preſent 
deſcant on; neither ſhall I mention the many trials 
I underwent at the bar of my own conſcience while, 4 


the impreſſion dwelt on my mind.—I alſo remember 
to have once heard a perſon ſay, . that all things, 
i were poſſible with God; which words I ſecretly 
treaſured up and pondered in my heart; and as T. 


had a great defire at that time to live in the capacity. © 


of an errand-boy, with a certain gentleman in the 


B | place, 


+. 
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place, being very poorly brought up, and knowing 
much the want of the common neceſſaries of life; 
it came to my mind, that if all things were poſſible 
« with God,” it was alſo poſfible for him to ſend me 
to live as a ſervant-boy with *Squire C—ke ; though 
at the ſame time he had a boy who I believed was 
well approved of, Notwithſtanding this laſt cir- 
cumſtance, I privately aſked God, in an extempore 
way, to give me that boy's place; and made many 
promiſes how good I would be, if he granted rhe this 
requeſt; and for many days I privately begged of 
God this favour, which nobody knew but God and 
myſelf, till now I relate it. I believe I went on in 
this way of praying, fometimes under a hedge, or 
on my bed, for a week or two; and I thought if God 
granted me this favour, I ſhould know whether all 
things were poſſible with him, or not. Having pray- 
ed for many days, and finding no likelihood of an 


0 anſwer, I readily concluded that there was no God; 


and therefore I had no cauſe to be ſo afraid of ſin- 
ning, nor had I any occafion to pray to hinfiny more. 
Accordingly J left off praying for ſome time, and 
then began again, till at laſt J left off entirely, Some 
few days after this, there came a man to my father's 
houſe, and ſaid, William, Squire C—ke wants a 


e boy: why don't you go after the place?“ I anſwer- 


ed, John D lives there.“ He anſwered, * No; 
* he is turned away.” I aſked for what? He re- 
plied, * Old Maſter Coly, the oyſter- man, went there 

| Sf a few 
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* a few days ago, to carry ſome oyſters, and while 
© the old man was gone with a meaſure of them into 
* the houſe, the boy robbed the pads, as they hung 
on the horſe, which was tied up at the gate, and 
5 the miſtreſs ſaw him, and diſcharged him for it.“ 
The compunction which I felt the thoughts that 
I had—the various workings of my mind—the. pro- 
miſes I made, and the petitions I put up as I went 
after rhe place, I chuſe to conceal ; for I think they. 
would hardly be credited, conſidering I was no more 
at this time than eight years old. However, 1 got 
the place, to my aſtoniſhment, and the bargain was 
ſtruck at twenty ſhillings per anmm; and for many 
days and weeks an uncommon impreſſion about the 
power of God lay freſh on my mind. But ſoon after 
this, an uncommon temptation brought me to believe 
that there was no God, and if there was, he took no 
notice of ſuch creatures as we are, or of any of our 
. affairs. —I deemed it a chance that I got the place, 
ſo I imagiged that I had no occafion to pray, or to 
pay the vows which I had made.—This temptation 
made a ſufficient breach for me to creep out at, and 
preved an aweful inlet to vice and vanity, which I 
for ſome months accordingly gave a looſe to: but 
ſoon after, I offended my maſter, was diſcharged from 
my ſervitude, and went home as deeply ſtung with 
guilt for my folly, as I had been before lifted up at 
the fight of God's mercy. . 
B 2 | "His by 
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After this period, I had ſharp work in my con- 


ſcience for ſome years, at certain times, but was ſtill 


purſued with deiſtical principles that God took no 
notice of our proceedings ;—till at laſt it appeared 
rather fixed in my mind, and inſenſibility and ſtupor 
, nathrally followed. Now it was that I gorwholly 
out of all fear of God, or thoughts of futurity, and 
very ſoon learned · to dance, which is juſt as ſervice- 
able a'net as devils could invent, or frail mortals 
drop into. However, God put a ſtop to this, by - 
laying a fit of ſick neſs on my tabernacle, "which J 
had never been afflicted with before. I laboured 
hard, rather than ſubmit ro go to the bed, and made a 
ſhift to keep about my buſineſs as long as I was able 
to move a limb: but at laſt I was forced to yield. 
Then my conſcience began to do its office, and the 
wrath of God-to alarm me, ſo that I was fully con- 
vinced God took notice of my conduct in this life, and 
"would reckon with me for it in the next. I lay i in 
this ſtare of mind, until J had an earneſt#f damnas- 
tion in my heart; and I had not a ſingle doubt of 
my portion in everlaſting burnings, if I died in that 


- ſtate, —God brought me ſo nigh the end of all fleſh, 


that the rattles of death ſtopped my breath rwice,— 
tried to fly from death, and got out of the bed to 


run away, but could not; for I fell on the floor, 
andi there I lay till my fellow-ſervants found me, and 


put me into bed again by force. And foon after I * 
beard one of the maids ſay, „ Poor W um, will 
die;“ 


* 


3 
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« die;“ © Yea,” ſaid the other, © Do&or Wilſon 
© has given him over :”—they knew not that I heard 
them. I tried again to fly from death, but I found 
I could not. So I began to whiſper a prayer to 
God, which conſcience would not allow me to do 


before. And as I began to pray, I gathered ſtrengu, 


and in leſs than a month I was out of doors. I qui 
ted my ſervitude, went home to ngy parents to ga 

ther ſtrength, and never danced any. more, from that 
hour to this. Soon after I got well, I was informed 
one Squire P——], of Charren in Kent, wanted a 
ſervant. I went after the place, and took courage 
to aſk of God the favour of ſucceſs, as he had been 
pleaſed to puniſh me for my paſt folly, and brought 
me to believe that I had highly offended him. 1 
went under a hedge, and put up a ſolemn prayer to 

him, to give me ſucceſs in my journey, and make me 
an object of his care for the future: and I cut a ſtick - 

half through, and bent it down in the hedge; which 
I promiſed to look at, at my return, and render 
praiſe to God, if he granted me this favour. Some 
what like poor Jacob, in his trouble, wwhen he _ | 


the pillar, by pouring a little oil upon the top of it; 


promiſing, if God would keep him, ' then he ſhould be 5 ISS 

God; and of all that God ſhould give bim, he would rut 3 

God the tenth part. And God heard my prayer, l 
I got the place. Though there was a ſervant in the | 3 


. parlour with the gentleman, and though they had 
pany 1 juſt as I came; yet he broke off the.” 
B 3 
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bargain with him, to my aſtoniſhment. - And at my | 
return, I looked at the ſtick which J had marked, 
with many tears, and offered up an imperfect tribute 4 
of praiſe to the God of my daily mercies, whom 1 | 
had neglected, and much offended. 
For ſome time I endeavoured while in place to 
walk fo is to pleaſe God, as J imagined ; but alas 
*  _ the vanities of this world are too ſtrong for any but 
' thoſe who are kept by the mighty power of God, through 
faith unto ſalvation ; which power I knew nothing of ; 
therefore my reſolutions were ſoon broken, and I 
forgat my God. But ſoon after this, he again laid 
his afflicting hand on me, and laid me on a fick 
p - bed for many months, nor did I recover effectual- 
for three years after. But ſtill diſtreſs of mind, 
„ at times, followed me; and, bleſſed be God, he did 
| not wholly leave me without ſome convictions, till 
he brought me to know the truth as it is in Jeſus. 
3 One particular inſtance of Providence, I remember 
3 here alſo, which was, I had ordered my box of cloaths 
= to be left at the Star inn, at Maidſtone, in Kent, for 
the Cranbrook carrier to bring to me, but he ſaid it 
| h was not there. So I went in ſearch after it, fearing 
- 6 it was loſt; and at this time I was ſo poor in pocket, 
| that I had but one ſhilling left in all the world, 
However, I thought I ſhould be able to go out and 
+ home again in one day; therefore that ſhilling would 
E5 +8 bear my charges: but when I came to Maidſtone, 
=”. * the box was not there : I was e to go farther, 


and, 
£ 
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and, in my return, I found myſelf ſo very weak and 


Tow, that I could not get back that day :—the Mil- 


ling was gone, my ſtrength was gone alſo, and the 
weather was very wet and cold ; night, too, began 
to draw on apace, and I at this tinze was two miles 
from Maidſtone, which was fourteen from Cranbrook. 
While I was thinking of, and mourning over my 
miſerable fituation, I thought if I were one that 
feared and loved God, as others in old time had 
done, I might have any thing at his hands : but as 


for me, I had made him my enemy by fin, and there- 


fore he would take no notice of me, nor of any body 
elſe in our days; for parſons and people were all 
wicked alike. Preſently after this, it came ſudden- 
ty on my mind, to go out of the foot-path, which 
ted through the fields, and go into the horſe-road, 
though, at the ſame time, the foot-path was by far 
the beſt road. I had not been in this road ſcarcely 
a minute, before. I caſt my eye on the ground, and 
there lay a fixpence. I took it up, and before I 
had walked many ſteps farther, there lay a ſhilling 
alſo. -T took it up, and it ſupplied my neceſſities at 


that time very well, Theſe manifold providences 


and anſwers to prayer, did, at times, deeply impreſs 
my mind, that God had ſome regard for me: but 
when ſin was committed, all theſe thoughts were 

blaſted, | n Se. 


| However, 1 never could intirely, after this time, WA 
get rid of all my thoughts about the aweful day f 
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Judgment, the dreadful confideration of an endleſs eter- 


nity, the tremendous tribunal of God, the woeful ſtate 
of a guilty ſinner before him, the certain conqueſt of 


_ triumphant death, and the certain approach to God's 


bar ;—thg. wretched figure that a guilty ſoul would 
make, when all his ſecret and open fins were expoſed 


to God, angels, and men, and the miſerable puniſh- 


ment which ſouls muſt feel, who have their doom 
fixed in the gloomy receptacle of the damned.—Theſe 
things were, at times, uppermoſt in my thoughts ; G 
and though I ae, many pleaſures, in order to 


ſtifle them, yet I had felt enough to fix a laſting 


conviction on my ſoul of the truth of them. 


Having wandered about for ſome years in this %- 


litary way, of ſeeking. ret and finding none, it happened 


that I once went to work at Darnbury Park, in Eſſex, 
for one Squire F—þ, I had not been there but 


a few days before I fell ſick, and was carried to the 
Gen of the Bell, where no body knew me, and with 
only two. ſhillings in my pocket © but Providence ſent 
an old widow, whoſe name was Shepherd, and whoſe 


deceaſed huſband had been a butcher by trade. This 


woman was much of a dodjoreſs — ſhe dhelored me, 
nurſed me, watched with me, and fed nie, though ſhe 
never ſaw me before, nor ſince; nor had ſhe any 
thing for her trouble, and yet took as much care of 


me as if I had been her own child. And about two 
; © years ago I was determined to go down and ſce her, 


40d reſtore her fourfold for her labour, and tell her 
| * what 


* 
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what God had down for me; but, upon enquiry, I 
found that the had been dead about three 1 
which I was very ſorry for. X 


I do not remember any other A'S, provi. 


dence until I married, and my wife and had tak- 
en ready-furniſhed lodgings at Mortlake, in Surry, 
where God ſmote my conſcience effectually. It fo 
happened that I fell lame, having received a wrench 
in my loins, which rendered me incapable of labour 
for many days: during this time our money was all 


gone, and we were but ſtrangers in the place, having 


not been in it above half a year, or a little more. 


After I began to recover a little, there fell a deep _ 
ſnow on the ground, which prevented my working 


for many days. Here Providence ſuffered us to know 
What it was to want. At this time we had one child, 
about five or fix months old, which was our firſt- 
born; and it happened one morning early, that my 
wife aſked me for the tinder-box, ſeemingly in a great 


fright, and crying out, I wonder the poor child 


& has not waked all night.” She lighted the can- 
dle and took up the child, but it was as dead as a 
fone, and as black as a coat—it went off in a convul- 


ſion fit, as three more have done fince, all of whom 


alſo turned black. Here Providence appeared againz 
for about three or four months before this death hap- 


pened, a gentleman, in whoſe garden I at times had 
wrought, defired me to look after his horſe in the 


Ps while bs was 10 town, and I was to have ſo 
+*- 


much 


- 
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much per week for it. On the very day which the 
child died, the gentleman came down from London; 
ſo I got my money for looking after the horſe, and 


that juſt buried the poor infant. Thus, my lameneſs, 
my poverty, my diſtreſs of mind, the ſuffering of my 
wife, the loſs of my child, and the ſenſe of God's 
_ wrath, were the moſt complicated diſtreſs I had ever 


felt.—From this time ſpiritual convictions began to 
plough ſo deep in my heart, as to make way for the 
word of eternal life, which at length brought me ex- 
Perimentally to know. the only true God, and Jeſus Chriſt 
whom he hath ſent. And if God ſhould ſpare my life, 


and give me time, I may acquaint you of the whole 


work of God on my ſoul, in a treatiſe by itſelf : but 
in this I intend treating chiefly of the providence of 
God, leſt the book ſwell too big for the poor to 


: een 


I do not remember any partici providence at- 


"= tending me, till about three or four years after, at 


which time I was brought ſavingly to believe in Je- 
ſus Chriſt for life and falvation. At this time I 
dwelt in a ready-furniſhed lodging at Sunbury, in 
Middleſex, where my eldeſt daughter, now living, 


fell fick, at about five or fix months old, and was 


waſted to a ſkeleton, We had a doctor to attend her, 


but ſhe got worſe and worſe. Having loſt our firſt 
child, this was a dear idol to us—and J ſuppoſe it 


lay as near my heart, yas poor Iſaac did to the heart 
of Abraham. However, it appeared as if God was 
— — determined 


* — 
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determined to bereave us of her, for he brought her 


even to death's door—and my wife and J have Tat up 
with her night after night, watching the cradle, expect- 
ing every breath to be her laſt, for two or three weeks 
together. At laſt I aſked the doctor if he thought 
there was any hope of her life, and he anſwered, no; 


he would not flatter me, ſhg would ſurely die. Phis 
- diſtrefled me beyond meaſure; and as the doctor had 


told img he could do no more for her, I left my lodg- 
ing-room, and went to my garden in the evening, 


and in my little /ool-houſe I wreſtled hard with Gd 
in prayer for the life of the child; but upon theſe * 


conditions, that if my requeſt were granted, and that 


; the ſhould live to arrive at the full ſtature in life, and 


in future times turn wicked, and be damned for fin, - 
and that my earneſt prayer ſhould be the cauſe of it, 


I beſeeched God not to regard my petition for the 


child, though ſhe was as dear to me as my own life, 


I went home ſatisfied that God had heard me, and 
in three days the child was as ſhe is now, and ate as 


heartily, only her fleſh was not reſtored as before: and 


this effectually convinced me that n things were Po 5 
ible wwith God, 


IT had now dwelt-about fourteen months at os | 


| 0 and had ſerved a gentleman in the capacity of 


a gardener, at twelve ſhillings per week, The gen- 


tleman informed me, he propoſed to keep his car 
riage, and intended his driver ſhould work in the 
garden ; therefore he ſhould only hire a man now © 
* 363 
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* and then a day, but ſhould not keep a gardener con- 
ſtantly. I was, therefore, diſcharged from my work, 
but had the libertg offered me of ſtaying till I could 


the wiſdom God had given me, by the anſwers I was 
able to give to his various queſtions. —Grace carrieth 
many rays of majeſty with it, though it take up its 
abode in a beggar. . However, I thought this world 
was his God, therefore I refuſed his offer, as Abra- 


EKing of Sodom—that is, I would take nothing that 
7 was his, from a thread even to a ſhoe latchet, Foy 
i: Alfter I had been three weeks out of employment, 
IJ heard of a place at Ewell, in Surry, which I went 
= after, and engaged in ; it was with a gentleman that 
manufactured gunpowder. I agreed for eleven ſhil- 
. 5 lings per week in the ſummer, and ten ſhillings in 
tte winter; and I procured a ready - furniſhed room 
3 in. an old thatched houſe on Ewell Marſh, (if with 
I bs + _* [propriety it might be called a furniſhed room) at 
- "wo; thilkngs: per week. I was obliged to pawn all 
3 my beſt cloaths, in order to defray the remaining 
expences which attended my wife's lying- in, owing 
to my being out of employment, and to hire a cart 
to carry my, perſonal effects (which were but ſmall) 


3 _ * Marſh, on the Monday. morning, and J had paid the 
- - © hirg of i it, I had the total ſum of tenpence halfpenny 
3 af 3 


% 


9 


get employment elſewhere. I believe my maſter 
could often ſee the felicity of my mind, and likewiſe 


ham did the preſent which was offered him by the 


| =B to Exell; and when the cart ſet us down on Ewell. 


1. 


with ſpiritual converſation. After ſupper I went to 


he v2. 
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left, to provide for myſelf, my wife, and child, till + 
the enſuing Saturday night, But though I were thus 
poor, yet I knew God had made me rich in faith, and 
theſe words came on my mind with power, he multiplied 
the loaves and fſhes to feed five thouſand men, befides tuo- 
men and children. We went on our knees, and turned 
that parable into a prayer, and beſeeched the Al- 
mighty to multiply what we had, or to ſend relief ano- 
ther way, as his infinite wiſdom thought moſt proper. 
The next evening my landlord's daughter and ſomin- 
law came up to ſee their mother; with whom I lodged, = 
and brought ſome baked meat, which they had gutt 5 3 
taken out of their oven, and it was brought for mem 
and my wife to ſup along with them. Theſe poor 
people knew nothing of us, nor of our God. The 
next day evening they did the ſame, and kept ſend- 
ing victuals or garden- ſtuff to us, all the week long. 
We had not made our caſe known to any but God; 
nor did we appear ragged, or like people in want: 
no, we appeared better in dreſs than even thoſe who | 
relieved us: but God ſent an anſwer to our prayer 


* 


- 
* 


by them, who knew not at the ſame time what they 3 
were about, nor did I tell them till ſome months 


after. While we were at ſupper I entertained tem 


12 


prayer with them, and prayed moſt earneſtly for them, 
and God anſwered it; for he ſent the woman home 


deeply convicted that night; nor did her convictions. 2 _ 
abate, till ſhe was brought to ſeq Chriſt crucifed/in} , © "3. 
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the open viſion of goſpel faith, and receive. peace 
and pardon from Chriſt for herſelf, Some time after 
this, God began to work upon the Huſband alſo, and 


hearing of which he told ine how it was impreſſed 
on his mind that I was in want of viduals, and his 
wite found fault with him for thinking ſo, and bring- 
ing of it to me, ſaying, the people are better to 


3 inſiſted on her doing what he deſired. 

I.,: pleaſed God ſorely to afMict this poor man ſome 
ſe years after, during which time I was enabled to 
> reſtore bim fourfold. He left a teſtimony for God 


glory. His widow is this day a ſervant to one Mr. 


Linſey, a tatlow-chandler, in Lambeth-Marſh, on the 


light hand fide of the road, which leads from Weſt- 
wuiinſter bridge to Clapham.— Her name is Ann Webb. 
I found that the ſmall pittance of eleven ſhillings 
per week (as I paid two ſhillings for a ready- fur- 
1 niſhed lodging) would amount very ſlowly toward 
= ; the getting my cloaths out of pawn, which, with the 
3 intereſt, would amount to nigh forty ſhillings, and 
* =, Fbieb 1 was loth to looſe. It came in my mind to 


2  cuoully to theſe words, There is à lad here wobich hath 
, fue barley lagves and tero fiſhes, but what are they among 


— * ** 
* 89 
OED 


ſaid, 


then I related the fore-cited circumſtance ; at the 


+ paſs than we are; but he contradifted her, and 


with his dying breath, and I believe he is in eternal 


-Jeok into my Bible, to ſee if any inſtruction for faith 
___ — could be got about this matter. I turned promiſ- 


I wh =s many? 1 aiked WV me if the ever ate te barley: ſhe 


was e e. IJ 7 F 
ceived by us, for the love of God which we enjoyed 


corn- chandler in Ewell, and aſked for the fame ar- 
ticle; whoſe anſwer was, I have only the refuſe of 
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| faid, Yes, in Dorſethire. I told her I never did est A 


it, but the poor Saviour and his apoſtles ate it, and 

I ſuppoſed it was becauſe they (ſpeaking after the 
manner of men) could get no better food; and as 
God ſaw it neceſſary to keep us in a ſtate of deep 
poverty, it ill became us to egmplain, or refuſe tbe 
meaneſt diet, ſeeing he had bleſſed us with an afſuredif + 
hope of heaven hereafter. She replied ſhe was wil. 
ling, if I was: ſo {ſhe went to a farmer to aſk him 
to ſell her half a buſhel of barley ; his reply was, he- 
ſold his barley by the quarter, or load, to maltſters, 
for making malt, and ſhould not trouble himſelf with 
meaſuring ſuch a ſmall quantity. So ſhe went to a 


P 4 . " „ 


* 
* 
—- 


& the barley, or tail corn, whicn I ſell for ſeine and 
& forels.” My wife told him that would do, but did 
not inform him for what uſe it was intended. This 


in our hearts, more than counterbalanced all the po- 
verty we laboured under: for I well knew it mas b. \ 
creed by God himfelf, that his people ſhould have tribula-' 


| tion in this torld, but in Chriſt Jeſus they ſhould lite 
peace. And this love made the. yoke caſy and the burden” 
light ; for if at any time a murmuring thought en- I 

| tered my mind, it was ſoon quelled by confidering EI» 


and that he was worſe off than either the foxes or tha 


that Chriſt lived on the alms of his poor followers,” 7 
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birds—it being ſaid, he faxes have holes, and the birds 
of the air have neſts, but the Son of man hath not where 


to lay his head. This has ofte made my bowels 
yearn within me, filenced all my murmurings, and 


diſſolved my heart in goſpel gratitude. - 


My dame and I nqyy kept houſe at a very cheap 
rate N¼ ſhillings and fixpence per week carried us 


through tolerably well, and as for the reſt of the 
world's dainties, we were ſatisfied without them ; for 
we knew that the grace of God had enabled us to 


chuſe that good part that ſhould never be taken from us; 


therefore Patience had (in a manner) ker perfect work. 


We ſoon now raiſed the net ſum of twenty ſhillings, 


and upwards ; and I on the Saturday night ſat off to 
Kingſton, to get ſome of my cloaths out of pawn, 
but left money in the hands of my dame to get 
half a buſhel of barley. It ſo happened, that that 
part of my apparel which I went to redeem, came 
ſo high with the intereſt, that I had not any money 
leſt ro bring home. This was a great trial to us, 
becauſe our poor little girl, which had been but late- 
ly weaned, had nothing to carry her through the 
week but bare barley cakes; and though it would 


© eat-barley, yet I could not endure to ſee it feed on 
that only. On the Monday following I went hcavily 


ta my work, and very much diſtreſſed to know how 


my poor little one was to live. I reflected with in- 
digunation on myſelf for parting with my money, 
thinking I had better gone without my cloaths, than 


= _ 
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have expoſed my poor little one to want the veceſſi· 5 E 


ries of life. But as I went over a bridge, that led to 
my work, 1 caſt my eye on the right-hand fide, and 


there lay a very large eel on the mud by the river- 


ſide, apparently dead. I went and caught hold of 
it, and ſoon found it was only aſleep: I had hard 
work to hold it, but I got it ſafe out of the mud 


upon the graſs, and then caught it and carried it $... 


home. My littte one was very fond of it, and it 
richty ſupplied all its wants that day. But at night 
I was informed the eel was all gone, ſo the next day 


afforded me the ſame diſtreſs and trouble as the day 


before had done. When going to my work, , cruelly | 
reflefting on myſelf for parting with all my money, 
Juſt as I entered the garden gates, I ſaw a partridge. - 
lie dead on the road. I took it up, and it was warm 
I turned back and carried it home, and it 5 
ſupplied the table of our little one that day.. A few + 
days after this, my maſter told me he had found ax 


0 


partridge on the garden-walks alſo, but he faid it iz 


ſtank : I told him I had found one a little before 
that time. He faid two males had been fighting, 
and had killed each other, which was very, common: : 
but I was enabled to look higher. 

' Carnal reaſon always traces every thing From G0 
to ſecond cauſes, and there leaves them floating upon 


nothing: but faith traces them up to their firſt eau, 


and fixes them thereby which means God's hang 
is known, and himſelf glorified. I believe this bats 
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* tle 5 the ptumed warriors was proclaimed by 


the Lord: for if a ſparrow falls not to the ground 
without God's leave, as the ſcriptures declare, 1 can 
bardly think a partridge does. f 
The third day arrived, and I was All 3 in the ſame 

| caſe 25 before; but as I went to my work, I faw a 


\# 2's neft in one of the ſhrubs.—I went and exa- 


Ws minef 1 it, and found it to be the neſt of a large bird, 


EF) 
" nes. 
( * 


with four young ones in it, juſt ready to fly, It 
was with much reluctance that I ſtormed and plun- 
dered the little fimple citadel ; but neceſſity hath no 
aw; therefore 1 was forced to rob the poor dam of 
her young, and leave her mourning and lamenting, 
while my young, one lived upon her's. —However, I 


found ir was no fin in God's ſight. J a bird's nf 


chance to be before: thee in the 20ay in any tree, or on the 


nr 


round, zohether they te young ones or efigs, and the dam 


ting upon the young ones, or upon the eggs; thou ſhalt 
aut fake the dam with the young : but thou ſpalt in any 


_ Wiſe let the dum go, and take the young to thee, that it 


uh be well with thee, and that thou niche prolong thy | 
as, Deut. xxii. 6, 7. 


"Theſe birds ſerved for that day very 7 but the 


| peo. daꝝ. found me ſtill unprovided as before, and 


rought forth freſh work for faith and prayer. But 
he e mitrow fill took thought for the things of itſelf ; for 


ben I came to take the ſeythe i in my hand, to mow 


: the ſbort grafs, | [ looked. i into the pand, and there I 


IS Cats 


Jaw three very * carp laying on che water, appa- 
| rently 


tebtly fick, and when my maſſer came to me I told 


dead, and told me I might have them if I would, 


time, dead, juſt as I wanted them; till I believe there 


was fo unworthy of his grace, mercy, and truth, as 


fore- mentioned, has often took part of theſe ſpoils, 


_ enquiry into the matter; and for this end I have i 
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him of it, and he went and looked and faid they were 


for they were not in ſeaſon. However, they came 
in due ſeaſon to me; and'I found, mornivg after 
morning, there lay two or three of theſe fiſh at 4 


was not one fiſh remaining in that pond alive that 1 
was fix inches long, though I believe; tha * ws 
high three hundred feet long. 8 
While I was muſing on, RAISES TI 
care of my God in his providence, and wondering 
what could move him thus to pity ſuch a finner, who 


well as of his providential regard, theſe, words came 
to my mind, Hs turned their waters indy blood, and flew. 
their ib, Pſal: cv. 29,—Mrs. Webb, the woman be- 


and the incredulous are very welcome to make an 


formed them where ſhe lives. My maſter told me 
he thought it was the heat of the ſun that killed 
them, and I believe it was : but I knew that the ſum - | 
and his heat were both from God, and that ſunſhine 
in good ſeaſon for me. And it much amazed me to 
ſee God ſo kind, even in temporal matters it led 
me to ſearch bis bleſſed word for ſimilar circum- 
ſtances; and when I read of the diſtreſs and ſimpſes | 
corenans, of Jacob—of God's changing the colour of 
Ca „ 2 
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Laban's cattle, that they might change their maſter 
and of God's bleſſing his ſimple means of peeling the 
rods, that the pregnant dams might look at them, and 
bring forth accordingly, and ſo ſetting the dams a- 
longing to bring forth a motley progeny like the 
rods, which he ſet in the troughs, and the dream of 
the ſpangled ram begetting the ſpotted inheritance 
of faith ; I could not help weeping, and admiring 
the unmerited goodneſs of my God in ſetting the 
birds of the air to war—ſending the ſun-beams with 
* ſuch a military force as to ſlay the inhabitants of 
the floods ſuffering the eel to fleep till the hand of 
1 the neceſſitous had entangled him and directing my 
ö dhe to the little lodgment of the birds, when all 
9 other ſupplies ſeemed to be cut off. It ſo operated 
on my mind that I cannot deſcribe the humility 
compunction, love, joy, and peace, which I felt.— 
Oh the goodneſs of God to the children of men! I evident- 
ly ſaw, that both in providence and in grace, God is 
the ſame to us as he was to the ſaints in days of old, 
and that they had no pre-eminence over us in the 
| BY © covenant of grace at all; but that Jeſus Chriſt was 
. | the ſame yeſterday that he is to-day, and will be the 
ſime for ever. Let not theſe providences beget a no- 
78S tion in the weak&of the flock of any partiality in God, 
knowing that God is no reſpetter of perſons, but in every 
nation thoſe that fear him and work righteouſneſs, 
J — IF: 2 are accepted of him. 1 3525 
* : I found that my pay would hardly ſuppoxt my N 
YO. 6 wich comfort, and it came into my mind that 
" J could 


* 


r 
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I could mend ſhoes if I griet at it. I according 


ſent my dame to Kingſton to Foy me {ome materials 


for this buſineſs, and I began on it, and became a 
decent proficient at it in a very little time; which 


helped me ſo much, that I got all my things qt of 


pawn, and kept myſelf entirely out of debt. But it 
happened one night that my dame complained.to' 
me that ſhe had nothing for the child but barley” 
cake. I told her I had a job of cobbling to do, and 


I would fir up that night and do it, and in the morn- 


ivg the work might be carried home, and peradven- 
ture we might get the money: ſo we ſat up and 
worked together till between eleven and twelve 
o'clock, at which time I heard a perſon call at my 
window ; I went down and found ſeveral men on 


| horſeback, who enquired their way to Malden Mills. 
.4 went a little way to ſhew them, and when 1 left 


them, one of them gave me a ſhilling. I received 


it, and my very hair moved upon my head at the 


reflection of the daily providence of God. I men- 
tion this, becauſe God ſays, the gold and the fuvelliiſs - 
his, and that it is he only who maketh-poor, and ab. 


etb rich; and that it is he e bringeth loww-and. r: 
up. Theſe things ſo endeared God to me; that 1 
often called him my. ban my banter andi my bleſſ- 
ed overſeer ; and earneſtly begged that he would en- 
deſcend to be my tutor, my maſter, and my prouider 
and never leave me in the hands of mortals either 

for tuition, protection, or for temporal upper +" 
| 0 2 and 255 


RR "C2" N 
7 . 
„ 1 3 I & * 
- 
% 2 - 
. , 8 * 
- 
ry 


SEE * S's a 8 T 


l ©* \ » 4 
2, 3 * 
br — © 

T7, * | a 

2 1 
£ WL 


1 „ 
— hs. Ali... to. _ IR 
—— — — 
a 


_— 7” TT EET 
8 A. * 72 = : C's robs of os * - 
W > * 4 : 
_ Cl 7 - 
\ * f 4 
8 . * - 


"> Ys wot oth; or ſtarve.” 


Lo 


| ” EP 
ys GOD, ruz POOR MAN'% GUARDIAN# 
and 1 no longer — the rich in this world ; for if 
they were gracious, only ſee one fide of God's 
face, they having an independent ſtock in hand; and 
if graceleſs, they are of all fleſh the mot miſerable— 
and I faw clearly the moſt eminent ſaints in the Bible 
were brought into low circumſtances, as Jacob, Da- 
vid, Moſes, -Iſaac, Job, and Jeremiah, and all the 
.,* apoſtles, tn order that the hand of Providence might 
| be watched. | 
When harveſt came on, my dame Anden me 
that ſhe ſhould go to gleaning, in order to pick up 
ſome wheat to make bread with ;—ſo ſhe and I gene- 
rally got up about three o'clock in the morning, and 
I gleaned with her till ſix, and then went to my 
work; but the continued till eight o'clock, and then 
went home with her corn, eat her breakfaſt, got the 
child up from bed, (which all this time had been 
left alone) and then ſhe went off for the day. At 


3 - this time I had begun to preach at Ewell Marſh, 


| auhich had made no ſmall ffir that 26ay ; therefore the | 
Armer drove my dame out of the fields, and the 
- gleaners came about her like a ſhoal of ſmall birds 


attending the funeral of a dead hawk, and ſwore 
that * parſous 4wives fhould not glean there. What, aid 


„ "4 they, wives of the clergy go to gleaning “.I own ir 


is not a good fight, nor a good ſign, to ſee Levites 
ning ; but if the blind guides ſteal the offerings 


God, which ſhould feed the Levites, the Levites 
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In ſcripture a goſpel minis! is compared to an 


ox, and he muſt ſate Chrift's yoke, and Earn to draw; | 


and when his day's work is ended, he muſt tres 


out the corn, if required; and if God uſes bim 10 


Plough np the fallow ground of the heart, he? muſt ex- 
pect to work hard and fare hard. To be a goſpel la- 


baourer is a rare thing; but to be a dumb dog to lay 


at the bone, and forget to bark is very common. We 
read in ſcripture of the oxen plaughing, while the Aer 
zwere feeding beſide them, Job i. 14.— But ſtill God's 
hand was ſeen, for if they drove her out of one. field, 

the was ſurely directed. into another, where the Ya 
found them carrying the corn, and then ſhe got the 
firſt and prime gleanings of the whole field. At fix 
o'clock I went in ſearch after her, and | gleaned with 
her till nine, or as long as we could ſee an dar of 
corn; and when I went after her, I knew not where 
ſhe was, nor how far ſhe had been chaſed that day: 


and whether ſhe was a mile or two miles diſtant, 1 2 


- always went that way which my mind led me, and 
conſtantly went as ſtraight to her as if I had actually 


known where ſhe was, and never miſſed her track 


but found her every night, the whole five weeks 
whether ſhe was eaſt, well, north, or ſouth, A 
when I came, I was entertained with an account of 
all the chacings her purſuers had given her, and bow 
they had threatened to rob her of her corn. —_— told 


her Boaz was not in the field ; : if he had, be would 
rue, we uſe his words 


not have ſeryed her ſo.—lt 
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| where we have an ac 
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54 in our church ſervice, „Tie Lord be with you ; and the 
xeapers piouſly reply, Aud with thy ſpirit ; but this 


language is now quite out of faſhion in our harveſt 


Felds. | | 

But notwithſtanding their chaſing the clergyman's 
_ wife from field to field, ſhe gleaned as much or more 
than Ruth of old did. As for our harveſt, that was 


piled up on each fide of our bed, which ſerved in- 
ſtead of curtains ; ſo we ſlept, defended with the ſtaff 
of life, having all our tithes in our bed-chamber, and 


-. which by the by I believe was one of the ſmalleſt 


fithe-barns in Chriſtendom. Our corn was threſhed 
out in the chamber, and winnowed on the Marſh, 
and a ſheet ſerved for a barn floor. —The whole 
quantity of our wheat am@unted, when meted, to 
four buſhels and a quartern, excluſive of ſome peaſe, 
and a little barley.— My dame threſhed out the corn 


and baked the bread, and T'paid her ſo much per 


loaf, as an encouragerhent to her future induſtry, 
apd to buy her ſuch neeeſſaries as ſhe wanted. God 
viſiting me with ſevere poverty without, and con- 
ſcience keeping me ſtrictly honeſt within, drove me 


to be as ſevere with my wife as Paul was with his 


flock, when he made a law, that if any would yo! 


uur, neither ſhould they cat. 


I ſhould not have entertained my reader with ſuch 


a long account about gleaning, if God had not left. 


ſo much of it e in the book of Ruth, 
of that ſpiritual proſelyte 


going 


8 
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going to glean, in order to fupport herſelf and her 

| mother-in-law ;—yea, the grain that ſſie gleaned, and + 
k the quantity ſhe gleaned alſo ;—and' of the good a 
hand of her God in guiding her to the field of Boaz, 
| a man whom Providence had appointed to be her 
5 future partner in life, and who was her huſband in 


bt z 
— 
* 


law ; reckoning, that the covetous and unbelieying 
kinſman, whom Heaven refuſed to honour with ſuch 
|. a wife, declined his lawful right, for fear that his 
obedience to God's command ſhould bring him to 
poverty. But God, who commands us not to be un- 
; equally yoked together, guided her to the field of Boat, 
.. who did not curſe her for her religion, but 
who commended her for her faith, chaſtity, and in- 
duſtry; and added the bleſſing of God to the begun 
Vork of grace, and wiſhed her a full reward of the 
Lord God of Iſrael, under whoſe wings ſhe was come to 
it 1. raf. ; ' gon * 
— In the following winter the Lord ſent a very deep 
ſnow, which lay a confiderable time on the ground, | 
| At this time our wheat was of great uſe to us, as it 
+ - ſupplied us with bread for two or three months. But 4 
ve were ſhortly brought into anorh#r-{trait through 
this ſnow, becauſe we uſed to buy faggots of our : 
landlady to burn, which was all the fuel we could _ © - 
get at this time: our landlady one night informed 
* aus, that ſhe had but ten faggots left, which the muſt* 
| keep for herſclf, as there was no likelihood of the 
as ſnow going away; therefore The told us hs 1 
: ; ml” 
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fell no more. To this I replied, that if ſhe was in 
trouble for fear of ſuffering with the cold, when Ru 
had ſo much wood by her, ſurely we had much more 
cauſe to fear, who had a young child. However, I 
begged of God that night to take away the ſnow, or 
ſend us ſomething to burn, that our liftle one might 
not periſh with the cold, and the next day morning 
the ſnow was all gone—Gzd had ſent out his zword, ard 
' melted it; he had cauſed his wind to blow, and the ca- 
ter to flow, Pal. cxlvii. 18. | 
'** After ſome time our wheat was gone, and we were 
_ obliged to eat barley again ;—and our having paid 
away our money to redeem our cloaths, we began to 


get very ſhort of other neceſſary apparel, which we 


ſoon got; for my working by day, and cobbling at 
nights, and living upon barley, we kept ourſelves 
out of debt, and tolerably decent in cloaths. But 
this living on barley was attended with very bad con- 
ſequences ; for as I had never been uſed to it before, 
and as I lived on it almoſt entirely, without mixing 
it with, wheat, it threw a violent humour into my 


. . eyes, and for ſome months I was in danger of looſ- 
ing my fight; ht by uſing one ſimple thing or other, 


they got better. My ſecond daughter, too, brought 
the ſame humour into the world with her, and both 
muyſelf and the child had it more or leſs for {ame - 
- years, though not fo violently bad as at firſt, I have 
often viewed this affliction on the child with great 
"wit but in anſwer to prayer; God healed hes eyes 


and. 1 
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4 and mine too, 0 * our N was perfectly rec» 
vered. . = 
When harveſt agam came on, we went to lean- | 
ing, as before, and got no leſs thay five buſhels of © 
corn; but my dame was purſued as formerly for : 
my continuing to preach had alarmed and much of- 
fended Ros whole pariſh, therefore they were 
more fierce in perſecuting her. On the other hand, 
ſame were afraid to go nigh her, for fear of n 
a religious infection; — ſor they reported abroad, that 
there was ſomething of a pozeer that ſeized upon them, 2 5 
- and that if we once got them to hear what we bad to 3 
ſay, there was no getting away from our religion z— — 
for this ſecret ſomething that ſeized them held them ſo 
: faſt, that they muſt immediately change their own * E 
© teligion.— I have known ſome men (whom I have © 
met on the road) go quite out of the path, and take 
à circle in the field, rather than paſs me on the road, 
zuſt as if that ſecret ſomething could not ſeize them culilſ 
walking on the graſs, as well as on the fcot-path., | 
I now began to loſe favour with my maſter. I had 
| preached among the poor people till ſome of them 
refuſed to work on the Lord's day.— My maſter en- 
quired inte the cauſe of that, and was informed that 
the gaWener bad been preaching to them againſt pro- 
faning the Lord's day; — therefore ſome would nat 
. | _ work on that day, and others murmured, becauſe 6 
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. < 7 they were, compelled to labour, while others were 
. This provoked my maſter much, and he 
9 ' > . 0d. 


5. % 


came to my maſter, and told him to di 
for at chis time I had begun to preach ot 
and it was at Moulſey where I committed this great 
offence of preaching Jeſus Chriſt in the high road. 
On this account I was turned out of employment, 
* and 
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told me he ſhould expect me to work in the varden 
on the Lord's day. I told him I did not chuſe to do 


that: he then ſwore at me, and faid that I ſhould do 
it, or I ſhould. not work for him. I replied, that J 
would not, if I loſt my employment :—ſo in a few 


days after, he told me, with ſeveraꝭ imprecations, 


to work no more for him.—He owed me a trifle for 
a a few days work; but as he did not offer to pay me, 


I never aſked him for it. He knew at the ſame time 


that my wife was great with child, and ready to ly- 
in; and he alſo knew I was very poor. —1 was in- 


formed that he expected me to come back with a 


- ſuppliant knee ; but I was determined that I would 
not ſell my conſcience for a loaf of barley bread, as jt 
had coſt my Saviour ſo much to purge it; therefore 
I ſet off for Thames Ditton, and carried coals in the 
river for fourteen months, at ten ſhillings per week, 
and preached during that time on the Lord's day, 
und once in the week in the evening. All this time 


I ſuffered much both in body and in mind, and found 


hat the iniquity of thoſe who wrought with me, be- 
gan to harden my heart; therefore I was determined 
to leave it, and go to my old buſineſs ag aii h got 


three or four days work at Moulſey: but farmer 


* 
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and remained ſo for three weeks, during which me 
a gentleman at Mitcham ſent for me to come oπẽj 
there the week following, to preach in their meet-. 
ing, as he had long n a r defire of hear - 
ing me. * 
A few days before this, a 8 * me 
an old black coat and waiſtcoat, which being very 
large, made coat, waiſtcoat, and breeches for me. 
So on the day appointed I put on my parſonie at- 
tire, which wes the firſt time I ever appeared clag in. 
that colour—qſpuſual appearance being more like 2 
; the ploughman, or the fiſherman; but no poor La- 
zarus appeared in the external habit of a prĩeſiggand 12 
ſurely the good hand of my God was with:me, and.. 
I gf I-went and delivered my meſſage in his name 3 
it had been d that a coalheaver was coiling to- 
preach; there' Was u gre many people gathered to- 
getlier do hear me; and when'T had finiſhed my 
courſe, a gentleman came to me, and gave me a 
. book, and blefled: me; a gentlewoman, too, put a letter 
into my hand, and laid an injunction on me, not to 
open it fil J got home. When I opened it, there 
was a in it, and four ſhillings, wih theſe 8 
words witten, Take this as fronf®he hand of the 
* Lord, r the Labourer js va of bi in” 
Like x. 1). 4+ 
Theſe kigd Denne of God did e 
5 the Lord to mep and brought me to live b7 
the faith of him wenn all my wants; ang 


* 
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me ts preach for the good of ſouls, without making 
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indeed I was bbliged to do it, for I could get n 
employment. And though J had preaching enough 
for a biſhop, yet'T had nothing coming in to live 
upon for ſo doing: my flocks were as poor as my- 
dell, at leaſt the generality of them; and my 88594 
fit continued increaſing. 

In this dilemma, a profeſſor of the goſpel, who 
was by trade a'ſhoemaker, aſked me one day to come 
to him, and learn to make little childrens ſhoes, which 
at laſt I agreed to, and was taught to make them 
S Ethough in 2 very wo na 1 ſpace of 
time. > « 
l took my rk home to my on bobſeg 2 
vrought there; and a few poor journeymen who at- 

tended my miniſtry, who were ſingle men, (and theres 
| r me way 
ill at length I became a faber; and worked at it 
iy" bread; while the love of Chriſt conſtrained 


tire goſpel a burden to any. I was now in as bad 4 
ite us por Paul, who preached the goſpel freely, 
and made texts for his livelihood; bis oun hands 
miniltering to his neceſſities, when his t was 
midiſtering to the heceſſities of thoufandſ, If he 
had preached up heathen morality, he nest not have 
fated ſo hard; for the world loves that, and the 
Pteachers of it. The Saviour ſays, fie world loves = 

Ver oron, andthe never ſerves her own children as he | 


8 dene the children of God. 
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As 1 began this buſineſs ſo late in my lifetime, . 
Was but a very ſlow hand at it; therefore I was obligs 
ed to turn my. help-meet into a ſhop-mate, that is, 1 
learned my wife to cloſe the ſhoes which I made, 
and both of us could earn abqut eight ſhillings per 
week. At this time I had five times a week to preach 
conſtantly, in which caſe I was forced to lay my Bi- 
ble ip a chair by me, and now and then real a little, 

| In order to furniſh myſelf with matter for the pulpit, 

> ſometimes happened that · I was under fore tempia· 
_ tions tions; the Bible, too, appeared a ſealed * 
Book, inſomuch that I could not furniſh myſelf with. . 
2 text; nor durſt I leave my work in order t 
or read the Bible; if I did, my little ones 
want bread : my work would alſo run worn at - 


©” 9 


| thoſe times: I. therefore, found the Mü ee 
ee my 


in the mord of God to ſerve tables. , 1/8 
_ After I had been about eight or ten months: * 

this work, my, maſter failed in bufineſs, and i | 

elſe would employ me. I Was now a. fortnight, or 


* more, out of employment, which ſorely tried me in- - 


deed ; For it ſo happened tha we were forced to pur 


our little ones to bed one night without a ſupper, aud 5 5 Y | 


their dint was a very r one; and when they 
ſaw me look «ip the gupboard and mut the door -- 
again without giving them SH they lifped a 
| ſome very pathetic, though broken, accents, expreſs. 
five of want, which gi... parental" enges 
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very ſorely, and took away my reſt for that. night, 
Jn the morning I got up and went out, but where to 
go I knew not; and to ſtay at home and fee my little 

ones want bread, I could not endure the thought of. 
But theſe words were ſweet and ſuitable to me, Fe 
bath choſen the poor of this world, rich in faith, and heirs 
of the kingdom - and J well knew it was eaſeer for a 
camel | !oggo through, a need{e's eye, than for a rich man 10 
enter the Kingdom of God. In this miſerable firmation 
1 knew not where to go; ; if I left off preaching, and 
ren from the work, as Jonah did, J ſhould deny the Lord 
that bought me.—Thovugh I was willing to work, yet 
none would employ me, on account of my religion— 
nd 1 ftaz ed at home, my little ones were crying | 
for h bread. Indeed, 1 ſhould often have” ran from the 
ork. of God, if his terrors had not ſtood on my 
C82, JO Beit. . 
conſcience | in battle array againſt me. Ar this time 
no > boo © would fuit me but the Lamentations of Je- 

miah—to theſe I conflantly fled for comfort ; for 

often, like him, was for running away, but could 0 
hor | t; therefore God fulfilled his woftl—bey ſhall le 

| my peopla, and ſhall not depart from me. I went that 

morning as far as Kingſton, but where I was to be 

ditected 1 to find relief, I knew not: however, juſt as * 

1 came into t the toun, it came ſuddenly, in my mind 

to go to Mr. Chapman, who lived Hoinſlow-Heath, 

perſon who had known me for ſome years, even 

zefore I or he knew the Lord : -but about-the ſame 


"FR that 1 was called by grace, he Was called alſo; 
Ce Ns l 1 AG - - . 4 and 
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5 ied be ball ben invited me to come and viſit him, 
which I had not done. But now I obeyed the im- 
pulſe which 1 felt, and accordingly went over King. 
ton Bridge; directly to Hounſlow- Heath, where I found? 


bim-atid Ris toit at home I was,” However, defects” 
ried not to make my detp diftfefs'knowhto them,” 
but intended to wately the good hand of my God in 


tis journey The good man and his wife teceived 
me very affectionately, aud after they had kindly en- 


tertained me foaded ine home with many firripfe dain- 


tles for the children, though at that tie they knew | 
not lfow'P had left them And it came to puſs en L 


qeparted, that the good man walked tio miles wi 

me, and wien he was oh the road he gave men 
goines/ vieh I refufed ; and told hint if be wald 
give e Half. a · guinea, I would accept of, pri) 
his wife had been acquainted with it. He told me 
ſhe had ? and I took the half. guinea from him, ind 
vondeted iow” I ſhould pay the fare of the bridges?” 
to get home fepting they would not be able te gπ 


me ehange + but 1 caſt my eyes on the group and 
there lay a penny, which ſerveil for the purpoſe of} 


paying the toll of the bridge; fo 1 got ſafe home 
and was received there with a hearty welLeo met. 


As 1 had oft all my employment in ſhesemaking, 


I was obliged to try another branch of Bufirieſs 1 3 = A 


therefore oommenced cobier; but none would empleo 
tere in this buſineſs, except thoſe who attended my 
miniſtry—conſequently, ſometimes I had worky and 
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dbotdetines I. had none. This branch of buſineſs 1 L 
- found .attended with many inconveniencies z for it 
- often happened at the beginning of the week, that 
had little to do, and at the latter part, rather more 
"than I could get done; likewiſe ſitt ing up till twelve 
clock on the Saturday night, and having eleven 
wier u walk, neee on the 
as my . was very en, however, God 
made this circumſtance of great uſe to my ſoul. - 
I had naturally a very great flow of ſpitits, * 
- this. poor way of living gradually brought on an in- 
Ward weakneſs, attended with: the loſs of appetite ;— 
, Na rendered me ingãpable of, taking 
proper nourjſhment, which at times my labaurs ren 
dered very negeſſary. I. could drink nothing but 
uater, or ſinall beer, for ſome; years togethet. which 
4 times brought me ſo low, that 1 was, obliged to 
irt my ſtomach with an handkerchief as tight as L 
nente in order to gather ſtrength, to enable 
me to deliver three diſcourſes; a-day. At, length I. 
= goto lo, that one pint of good ſuall beer rendered 
aäaʒe 8ineapable of a ſteady walk; and Satan violently 
b. - tempted me on this head. Some of my friends, who. 
ja the gaſe that I was in, and fearing chat I ſhould 
1 ſhortly come to an end, laboured hard to diſſuade 
ES. me from this mode of living, but in vain; ſome · 
times they would mix my ſmall beer with a little ale, 
-which I could . draft, and was apt to. 
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view them my enemies for ſo doing: but they dd 
this, fearing that I ſhould throw myſelf into cd. = | 
ſumption, and that one little branch of the Church 4 
of Chriſt might ſuſtain a loſs by it. For five yearg'T 8 
went on in this manner, till there was ſcarcely d ep 
1 bet uren me and death ; but I gradually got rid of this 
habit, as the Lord appeared more precious to me in 
a way of providence, and God ſanctified it to the 
good of my ſoul : for this poverty and bad Hving 
brought many infirmities on me, which have at tiwes "= 
lain as a canker worm at the root of my natural levity. 4 
I began nom clearly to ſee that God intended io 
ceſtabliſſi me as a preacher of the goſpel, by the many .. 
doors which he opened before me, as alſo ftoth the 
circumſtance —_—_ ſouls being awakened through e 4 
my means. CA ATT l a: 
I found it, owes impoſtble to preach-five'& 
- ſix times a- week, and carry on the buſineſs. of 00d. 
bling at the ſame time; eſpecially, as it generally 
came in ſo faſt at the latter end of the week a time 
when I wanted to ſtudy the ſcriptures, in order to ! 
furniſh myſelf with matter for the Lord's day, 1 pe: 
determined, therefore, to give up'this'employment, | 
and continue in the work of God only, however much © = 
I might ſuffer by it. In conſequence of this reſdhu> 7 
tion, I went to a poor cobbler, who lived in the fame - 
place with me, and to him I gave my kit of tolt, ; 5 
„ be n wg Wer on the propiticus arms of king 


* 
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1 eng he: ate of 
- the word and puer. 
At this time I bad left my 'ready-furniſhed: lodge 
Ings, and rented a little cottage, at three pounds 
eighteen ſhillings per axzumt; and we had about balf 
as muck furniture in it, a8 a e Gy" 
one load. b 58 
Haviog thus left off oi rcobbling buſodls, Pro- 
Sidence excreiſed my faith and patience very ſharply 
at times, and; ſuffered me to get a little behind - hand 
in the world, which cauſed me to cry and pray day - 
and nights and, in anſwer to prayer, God ſent to m 
houſe a gentleman of great property, who is vety 
much noted in the religious world for liberality z— 
and after he had ſtaid with me a few hours, he or- 
dered his carriage, and at his departure gave me 
dove guibeae, which I was amazed at, as he was a 
Manger to me, and one whom I never ſaw before; 
This ſerved to buy me ſome few houſhold neceſſa- 
1 Lies, and alſo to pay off the debt which I had con · 
 _ . grated. —Oh, who would not chuſe the precious life 
pf erden on God, when the tender regard of 


wich 8 * * are 'paited ech in anſwer to 
* ample, though powerful, prayer of fait!!! 
% At this; time I ſtood in great need of linen, and SE 
Allo of a ſuit of cloaths, my old black cloaths having . 4-- 
begun to get very bad.—I often begged this favour i | 
of. God, — to his Own. word, If God fo clothe 
the 


11.— 
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the graſs, which to-day is, " and to-morrow is caſt N 1hþ | 
even, will he not much more clothe you, oh ye of lan, 
faith But God exerciſed my patience long; ad 
taught me the neceſſity of importunity in prayer 


teouſneſs, for he ſent a violent ſtorm of perſecution, 
which, from its proving intolerable, obliged me to 
ſeek redreſs from the, law of the land, 23:[ was le- 

gally licenſed. My appeal, bowever, proved in vaing 

for, upon the trial, my licence proved an amproper” 
one, from the word zeacher or Preacher being left out 
ef it; which was their fault, not mine, as I had le- 
gally applied, and procured it legally.— I was now: 
obliged to go to London, and get another ee 
and bere the anſwer to my former prayers: appeared.” 
AI was obliged to tarry in London all night- nd as: 
there was a parſon in town who had long wanted.tor 


| and at laſt he anſwered me by terrible ibi in rgb. 


ſee me, not from any perſonal knowledgerof mne hut 8 x 


from various reports he had heard of the Lord's 
dealings with me, I endeavoured to find him aut, 
and I accordingly did : - he received me very couns 
teouſly, and entertained nee At 2 time of 
my undergoing a ſharp trial, 2143.38, 
As anſwers to prayer now ſcemas ta bwholty ded 
died, my faith in God's. providence: began ta fail 
and in very. deed 1 was determined to leave my mi- 

niſterial work, and go and ſettle at Guildford wher® 
I thought I coulg get employment as a gardenes, and} 
n to * little flock at Wookipg on the. Lord 
| D 3 day.— ' 
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49% Is order to accompliſh this with ſome degree 


of conſcience, I endeavoured to get a ſupply of mi- 


niſters for the various places J preached at. But all 


my effarts were in vain: and indeed there was little 
encouragement for any to undertake to ſupply them, 
* they were ſo diſtant from London, and as it was 
in much oppoſition that the cauſe was carried on; — 

befide, there were neither fithes, offerings, nor firplice 


Fees, attending their labours.—Thoſe who undertook f 


the work, muſt haye gone on _=_ warfare OF 
at their own expence. 
As I could not poſſibly get any aſſiſtance in my 
miniſterial labours, I knew not how to go on, as. I 
had no cloaths fit to be ſeen in. I ſuffered too even 
for want ef the common neceſſaries of life; for I had 


as much travelling and preaching as I was able to 
da, if I had lived ever fo well; but as I was obliged 


to live ſo very low, Lwas hardly able to go 1 4 
the work in any ſhape. 

T be, good man whom I have before mentioned, 

and at whoſe houſe I lodged that night, Pur poſed 

that I ſhould go into Suffex, to preach at the place 

of his nativity I anſwered, the apparel I then had 

on was all the cloaths I was poſſeſſed of, and there- 


fore I was really not ft to be ſeen any where, and 


that I was likewiſe in debt. He aſked me if I would 
ay and preach in one of his rooms in the evening 
to a few friends, whom he would invite. I complied 
. e W preached; and thregq 
1 * gentlemen 
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| gentlemen gave me each a guinea the good mag 
alſo went to ſome of his friends, and made it up nine 
guineas, with which ſum I got proper cloathing, and 
other neceffaries ; and there was a little money left. 
to pay ſome debts which I had contracted. Thus 1 
* went home with a full anſwer to my prayers, and in 
my ſecond ſuit of * parſonic attire. This circumſtance” 
much encouraged my faith in God's providence, and 
- cauſed me perpetually to beg of God to be my only. 
provider, teacher, and maſter ; and that he would al- 
ways dire& my ſteps and ſupply my wants, and not 
leave me dependent on the arm of mortals. In my 
| prayers I often made this my plea—that as he had 
called me without the inſtrumentality of any preach- 
er, and ſent me out without the approbation or dice 
approbation of any one, and had in a way of provi- 
dence opened many doors before me, and blęſſeq my 
labours to the good of many ſouls that he would 
alſo let his Providence appear to me as I might ſtand 
in need of it that F might not be burdened with 
cares about zohar 7 fluld rat, or what I Honda drink, 
er 2oherewithal T ſhould be clothed; but that I might de- 
vote body, ſoul, time and talents, to the glory of bis 
name, and to the good of his ohoſen.— Theſe petty 
+ tions God has been PRES to anſiver in ſome me 
ſure ever ſince. 

At my return from Londop, 1 could not eig py ak. 
ing my boaſt of God, even in the pulpit ; and as my 


8 2 perfecutors had burnt me in efigy a little while be- 
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"fore, 1 told m audience that God had ſent me a new 


Ju "Fit of cloaths as it were out of the aſhes, they hav- 
> = . 8 burnt a ſuit of claaths, with which they clothed 
. effigy, not much unlike my old ſuit. . 


I had now a pleaſing gale of proſperity for. ſome 
- time; but ſhortly after, another cloud of frowning pra- 


4 vidences gathered thick over my head, and kept mg 
long in ſuſpence, until I had run ths och ar fifteen 


pounds in debt. a ſum which J had never owed be: 
fore. The greateſt debt which I had ever contracted 
. amounted only to three or four pounds; but as 
my faith in Providence had been ſharply tried, and 
had gathered ſome ſtrength by theſe trials, a greater 
burden was laid on me; and thus I: found Faith's 
taſk to be always proportionable to her ſtrength. In 
che midſt of this trouble, the little flock at Wocking 


| gefired me to take the "rs of thiw.. and to be 


ordained over them, to which I conſented, and gave 
my promiſe.—On my road. bome, however, after I 


| had given my promiſe, Satan violently tempted me; 


and unbelief and carnal reaſan fell ip with the tempta- 
tion.—I was tempted for having refuſed ſome calls 
in the country, where the people would have ſup- 

ported me as their paſtor, if I would have accepted 
of their call bot now I had agreed to take the 
charge of a flock that could never ſupport me ;—T | 


mould be for ever tied down from accepting any 
. R en my t was Rill e 
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chat I was deeply in debt.;——that; my cloths. were 
got as bad as ever that my year was now aut -, ..- 
| And that my gracious Maſter had not given mea mew 


livery, nor was there any appearance of it. 


_ - » Having waded ſome time in this dreadful flood, 1 
"began; at length. to reaſon from paſt, experiences 
that God had hitherto been gracious ; and as he had * 
ſet me to work, I muſt look to him for my wages 


But this Satan attempted to overthrow, by ſuggeſts 


ing that I never was ſo much in debt before. This 
I knew to be true; ſo my faith. began to fail, and I 
' miſtruſted the providence of God. But theſe words 


came ſo ſweet to my mind, and with ſo much power, 
that it bore down all that the tempter could ſuggeſt : 
bee. of the igen of God an, tis rr, an 
il theſe things ſhall. he added mo you. | 

The next day evening I preached at Hammer 


ſmith; and when I came down from the pulpit, 3 


gentleman ſtepped up to me, and told me to, call. at. 
bis houſe, for he had ordered a taylor to call and 
meaſure me for a ſuit of cloaths, which he intended. 
to make me a preſent of. As ſoon as the words were re 
out of his mouth, the above-recited ſcripture recailed - 


on my mind with power, Seek ye fn the. kingdom of | 


God and his rightroufueſs, and all theſe things ſhall be, adds, 


ed unt yay, I hung down my head, and wegs.fos 
joy at the goodneſs of my God to one Wh Was 
725 of. my io War, Wy * has e renn | | 
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were made, and I went and received them.——Thig 
| was one ſharp blow to my unbelief. 


Now, the principal and moſt difficult work of 
faith was, to reconcile my mind as to my large debt 


being diſcharged :—and how this was to be done, 1 
knew not; but this T knew, that I had not impru- 


dently preſumed on God's providence, having con- 


_ tracted it merely to ſupply my wants; and as the 


Lord made me truſt him for the fulfilment of his pro- 
miſes, I was forced to get others to truſt me, till my 
faith could get her wages in.—Thus I ſcored my 
blefſed Maſter up, and in his own A he always pad 


it off with honour. 


Soon after this, my friend in London aſked me to 
preach at his houſe, and I agreed to it; and when 


the day arrived, I went; but he told me he had con- 


— managers of Margaret: ſtreet Chapel about 
my preaching there; that they had agreed to it; and 
that it was advertiſed that I ſhould preach there that 
night. At this I was ſorely offended, as I was very 


much averſe to preaching in London, on feveral ac- 


counts ; firſt, becauſe I had been told it abounded ſo 
much with all forts of errors, that I was afraid of 
falling i into them, as there were ſo many that lay in 
wait to deceive. Another reaſon for my objecting 
f6 preach. in town was, that I had no learning, and 


therefore feared I ſhould not be able to deliver my- 


felf with any degree of propriety ; and as I Knew 


SA of Greet or Hebrew, nor even of the Engliſh 
grammar, 


* 
* 
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grammar, that I ſhould be expoſed to the ſeaurginy © 
tongue of every critic in London. However, I preached © 
that night, and ſoon after I found myſelf induced, by 
' ſundry perſuaſions, to preach the word of God in 
| that very chapel. During many weeks I laboured 
under much diftreſs of mind, reſpecting my want af 
ability ro preach in this great metropolis. '' But God 
at laft removed that diſtreſs, by his condeſcending to 
bleſs his word, even from my mouth; and he was 
pleaſed to deliver a young man from a capital error 
by the firſt diſcourſe I ever delivered at that place, 
| which appeared not only a great encouragement to 
me at that time, but alſo a prelude to that future 
ſucceſs which I might expect vader God's NO 
OR, 1 | : 
Hs es of the e of E, which is 
Rr moſt polite parts of the world, I re- 
| tained a good deal of my native dialect, and many” 
11 expreſſions, which, to the ears of a grammarian, 
ſounded very harſh and uncouth. This circumſtance 
cauſed many uynſanctified critics to laugh and cavil” - 
at me ;—but when God permitted me to drop pto- 
miſcuouſly into company with any of thoſe who were 
ſo very learned, and they began to pour contempt on 
ſome of my expreſſions, I generally found them very | 
deficient in the work of the Spirit on their on ſouls: 
ant though ſome of them ſeemed very wiſe in gef. 
pel doctrines, yet I could eaſily find that this know-" 
ledge was qt from commentators, becauſe they 


vu 
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appeared great ſtrangers to the experience of them on 
their hearts, and alſo to the happy enjoyment of themz 
which I knew they would be able to give an ac- 
count of, if ever they received them wet with dew 
and warm with love from heaven, in anſeeer to the 
prayer of faith. It is true, Tome have often con- 
founded me in the ſenſe and meaning of words, and 
Iikewiſe in the original texts, yet I found I could as 
much confound them in the ſenſible operations of 
the Hol v Guosr, agreeable to the word of God z 
and by my own experience of the Spirit's work, could 
_ overthrow ſome expreſſions of theirs from the He- 
brew language, eſpecially thoſe who laboured to 
overthrow the divinity of the Son of God, the ma- 
nifeſtation of whom to my own ſoul, agreeable to 
dis word, has enabled me to foil the moſt accom» 
liſhed Arian I have ever yet contended with upon 
that point. The only way to prove Chriſt's divinity 
is, to go to him when overwhelmed: with guilt and 
| Hoxror, and to pray to him as the eternal God; and 
{af he appears the obi of faith and prayer, and de- 
Hvers us from che u of God, the guilt of fin, the 
the power of Satan, the fear of death, the curſe of 
the law, and eternal damiiation, and bleſſes us with 
pardon, peace, love, and liberty, he fhall be the 
eternal God of our ſouls ſal vation, though Satan be 
the god of all this uphallowed world. But though 
the ien talks df Chriſt as a fl of help, yet if they 
ald him to be — 3 creature, they might 
EBA as 


Wo . 
\ ASD. ruf BANE o 'FAI THe ct 
As well call him a ſandy foundation at once, as a rock; 


for all fleſh is def, and to duft it mu return. And 


if he had not been God, he certainly would'have ſeem 
corruption as well as other creatures have done: and 
that he was raiſed; from the dead, is not owing to his 
being man, but to his being God ut to death in ibe 
Aide, but quickened by the Spirit. His fleſh being raiſed 
without ſeeing corruption, is owing to his being the 
Son of God with power, and having amimottaliry'and 
eternal life in himſelf, as the ſelf-· exiſtent andiinde<. 
pendent JznwovAn. .” And av God the Father prepar- 


eld a body for him, and he willingly came and woke 
it on him, to do his Father's wil ſo he wor thaß 


fleſhly garment till he had finiſhed the work kis Fa- 
ther gave him to do, and then dipped it in blood, 
and ſanctified himſelf for our fakes, or fanQtifications 
he then laid it down for our life, and raiſed it again 
for our juſtification ;—took ir at laſt to heaven ar he: 


firſt fruits of them. that ſlept, and appears in it as an 


eternal temple, wherein dwells the glorious SBECHINABS 


& all the fulne of the godhead bodily. And: alt our: 
geceſs to God is only through that rent vait'of his 
fleſh ; and he that allows Chriſt to be no more than 


ai creature, denies all the intrinſic glory of the eternal 


godhead that ever dwelt between the cherubims, and 
condemns every hoping foul that ever dwelt Og: 
the wings of the Almighty. .- | 


Upon the whole, I found e | 


2nd, * to be no impediment in the way of the 
Holy, 


\ as 
d 


n 
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'Had'coritten his law on my heart ; and I believe what 
the Holy Ghoſt writes on the mind of man, is always 
"agreeable to the original text; and that if there are 

any errors m our Engliſh tranſlation, the blefled Spi- 
rit will never impreſs the mind of God's elect from a 
W nor ener, a — to, 


Bur 1 ſhall now return to my * ſubject, and 


inform my reader how- my faith managed the large 


debt which I mentioned before, God having long 


exerciſed my faith and patience, until I began to de- 


Mair ¶ ever getting out of it. It ſo happened, that 
a capital error crept into the church of God at 


Horſham, in Suffex ; and ſome friends ſent for me 
it was a place at which I had often preached, and 


indeed this was the firſt place that I ever preached at 
in a public manner. I therefore coniplied with their 


_ requeſt; and in my way thither, I was bleſſed wither 
ane of the moſt comfortable and lively frames of mind 


that 1 had ever enjoyed. This frame was attended 
with a moſt delightful chain of heavenly meditations; 
which, when I arriveil at my journey's end, I com- 
mitted to paper, and ſent to a friend in town hieh 
circumſtance, under God, paved a way for my being 


© 4 invited to preach at Chelſea, which invitation I ae- 
cCepted of. I was afterward informed that a con- 


firmed Arian came out of curioſity to hear me; and 
though I knew nothing of this circumſtance, I was 
. - | PERS ; yet 


* 


* 


Holy Ghoft's power; for I firmly believed, that God. 


5 
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yet led, in the courſe of my ſermon, to be very ſe⸗ 
vere againſt the. deſtructive tenets of that ſect. In 


conſequence of this, the perſon went home convinced, 


and upon his arrival there, he was ſeized with a fit 


of illneſs, during which Chriſt was graciouſly pleaſed 
to manifeſt his atonement to his conſcience. When 


he felt the power, he cried out, The darkneſs is not 
„ pft, and the true light" ſhineth.” He continued in 


this divine extaſy till his body dropped into-the/jaws 
of death, which was about a Crane i 
. Giſcquyſe was delivered. £25; ' 


But to retura to my l * 


woue tos: a liberal turn of mind, aſked me home to 
his houſe to lodge, which I gladly accepted of; and 


in the evening he enquired about my bealth, mini- 


niſterial ſucceſs, and alſo concerning my circum- 
ſtances. As God alone knew my wants; ſo none 
but God could have inclined his heart to relieve me. 


[At my departure he gave me ten guineas. This 


precious anſwer to prayer, coming ſo ſeaſonable in 2 


time of need, put my diſcontent to the bluſh, daſhed 
infidelity itſelf out of countenance, IN 1 


mouth of an accuſing devil. 
I found God's vioemiſesto:bethe Chriſtian's Badia 
Norzs, and a living faith will ever draw on the 


divine BanxER; yea, and the Spirit of prayer, and 


a deep ſenſe of wants, will give an heir of promiſe a 


filial boldneſs at the inexhauſtible Baxx of heaven. 
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Indeed the providence of God is a great myſtery $ 
nor could 1 unriddle it, ever-while I was daily exer- 
ciſed with it. I have known, during my refidence 
t Eoell;\ that 1 have often begun the week with 
Eighteen or twenty pence, ſometimes with two ſhil- 
lings, at other times with half - a- ccο⁹] i and W 7ũ 
have lived through the whole week upon that only; 
without contracting any debt; and 1 found ĩt im- 
poſſible at the week's end; upon the beſt reſſection 1 
could make; to: tell hom I and mine had been ſup- 
ported through the week. At other times I'have 
found that my craving appetite had loſt its keenneſs, 
inſamuch that I have been able to work hard for two 
days together without any food at all and ſome- 
times God has indulged me with ſuch heavetily views 
of a glorified ſtate, and entertained, ny mind witty 
ſuch ſweet eontemplations on futurity,) that my din. 
aer bour has paſſed unnoticed; nor have J obee had 
a thought about it, till four or five o'clock; or He 

the time of leaving my labour. But theſe bieſſet 
acts of God's providential regard, are nothing new 
for he took away the appetite of Moſes and Elijah. 
for forty days together: and he is the ſame: God: 
Rill ;——2r is his bountiful band at all ſhortened, though | 
the faith of the necefitaus bas ſo often ſtreiched it outs © 
At my return, I went and diſcharged my debts as 


far as the ten guineas would go, and left the other 


ſtanding on the book, which Providence uſed as a: 
future exerciſe for my faith. About that time I was 
| | ordained 
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ordained over my little flock at Wooking, and then 
I found Providence began to frown again, in order 
to keep me humble. 'Hpwever, all things worked 


together for my good ;—for being kept daily de- 


pendent on God's providence by faith, I had the 


precious enjoyment of ſweet communion with God; 
and every day did his providence and gracious care 
appear more or leſs over me.— I generally found thoſe 


bleſſings the ſweeteſt, which had cauſed me the moſt 


importunity in prayer, 

Some time after this, I was brought into another 
ſtrait, by receiving a letter which required me to 
give up one of my little flocks, and this happened to 
be one that was at that time my chief ſupport. This 


plot was laid by a perſon who made a god of his - 


wealth, and therefore he found fault with my ſer- 
mons, conceiving that they were levelled at him. 
And indeed the allegation was certainly well found- 
ed; for if a man bas got the world in his heart, the 


preacher is ſure of hitting him, if he Hould —_ 


drazw the bow at a venture. 

However, this alſo worked together for good, for 
it drove me to London ; and when I left my own 
home on the Lord's day morning, my whole ſtock 
of money amounted to no more than twopence : of 


this I took the one half, and left my dame the other; 


one halfpenny of this I paid at Hampton Court 


bridge; and ſoon after 4 poor man aſked an alms of - 
me, to whom I gave the other halfpenny ; ; and then 


8 I be- 


„ 


* 
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"I beſought the Lord not to ſend any perſon to aſk 
alms of me, until his bountiful hand had ſupplied 
my own wants. However, this trial alfo worked to- 
gether for my good; for it was the means of bring- 
ing me fo preach conſtantly in London, and ac- 
cordingly many who had heard me in town met 
with me at my friend's houſe, and invited me to 
preach at Margaret Chapel: — ſeveral friends alſo ſent 
for me to their houſes, and gave me a guinea, and 
others half-a-guinea, till I had N to diſcharge 
the debt which I owed. | 

I now wanted to return home, fearing that my 
family would want bread ; but juſt before the time 
of my departure, a friend from Richmond arrived, 
who informed me he had been to Ditton, and ſupe | 
plied the wants of my family; for he ſaid he had 
been informed of the affair, and gueſſed how my 
Pot ket ſtood; therefore he had carried my wife ſome 
money Ol that men would praiſe the Lord for his 
goodneſs, aud for his wonderful works to the children of 
men! 
At my return home I diſcharged my debts, and 
for a time went ſv cetly on, under the ſunſhine both 
of Providence and Grace; and God ſent me back 
again to the flock which 1 bad been commanded to 
leave by the mouth of a rich and coyetous profeſſor. 

But as the life of faith conſiſts in bearing the croſs. 
of Chriſt, we muſt not expect to be long without 
rials. Proyigenge ſoon frowned on me again, and 
N I gat 


* 
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1 got behind hand as uſual. This happened, too, 
at the time my wife was Iying-inz and indeed ſhe 
had not thoſe neceſſaries of life which are needful 
at ſuch a time. The nurſe came and told her there 
was no tea in the hou :—my wife replied, ** Set the 
5 kettle on, if there is not. The nurſe (who was 2 
daughter of mine in the faith) replied, & You have 
no tea, nor can you get any: my wife replied, | 
«© Set on the kettle.”— She did ſo; and before 
it boiled, a woman (with whom at that time we had 
no acquaintance) came to the door, and told the 
nurſe that ſhe had brought ſome tea as a preſent for 
my wife. Soon after my dame got over her in- ly- 
ing, tidings were brought to us, that a goſpe! mi- 
niſter was coming down to Kingſton to preach an 
evening lecture, and to break hread ta the congre- 
gation.— I had a great deſire to go to the table, and 
alſo to have my child baptized at the ſame time: bur 
I never could ga from the Lord's table without of. 
fering my mite; and at this time it ſo happened that 
I had no money in My pocket, and therefore could 
not go. However, I begged of God to ſend me a 
little money ſome way or other for this purpoſe, and 
I verily believed I ſhould have it. I waited tilt 
within half an Hour of the time to go, and then L 
began to think I ſhould be diſappointed : but juſt 
as unbelief began to call to murmuring and com- 
plaining, I heard a man ride up to. my door as I 1 
was in my ſtudy, at the back part of the houſe ; and 
E 2. | when 
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when I heard him ride away again, I called to my 
wife, and told her to make haſte and get ready to 
go.“ Get ready!“ ſaid ſne, „ why you know. we 
* have no money !''— Poh! poh!“ ſaid I, © God; 
cc has ſent the money ;” and I began to get ready, 
And true enough it was that God had ſent it ; for 
that was all the bufineſs the man had with us, 
namely, t6 give us ſome money. Surely it was 
God that ſent him, and none elſe ; for if the hairs 
of our head are all numbered, we have reaſon to believe 
that our wants are; and that if God certainly keeps 
our hairs from falling to the ground, he ſupplies our 


wants alſo. 


Soon after this, I was obliged to borrow a guinea 
of a certain friend, and promiſed to pay him on the 
Thurſday night following, if he would call for it; 
and I begged of God to ſend it me from ſome quar- 
ter-or other, and I firmly believed he would do it. 
The day before my friend was appointed to call on 
me for the money, I was to go out to preach among 
many of my friends, and I earnaſtly begged of God 
to ſend it me that day, if it was his will and plea- 
ſure; and I had-no more doubt of God's ſending it, 
than I had of my own exiſtence : however, I re- 
turned home without it, and wondered how it could 
be, when the Saviour ſays, V lat ſocver ye ſhall aft be- 
lieving, ye ſhall have it, and nothing ſhall be impoſſible 
unto you, I told the Lord that I prayed in faith for 
it, and that I firmly believed I ſhould have it, but 
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had not got it. This text of ſcripture came with 
power to my mind, Faith is the ſubſiance of things hoped 
for, and- the evidence of things not ſeen. T had from 
that time a ſweet view of that text of ſcripture, and 
delivered ſeveral diſcourſes from it, which God 
ſeemed to bleſs with power. 
ſubject As ſoon as I came home, I hggan to fret 
becauſe I had not got the money that I expected; 


but ſtill the text anſwered me, Faith is the ſubſlance . 


of things hoped for, &c. I replied, ** If it be the ſub- 
& flance, it is as ſure as the thing itſelf,” Upon this, 
the man came into my ſtudy, and I was going to 
make an apology to him; but before I opened my 
mouth, the good man ſaid, I come to defire you 
& not to think of paying me the guinea, for I have 
hy. mn you a preſent of it, and God bleſs you with 
<« it.” As ſoon as he was gone, the ſame paſſage of 


ſcripture recoiled upon my mind again with much 


comfort, Faith is the ſubſtance of "things hoped for, &e. 
and indeed fo I clearly ſaw it to be both in ſpirituats 
and temporals. Thus my faith was not confounded, 


nor my hope diſappointed ; all my trouble ſprung | 


from my own ſin, which was limiting the Holy One of 
 Ifrael: my way was expecting the money to pay the 
debt ; but God's way was—to take away from my 
creditor the expectation of payment. 
About that time a perſon came to me, and offered 
to let the houſe to me which he then lived in, as he 


Was going to lcaye it, I own J had a defire after it, 
E 3 becauſe 


But to return to my 


. 
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becauſe it had a large garden belonging to it, whiety 
T could look after myfelfy and raiſe many vegetables 
which would help to ſupport my family :—the gar- 
den was walled in alfo; which I much admired, as 1 
was very fond of retirement; and there as a ſtable, 
©. a: brewhouſe, and every other convenience in it; and: 
the rent was only fix pounds ten fhillings per annum. 
But the man told me it would colt ſeven or eight 
pounds to take the fixtures of the houſe :I there- 
1 fore gave up the thoughts of it, as I had no view of 
tl raiſing ſuch a. ſum. So I dtove it from my thoughts, 
though I much wanted it. 
A few days after this, a friend called at my houſe 
to ſee me, and I told him about the houſe,” and 
ſhewed it to him. He perſuaded me to take it, which 
-L accordingly did; but was to ſtay. a few weeks, till 
the perſon I was to- ſucceed could provide himſelf 
IA with another fituation,. ſuitable for his buſineſs. I 
therefore aſked God in prayer to enable me to pur- 
chaſe the fixtures of this houſe, if it was-agreeable to 
Kis ſoxereign will and pleaſure ;. for I knew the bounds- 
of our habitation were fixed by him. —Accerdingly, the 
providence of God appeared fo conſpicuous, that I 
ſhortly got the money together to pay for the fix-- 
_ ures :. but the perſon dciired me to wait a few weeks 
Jonger, as he had been diſappointed of the houſe he 
expected to go into; ſo waited two months, during, 
2 Which time I had been forced to ipeng allthe money. 
| | 4 7822 Iben 
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Then I begged of God to fruſtrate my going into 
the houſe at all, if it was diſpleafing to him, though 
much wanted it; becauſe my little cot as placed 
in a very vulgar neighbourhood, and the windows 
being ſo very low, I could not ſtudy at any window 
without being expoſed to the view of my enemies, 
who often threw ſtones through the glafs, or faluted 
me with a volley of oaths or imprecations. This 
was very diſagreeable to me. In my public mini- 
ftrations I expected nothing elſe, but the cue verum 
of afps ; but to commune with my God in private, 
was all the fweet refuge I had to fly to, and the only 

| door of hope that was open for comfort and relief. 
However, Providence ſoon began to thine again: 


and indeed I had nothing elſe to live on from year's — 
end to year's end, but what God ſent me in anſwer 

fo prayer. But at this time a perſon gave me fire 
guineas, which kind providence I rather wondered : 
at. But the following night I had a dream —(F 4 


hope my brethren will not hate me yet the more becauſe 
of my dreams, Gen. xxxvii. 5. ſeeing we have a ſerip- 
tural warrant for the relation of it; He that hath a 
dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, 
let him ſpeat my word, Jer. xxiii. 28.) My dream 
was, that the perſon before-mentioned ſent to me, 
| informing me he was going to leave his houſe, and 
the things were to be appraiſed on Friday mornings . 
and he ſhould expect me to pay him the money Clown 
for the fixtures. I ſaid in my dream, oy Lord, thou 
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7 GOD, ra POOR MAN's GUARDIAN, 
„ Kknoweſft I cannot go, for I have not got money 
* enough.” There came an anſwer to me in my 
dream, & Go tb Mr. Munday, cutler, at Kingſton- 
© & upon-Thames, and he will lend you as much as 
„ you want.” I ſoon after awoke, and behold it 
was a dream ! and therefore I took little notice of 
it. But in a few hours the perſon ſent to me, to in- 
form me he was going to leave his houſe, and ſhould * 
expect me to come and ſee the things appraiſed the 
next day morning, and pay him for the ſame. Then 
I began to think it was more than a dream. The 
fame night Mr. Munday of Kingſton, called on me, 
and, to the beſt of my remembrance, never called 
at my houſe before. I accordingly aſked him if he 
would lend me a little money; he replied, * I will 
« lend you all that I have in my pocket; and if you 
er will call on me to-morrow at Kingſton, I will lend 
« you five pounds if. you want it.” He accordingly 
|. lent me what he then had with him, and the next 
E morning the things were appraiſed to me, and J paid 
. for. them, and had juſt nine millings ao ah 18 
the end of my dream. 

My year was now expired, and I wanted a new par- 
fonic livery ;—and in humble prayer I told my moſt 
blefſed Lord and Maſter, © that my year was out, 
< and my apparel was bad that I had nowhere to 
cc go to, but to him for theſe things and as he had 
% promiſed to give his ſeryants food and raiment, I 
© hoped he would fulfil his promiſe to me, though 
. 2 „ one 


\ 


* 
— - 2 4 .. 


ce one of the worſt of, them.” But as I ſaw no ſigns 
of my livery coming, I began to omit praying for 
it; though God ſays, For all theſe things I will be en- 
quired of by the houſe of Ifrael, that I may do them for 
them. But it fell out one day that I called on a poor 
man, who complained that he could not attend the 
word of God for the want of apparel. | This drove 
me to praying again for my new ſuit of cloaths, that 
I might give my old ones to that poor man,—A few 
days after this, I was deſired to call at a gentleman's 
houſe, near London, which Faccordingly did; and 


indeed it had been impreſſed on my mind for ſix 


weeks before this, that God would uſe that gentle- 
man as an inſtrument to furniſh. me with my next 


ſuit :—and fo it fell out; for I called on the gentle- 


man, and when I left his houſe, he went a little way 
with me; and while we were on the road. he ſaid, 
« J think you want a new ſuit of cloaths:“ -I an- 
ſwered, *©* Yes, Sir, I do; and I know a poor man 
& that would be very glad of this which I have on, 
« if my Maſter would furniſh me with another ;” and 
when he took his leave of me,. he defired me to call 
on him the next morning, which I accordingly. did; 
and he ſent; a tay lor into the room to me, and ho- 
nourably told me to be meaſured. for what cloaths I: 
choſe, and a great coat alſo; and when I got them, 
I then furniſhed. the poor man with my old ſuit. 
This was the fourth ſuit of apparel that my Maſter 
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gave me in this providential manner, in anſwer to 
the fimple prayer of faith. 

Soon after this, I was brought into another ſtrait, 
| which was, I had contracted a debt of five pounds 
for ſeveral neceſſaries which F wanted, ſuck as linen 

and other things. F promiſed to pay it on ſuch a 
day; and many prayers I put up that God would 
enable me to pay it according to my promiſe. Ar 
_ Kkift the day arrived, and F had not one fürthing to 
pay it. About the hour of ten, the belF rung at my 
gate: ſuppofing nt to Be my ereditor, I kneeled down, 
and begged of God not to ſend my crediter till he 
Kad ſent me the money to pay him. Ir proved not 


+. 
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to ſee me. Fordered him up ſtairs, who, when he 
came, had much to fay to me about the things of 
God; and when he left me, gave me two guineas. 
* Soon after this, I went to work in my garden, and 

4 = "another perſon, who lived at a great diſtance from 
| me, came to ſpeak to me, and gave me another 

guinea. After that, P took a walk in the fields, and 
met with two gentlemen who feared God, and who 
had come from Eondon on purpoſe to ſee me, and 

they gave me two guineas. The next day my cre- 

_ Bitor came; and his money was ready for him. 
I have omitted one providence which has juſt oc- 
curred to my mind, and which happened at the time 

os r , that 


| to be the man I expected: but ſoon after the belt 
3 rung age in, and kueeled down again, and prayed with 
1 the ſame words; and was informed a ſtranger wanted 
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: that I carried coals for my bread.—It fell out one 
night, that we were foreed to put our little ones to- 
bed without a fupper, which grievad me much, and 
1 got but little fleep on that account alt night; bur 
when I did, it was not long, for 1 ſoon awoke again, 
and lay and wept bitterly under my hard fate, *'” 
While I was weeping and praying, a perſon came to 
the window, and told me there was a load of ond 
koops come to the wharf from Dorking, in Surry; and 
that I muſt get up and unload them, which 1 ſoon 
did. —W hen I had done, the farmer told me he had 
brought me a little meat ge, and a little flaggon of 
eyder, as he had ſome time ago heard me ſay I was: 
very fond of cyder. As foon as he was gone, I went 
home, and endeavoured to awake my young ones, 
but in vain > however, T ſet them up on theie 
bolſter, and they began to eat before they were fulx 
awake. Thus God ſent food from a place ſo re. 
N mote in anſwer to the groaning petition of my bur 
| dened heart. God grant, that if my reader isa poor 
Chriſtian, he may take encouragement from theſe 
accounts to pray and watch the hand of God in ever 
time of trouble, until he fees, agreeable to che p 1 
miſe, that God cauſes all his . to Nr 5 


him. 


At this time I had many doors opened to meſh 
preaching the goſpel, and they lay very wide aparti 
preached at Margaret: ſtreet i in London; at Rich! 

mond alſo, at Ditton, at Cobham, at Wookingwat. - 
Waren 5 
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| Worpleſdon, and at Farnham, in Surry; and I found 
it too much for my ſtrength.— However, I kept on 
a conſiderable gime in this way, till at laſt I was 
generally laid up fick about once a month. I found 

I had great need of a horſe ; but I feared I ſhould 
not be able to keep it, if I had one: however, it 
happened that I had a very ſevere week's work to 
do; I was to go to Wooking and preach on the 
Lord's day morning, and to Worpleſdon in the af- 
ternoon, and- from thence to Farnham in the even- 
ing: —I was to preach at Petworth, in Suſſex, on 
the Monday evening, at Horſham on the Tueſday 
evening, and was to preach at Margaret-ſtreet Cha- 
pel on the Wedneſday evening, and at Ditton on the 
Thurſday evening; but before I could reach Ditton 
on thẽ Wedneſday, I was ſo far ſpent that I thought 

I muſt have lain down on the road, but with much 

1 difficulty reached home; and then I had to go to 

b- London. Finding myſelf wholly unable to perform a 

all this labour, I went to prayer, and beſought God | 
to give me more ſtrength, leſs work, or a horſe ;** 

- and then 1 hired a horſe to ride to town on; and 
when I came there, I went to put him up at Mr. 
FJachſus livery- „ near the chapel, in Margaret- 
ſſtreet s but the offier informed me they had not room 
to take him in: I aſked if his maſter was in the yard; 
he ſaid, Yes; I defired to ſee him; but the maſter 
told me he could not take the horſe in; at the hear- 
8 ing of which I was going out of the yard, and he 
ſtepped 


* , 46: wr ib 
ö 3 Wo : . * "x 
, 4 34 2 2a 4 


_AnD THE BANK or FAIT H. 
ſtepped after me, and aſked-if' I was the perſon that 
preached at Margaret · ſtreet Chapel; I told him Iwas: 
he burſt into tears, and told me he grould ſend one 
of his own horſes out, and take mine in; and informs: 
ed me of his coming one night to hear me out of cu- 
rioſity, becauſe he had been informed that I had been 


2 coal-heaver.— He then told me that God ſhewed+ 
him under the firſt diſcourſe the infufficiency.of his 


own wretched righteouſneſs—the carnality and hy- 


pocriſy of his religion—the true ſtate of his ſoul - 


and the neceſſity of the Spirit and grace of Chriſt Je- 


ſus the Lord to change his heart, if ever he was ſa- 


ved.— This was good news to me; and he bleſſed 


God for ſending me there. — He alſo informed me, 


that ſome of my friends had been gathering money 


to buy me a horſe, and that he gave ſomething to- 
ward him. But directly after I found the horſe was 


bought and paid for —and one perſon gave me a 


guinea to buy a bridle, another gave me two whips, 
another gave me ſome things neceſſary for the ſtable, 
another truſted me for a ſaddle; and here was a full 
anſwer to my prayer. So I mounted my horſe, and 


rede home; and he turned out as good an animal as 


ever was rode. | WF. 22 


As I was on my road home, I Was meditating 6 on 


the manifold bleſſings which I had received from 
God, both in a way of grace and providence; and 
how unworthy I was of them, and how unthankful 


and I faid to my God, I had 


I had been for them : 
| | more 


* 
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more work for my faith now than I had before; for 
the horſe would coſt half as much to keep him as 
my whole family; in anſwer to which this ſcripture 
came to my mind with power and comfort, Dreell iy 
Ihe land and do good, and verily thou ſhalt be fed. This 


ns a bank note put into the hand of my faith; and 


when I got po then I pleaded jt before God, and 
he anſwered it: fo that I lived and cleared my way 
juſt as well when I had my horſe to keep, as I did be- 
fore; for I could not get any thing either to eat, drink, 

wear, or uſe, without begging it of God. And found: 
times I found much murmuring in my heart againſt 
being held in with jo tight a rein: but I was ſure to 
ſuffer for that afterward, and found by daily expe- 

rience chat I could not add one cubit to God's Aature, no, 
now even in the lia thing ; therefore it vt in vain fur 


me 10 take thought for the reſt, 


Having now had my horſe for ſome time, and rid- 
ing a great deal every week, I ſoon wore my breeches 


out, for they were not fit to ride in.— I hope the 


reader will excuſe my mentioning the word breeches, 


which I ſhould not have done, if this paſſage of 
ſeripture had nor intruded itſelf into my mind, (juſt 


as I had reſolved in my -own thoughts to leave this 


piovidence of God our of the treatiſe) namely, in 
End. xxviii. 42, 43. And thou ſbalt make them linen 
-  breeches tu cover their nakedneſs, from the loms even unto 


the thighs they ſhall reach. And they ſhall be upon Aaron 
and ** his Ia, when they come into the tabernacle of ths 
A congregation, 


* 
* COT w—- 
* 


gongregat ion, or when they come near unto the altar n 
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in the holy place; that they bear not iniquity, and die. x 


Hall be a flatute for ever unto him, and fus ſeed after him, 
By this paſſage of ſcripture, and three others, pame- 
ly, Ezek. xliv. 18. Lev. vi. 10, and Lev. xvi. 4. I 
ſaw that it was no crime to mention breeches, nor the 
way in Which God ſent them to me; as Aaron and 


his ſons were clothed - entirely by Providence; and 


as God himſelf condeſcended to give orders what 
they ſhould be made of, namely, linen; and how 
they ſhould be cut, namely, to cover the loins. And 
I believe the ſame God ordered mine, and fo I truſt 
it will appear in the following ſtory : 

The ſcripture tells us 79 call no man maſter, for one 
is our maſter, even Cbriſt.— I therefore told my moſt 


* bountiful and ever-adored Maſter, that I wanted a 


pair of breeches; hut his moſt bleſſed Majeſty ſeemed * 


to take no notice of 1 it for near a month, which was a 


trial to my faith, as they were got ſo very bad; and 
] evidently ſaw by ſcripture that God hated naſtineſg 
in a Chriſtian, by that paſſage which commands the 


uſe of the paddle in Dew, xxiii, 13, 14.3 and I knew, _ 


God hated idleneſs alſo, becauſe he commanded 


Adam and Eve 10 dreſs the garden, and to Keep it. 
Therefore I defired earneſtly to appear neat and de, 
cent in the pulpit, though Providence ſaw it neede 
ful to keep me poor, 1 
] often made very free in my prayers with my in- 
valuable Maſter for this favour, but he till kept me 
1 ſa. 
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ſo amazingly ꝓoor, that I could not get them at any 
rate. At laſt I was determined to go to a friend of 
mine at Kingſton, who is of that branch of bufineſs, 
to beſpeak a pair, and to get him to truſt me until 
my Maſter ſent me money to pay him : I was that 
day going to London, and was fully determined to 
beſpeak them as I rode through the town. How- 
ever, when I paſſed the ſhop I forgot it : but when 
I came to London, I called on Mr. Croucher, ſhoe- 
maker, in Shephara's Market, and he told me there 
was a parcel left there for me, but what it was, he 
knew not. I opened it, and there was a pair of lea- 
ther breeches, with a note in them, the ſubſtance of ' 
which was, to the beſt of my remembrance, as fol- 


lows: 


cc Sir, | 

6 J have ſent you a pair of breeches, and hope 
« they will fit. I beg your acceptance of them; 
% and if they want any alteration, leave in a note 
* what the alteration. is, and I will call in a few 
K days and alter them. | 

wo 8. 4 

I tried them on, and they fitted « as well as if I had 
83 meaſured for them, which I was amazed at, as 
chere was not a leather breeches;maker in London that 
had ever meaſured me. Iv wrote an anſwer to the note 
to this effect : 
„ Sir, | 
received your preſent, and thank you for 1 its 


* T1 was going to order a pair of leather breeches to 
& be 


A TRE BANK or FAIT H. ; r 
pe made, becauſe I did not know till now that my 


* Maſter had beſpoke them of you. They fit very 
« well; which fully convinces me, that the ſame God 
* that moved the heart to give, guided the hand to 
©. cut; becauſe he perfectly knows my ſize, having 
« cloathed me in a miraculous manner for nigh five 
« years: and when you are in trouble, Sir, I hope 
« you will tell my Maſter of this; and tell him what 
« you, have done for me, and he will repay you with 


% honour.” - m 28 0 
bis is as nigh as 1 am Ts it; and L 
added, 14 


cannot * out ud F. unleſs J put J. for I 
«. raelite indeed, and S. for Sincerity, . becauſe you did 


% not SOUND the drape befare you, as the hypocrites 


oe 40, * | 1 


About chat time am 1 g. 1 pair | 


of. breeches-in the ſame extraordinary manner, with- 
out my ever being meaſured for them. — But per- 
daps my reader may blame me for this relation, and 
think that as the good man gave his alms entirely in 
ſecret, it ought not to be publiſhed to the world. To 
which I anſwer, our bleſſed Saviour, when he Was 

on eatcth, ſpake his parables openly 3, but * 
yi > — communicated. to his diſciples all the rich 
treaſures of wiſdopy and knowledge that lay.couchefl 
in them. Thus Ghiiſt gave his ſpijitual-alos in- 


Aaet; yet he commanded them to ꝓtclaim that wif- | 
dom upon the houſe-tops. It is true, ke charged his 
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patients, when healed, not to tell any man what he 
had done; which was, to ſhow that he fought not 
the applauſe of man, but the honour of God, while 
he remained a bond-ſervant under the law, and in a 


Nate of humiliation : yet, after his death, they were 


to prockiim the whole of it to all the world; and alt = 


that Chriff healed by the diſciples were allowed to 
prochim it, and ſometimes they were preſented: be- 
fore the cauneils' as witneſſes of his- power. And 
though our alms are to be in ſecret, and wo are com- 


manded te fay we are inprofitable ſervants 3\ yet the 


Redeemer, who graciouſly condeſcends to receive and 
accept the fruits of our faith; will proclaim theni one 
day before all the offspring of Adam.—I was a fun- 
gerru, and ye gavr me meat 3" was thirfly; and ye gave 


me drink; I was a frage, and ye took me in; naked, 


ind je clothed ne; fick and in pri h, and ye viell me: 
und they, being ftript of all Amimaniſm, ſaid, Lord, 


"when faw der thee an hungred, &c. &c. ?—Foraſmuth as 


' lent #bour i it; but the recerver ought nat to be mute, 


A 
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© | Theſe things plainly Mew, 8, that our 10 * 


ye- have done it no one eee een 
# unto mr. 


to be given in ſerret, and that the giver ought to be 


'but proclaim it to the honour of God, who opens 
the heart, and ta the praiſe of his brother, who bas 
dobe well through grace: — and thus Paul and Fohn, 
i their epiſtles, Ry os TRE in the 
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I was one night going to Richmond to preach, 
and it was at a time when there was much fnow on 


the ground, and alfo a very ſevere froſt ; and behold. 
" "as I was on the road, I met a poor cripple, in a very 5 


deplorable condition. He ſolicited an alms of me, 


and I refuſed him, beeaufe 1 had but one ſhilling in 
all the world, and I did not chaſe to part with that 1 


however, I found myſelf greatly diſtreſſed becauſe L 
did not give it to him, as he appeared in ſuch a mi- 
ſerable condition — I thought, perhaps; in ſuch 4 


fevere night as that was, he might periſh for want of 


the neceffaries of life, When I came to Richmond, 
I told a friend of it, and ſaid, I thought him to be 
in a dreadful fituation, becauſe I was ſo much dif- 
treſſed about refufing to relieve him; and declared 
that if 1 met him again, I would give it to him, if 
I never had another ſhilling of my own.—The next 
night, as I was going to preach in a village adjacent, 


I met the ſame poor object, and T had got the faiths 


ſhilling in my pocket, and no more» The poor cregs 
ture paſſed me, but aſked nothing of me; however, 
1 turned back and gave him the ſhilling,- and the 
poor man received it with great joy and thankful. 


nefs, and told me a deal of his ſufferings, which füllx 


convinced me he was in great want; and this bleſſetl 
paſſage of ſcripture came to my mind, He that hath 
pity upon the poor, lendeth unto the Lord; and that which 


te bath given, will le pay him again, Prov. xix. 19. — 


I went that night and delivered my difcourſe ; an 
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when I bad done, a woman took me afide into * 


room, and put three half- crown pieces into my hand, 
ſaying, I was commanded, to give you that.” — 

aſked her, “ By whom ?”—She replied, © By a gen- 
« tleman; but you are not to know his name.“ 
Thus I received my ſhilling again, with a very con- 
fiderable intereſt; and thus alſo the fulfilment of the 


pPromiſe took place. 


One providence I had 8 which was, 
that I\was exceeding badly off for beds and bedding 3 
and indeed for many months my little ones were 
forced to die upon bags of hay ; but after putting up 
many petitions, niy moſt bleſſed Maſter ſent me theſe 
things allo,— There were ſome of my moſt intimate 


acquaintances Who knew, how I was tried in this re- 


ſpect, though I never made it known to any body 


who was capable of helping me out of my trouble. 
But one night (after I had done preaching at Rich: 


mond) a perſon invited me home to his houſe with 
him, and ſhewed me a laige bundle tied up, telle 
ing me, that it was for me. I aſked who the donor 


was; he replied, “ Vo are not to know that.“ I. 
carried it home, and | proved to be bedding, and 


the very things which I ſtood in ſo much need of.— 


Thus the bleſſed Saviour fulfils his gracious promiſe, 


hich he made to his ſervants, when he ſaid, hat- 
ſoever ye ſhall aſk in my name, that Lzill do, that the 
Father may be glorified in the Sou. Fe ſhall aſt am 


Hans,. 1 will do it, John xiv, 13, 14. 
a9 4 B . Some 
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Some time after this, I took. goſpel courage, and 


had my Maſter to give me a new bed; and I im- 


portuned his ever-blefled and moſt excellent Majeſty; 
until J got it. And I perceived that the Lord ap- 
proved of a bold, though not of a preſumptuous, 


_ beggar, agreeable to his word, Let us come boldly unto 


the throne of grace, &c.; therefore I. boldly aſked him 
the favour, and perſevered in it, until I was one day 


informed by a friend, that four or five pious people 


were coming on ſuch a day from London, to vilie 
me. Then my faith told me I ſhould ſoon have the 
bed. Accordingly they came, and we had ſome com- 


fortable converſation together: toward evening they 


departed, and at their departure they- gave me-four 
guineas. Oh! what Chriſtian, in his right mind, 
would murmur and complain at his povetty, when, 
with a watchful eye, he ſecs ſuch. liberal ſupplies 
poured forth ftom the inexhayſtible Foray Ut Provi- 


dence! 
I was determined to 1 this money for hk 


and therefore went to a good man in London, and 


beſpoke one; he very ſoon ſent it down to me, with a 
rug alſo, and a pair of very good blankets.;—and ſoon 
after I called to pay him for it, when he told me to, 
pay his clerk, which I did, and got a receipt: but 
afterward the gentleman went a little way with me, 
and at his departure gave me all my money back 
again. How ſweet are temporal, as well as ſpiritual, 
bleſlings, when they are ſeen to come rom a covοj,jũ 

F 3 nant 
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nant God and Father, in anſwer to the fimple prayer 
of faith! Surely, he that will obſerve theſe things, even 
he tall underſiand the loving kindneſs of the Lord. The 
promiſes of God pleaded in humble prayer, and pro- 
miſed mercies received in anſwer thereto, always come 
with a divine impreſſion, and ſeoretened with love to 
us; for every fuch mercy is ſanflified by the word of 
God and prayer: but to the unbelieving and the pray. 
erleſs there is nothing clean, thougy there be ever ſo 
much ftock in hand. | 

I have ſometimes been proud and vain enough to 
think, that my habitation and temporal merries, which 
my God has ſent me, attended with the bleſſed in- 
fluences of comforting grace, have been as much 
conſecrated to me, as any cathedral church, or church. 
yard, in Europe, which had even the conſecration of 
a biſhop to make it ſacred ; for I have often thought 
that it is the preſence of God, and that ozly, that 
conſecrates an houſe of prayer; and that it is God's 
Hleffing, the habitation of the juſt, with his preſence, 
that makes their tents noLY ; and on whatever ſpat 
God is pleaſed to viſit a foul with his powerful and 
free ſalvation, and to manifeſt himſelf a fin-pardon- 
mg God, through Chriſt, by his Mosr Hol v Spi- 
nir, that ſuch ſpots of ground, and ſuch only, can, 
with propriety, be called yorLy Ru p”: - and I 
believe it would puzzle even the leamed,themfelves, 
to ſhew any other confeequrion than this thae 1s god 

_ any thing, 


As 
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As for the conſecration of church- yards, which 
ſome are ſo fond of laying their bodies in, I have n 
deſire after them; as I believe all the corpſes that lie 
there were ſown in weakneſs, ſown in diſhonour, and 
ſown in corruption; and living conſecration doth-nor 
dwell with dead men's bones, and all uncleanneſs, but with 
the living, who are conſecrated kings, priefts, and Na- 
garites. 


out of my way after conſecration; but, indeed, I am 
not the firſt man that mock conſecration has led aſtray x 
however, I ſhould not have meddled with it, if it bad 
not intruded itſelf into my thoughts; and therefore 
rather than diſpleaſe my e I will reſume my 
ſubject. 

Another year having rolled c over my head, I began 
to look about for my new livery; for I always took 
care to let my moſt propitious Mas rx x know when my 
year was out: and, indeed, I wanted it bad enough; 


for riding on horſeback ſoiled my cloaths much more 
than walking did. However, my Lord exerciſed my 
faith and patience for fix weeks together about this 
lixery-; and I looked all manger of ways to ſee it ap- 
pear, but every door ſeemed ſhut up à I could: not 


ſee from what quarter it was to come.—(Yoy know, 
reader, we are all very fond of running before God; 


but he K his own ꝓace.) — At length I was in- 


formed by Mr. Byrchmore, that a gentleman. in Wells, 


ſtreet yayred to ſee me :—I therefore called upon. 


F 4 him 5 
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I hope my reader will excuſe a 
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bim; and when I was admitted into the parlour, 
there ſat the gentleman, and his ſpouſe by him; and 
he wep!, and begged I would not be angry at what 
he was going to relate, -which was, that he had for 
ſome time defired to make me a preſent of a ſuit of 
cloaths, and he was afraid I ſhould be offended at his 
offer, and not accept it,—(** An !” ſays Emy, there 
< need be no fear of that; for Methodi/t parſons are 
v all for what they can get. It is true: and we 
are commanded to covet earneſtly the- beft things; and 
ſo we do; for we expect a double reward of the 
Lord—orie in this world, and the other in the next; 
and this is no more than what our Maſter has pro- 
miſed to give us; for we are to receive an hundred fold 
in this world, and in the world io come life everlaſtingt)—- 
I told the good man that I had been for ſome-time 
expecting a ſuit of cloaths, but I ſaw not how I was 
to procure them. They both wept for joy upon my 
accepting them, and I wept for joy that they gave 
them ſo freely. They ſaid, they had many fears that 
I ſhould be offended at their offer, and not receive 
them-:—and I had been much exerciſed in my mind, 
Fearing that my Maſter would not give them to me, 
as he had uſually done: however, aur minds were, 
_ eaſed of our fears on both ſides, and I was clothed ; 

and it was the beſt ſuit of cloaths I ever had. —This 
is the fifth livery that my por ſtaggering faith put 
on my back, and every ſuit came from a different 
quarter.— The name of the good man that gave me 
5 11 c this 
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this ſuit is R——1.—I mention this, to ſhew'that I 
cannot keep ſuch ſecrets, becauſe he ſtritlyTharged 
me not to let it be known. However, I have imitated 
the diſciples: of old in this; for it is ſaid of them, 
that the more Chriſt charged them to keep ſilence, the more 
they ſpread it abroad; and indeed it muſt be ſo, or elſe 
the Lord would be deprived of the honour that is 
due to his holy name.—And as for the Saviour's 
charge, it plainly ſhewed, that he ſought not the ap- 
plauſe of men; yet it is the indiſpenſible duty of 
every Chriſtian to applaud the Saviour. —But if my 
reader will give me leave, I will ſhew my opinion of 
the Saviour's charge :I believe one great reaſon why 
he charged them to keep his miracles concealed was, 
becauſe thoſe that were healed were, in general, very 
ignorant of his deity ; yea, and even his diſciples _ 

_ - theinſelves, at that time, had but very groſs, low, 
and ſhallow thoughts and views of his being the om» 
nipotent and ſelf exiſtent JERovans We often hear 
hem calling him by the name of his manhood only: 
as when he rebuked the waves of the ſea, they faid, 

What manner of man is this, that even the twinds and 
the fea obey him? And as two of them were going to 

Emaus, and the Saviour drew near to them, and 

aſked them the reaſon of their being ſad, they ſaid; 

Art thou a ſtranger 10 Jeruſalem, and knoweft- nut theſe. 
things ? 4pd when he ſaith, hat things ? they ſaid, Con- 
cerning Jeſus of Nazare!h,*%g-max mighty in bord and 

deeds before God and all the people, &c. mentioning his 
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manhood only. And Martha alſo, at her brother's 
grave, had her groſs thoughts lifted up no higher, 
when ſhe ſaid, But even now whatſoever thou wilt aſk 
of God, God will give i thee :—the Saviour's anſwer 
was, 1 am the reſurreftion and the life ; he that believeth 
n ne, (mark, Ix MH though he were dead, yet ſhall he 
tive; and he that liveth and believeth, ſhall never die.— 
Doft-thou believe this? Thou believeſt that I am 
, prevalent with God in prayer, and that which I 
* aſk of God, God will give it me. If thy faith, 
Martha, centers in me, as one who is only preva- 
1 lent: with God in prayer, thou makeſt me no more 
«« than Noah, Daniel and Job were: but doſt thou 
<< believe that I am the reſurrection itſelf, and that 
* eternal liſe which lives in all the juſt, and which all 
** the juſt live ix Doſt thou believe this?? 
It is to be obſerved, that if any came to our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt with their carnal thoughts bovering al- 
together about his manhood, they generally met with 
a ſharp reproof : Gocd maſter, what good thing ſhall I 
dn ? ſaid one: Ay callet thou me good, ſaid the Sa- 
| viour, there is none good but one, that is God. But if 
any approached the Lord as the object of faith and 
worſhip, they were ſure to meet with his approba- 
tion.— Thus the tenth leper that was healed, war- 
Shipped him as the real object of faith; and his faith 
was approved, and peace add to it, G0 thy way, ſaid 


Chriſt, thy faith hath made thee zobole ; _ goin peare. And 
when Thomas cried out, My Lord and my God ! © Ay, 


« Thomas, * 


ww * . 
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* Thomas,” faid the Saviour, „a. and apaing - 
4% You call me Lord and Mafier, and ye ſay well, for ſo 
* am. Thus it appears, that our deat Lord often 
lifted their thoughts up to his godhead, when (like 
the birds upon Abraham's facrifice) they were ſet · 
tling upon his fleſh and blood only; as the Arians in 
our days do, juſt like a ſhoal of eagles, always works 
ing upon the carcaſe, but cannot ſee the ALTAR that 
fanQtified the ſacrifice, Job's eagle did not do To; 
te mounted up when God commanded her, and made ler 
nefl on high. She dwelt and abode upon the Rock, not 
upon the ſand; yea, ſhe ſat upon the n of the Rocx, 
even the arm of Omnipotence, that frong place. From 
thence ſhe ſought the prey; that is, ſhe fed upon Chriſt . 
erucified by faith.—And her eyes beheld afar off ; that 
is, in hope ſhe looked at Chriſt glorified, now in the 
higheſt heavens; and there the ſaw the King in his, 
beauty, in that land which is very far off, Iſa. xxxiii. 17. 
Her young ones alſo ſuck up blood; they live by faith 
on the atonement ;—and where the ſlain are, there is 


Ar, agreeable to the Saviour's comment on the words, Eo 


Matt. xxiv. 28. Job xxxix. 27—30. 

But to return to my ſubject.— I had an invitation 
to go and preach at Horſham, in Suſſex, one Mon- 
day evening. On the preceding Lord's day I preach 
ed at Wooking, in Surry, and had to ride from thenee 
to Horſham. On the Monday I ſet out, to go acroſs 
the country, and it happened to be in the winter ſea- 
ſon; and juſt as I got out of Guildford town, it be- 
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gan to rain, and continued to rain in a violent man- 


ner all the time that I was on the road. It ſo hap- 


pened, that I had but one ſhilling in my pocket, which 
would only procure a feed of corn for my- horſe; and 
pay the turnpikes. My ſurtout coat was only a very. . 
thin-Bath, which was of very little uſe, as it was almoſt 
worn out; therefore I was much expoſed to this v io- 
lent ſtorm of rain, having ſo bad a covering :—and, 

indeed, I think I never had been ſo wet before—l 
was obliged to ſtrip, and have even my ſhirt waſhed, 
before-I could preach. I then ſecretly wiſhed for a 
large horſeman's coat, as I was forced to ride in all 
weathers: but as I had been begging ſo many things 
of my moſt- indulgent Maſter, I thought, by v con- 
tinual-coming,. 1 ſhould weary him; not conſidering, that 
God commands us to open our mouths wide, that he may 


Fil them; which, I believe, means, that our defires 
| ſhould be as extey/ive at a throne of grace, as God's | 


preguant promiſes, which he made to us in the dear 
Sow. of Love. 4313 | ! 44-6 
'My.mock-modeſty would not allow me to aſk God 
for a great coat, though I earneſtly defired it, and mur - 
mured at the providenee of God, becauſe] was kept 
ſo poor that I could not purchaſe one, However, it 


was not in the power of my unbelief, nor yet in the 


power of my ſinful murmuring, to cloſe the bounti- 
ful hand of my Maker; for when I came to London, 
on the Wedneſday following, and had delivered my 

diſcourſe at Margaret- ſtreet Chapel in the evening, a 
. perſon 


. 


— 
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perſon came to me, juſt as I came d ut of the chapel, 
and ſaid, I want to ſpeak to you; which was td 
inform me, that he intended; with the aſſiſtance of 
ſome more friends, to make me a preſent of an horſes 
man's coat; and therefore he 'defired me to be mea- 


ſured for it, which J accordingly was, and that gen- N 


- 


tleman, and a few others, honourably paid for it. 

Thus my mock- modeſy and unbelief could not make 
the promiſe of God of none effett; and God forbid it ever 
ſhould.— After I had received this gift from God, 
this ſcripture came {weet-to my ſoul, I know'both how 


to be abaſed, and I knozy how to be abound ;. every where, / 


and in all things, I am inſtructed both, to: be full aud to be 
hungry, both to abound and to ſuffer need, Phil. iv. 12. 
And indeed I found by all theſe als; that I was in- 
ſtructed. alſo ; for I learned one bleſſed doctrine by 


this providence, which I never ſaw clearly before, 


namely, che power of internal or mental prayer 
aſcendipg ſo prevalent with God, under the influ- 
ences of the Spirit, even when the underſtanding and 


the lips were both unfruitful; and the application of 


_ theſe texxs of ſcripture led me into the ſweet views of 
it, Lord, thou haſt heard 1he DHE of the humble > thou” 
wilt prepare their heart, thau- wilt cauſe thine eur to hear, 
Pſalm x. 17.— And again, - Delight thyſelf -aiſo in the 
Lord, and he fhall give thee the DESIRE of thine heart, 
Commit thy ways unto the Lord : truft alſo in him, and ky. 
ſhall bring it to paſs, Pſal. xxxvii. 4, 5-—T heſe ſcrips 


cures led me to conſider, and apply with camlort go 


my 


. 
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—— 
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my own ſoul, the many precious promiſes which God 
has made in Chriſt Jeſus to the ſpiritual anxiety of 
2 renewed ſoul at the throne of grace, even when the 
found of the voice, the ſound of the organ, and that 
eonfuſed gabbling of monkiſh mimicry, called chanting of 
prayers, are left quite out of the promiſe z as will ap- 
pear in the following paſſages, which I beſeech my 
reader to confider—T he defire of the righteous fhall be 
granted, Prov. x. 24.— And again, For he ſatisfieth 
the longing ſoul, and filleth the hungry foul with good- 
nest, Pſal. evii. 9.—And again, For the oppreſſion of 
the poor, for the fighing of the needy, now will T ariſe, 
faith the Lord; -I will fet him in jafety from him that 
puffeth at bim.—And again, For he looked down from the 
height of his ſanftuary ; from heaven did the Lord behold 
the earth, to hear the groaning of the prijoner ;—(mark 
that) zo hear the groaning of the priſiner, to looſe thoſt 
that are appointed to death, Pſal. cii. 19, 20. a 
Thus you obſerve; reader, that the promiſe is made 
2 ſpititual hunger —a ſpiritual tian holy longing — 
2 deep heart-felt /igh—an earneſt defire—and à groan- 
ing from a burdened. mind; all theſe are petitions 
put up by the blefi& Spirit of ſupplication alone, 
(without the uſe of the lips) c maketh interceſſion for 
us with groanings which cannot be uttered. Theſe were 
the prayers which our bleſſed Saviour put up at La- 
rarus's grave, when he groaned in ſpirit, and was troms 
bled—Feſus therefore again groaned in ſpirit, John xi. 
33, 38,—And again, Ard Jeſus looking up to heaven, he 
L ſighed, 
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FERN and ſaith unto him, Epbrat ba, that is, Be opens 
e. And firaightway his ears were opened, and the firing | 
of tiis tongue tas loojed, and he ſpake plain, Mark vii. 
34, 35. Thus it appears, that agonies, tears, 'groans, 
and fighs, were chiefly the all-prevailing petitions put 
up by our dear NINE RALLY of humi- 
1 i 

It is not an n nor ane Ska nor 
bofty compliments, nor feelling words ; not much ſpeaking, 
nor long prayers, nor yet the numberleſ repetibions of 
<< we beſeech thee to hear us, good Lord,” that ſhalt 
ever prevail with God: it is not every one that” ſaith 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the kingdom; —tbe foil 
virgins were too late with Lord, Lord. God will ac- 
'cept of no ſacrifice but that which comes in the hal- 
lowed flame of his own kindling, and perfumed with 


the ſweer-ſmelling favour of that bleſſed; ever, ayail- 


able, and ever-living ſacrifice of his dear Son. That 


man that calls himfelf a Chrifian, of a follower of the 


Saviour, and is an utter ſtranger to all mental prayer, 


has never reached the ear of God yet; for God isa 
ſpirit, and * — _ with 1 of ſpiritual 


Prayer. | THE ©. 
Let this. digi emer; if thou art one 


who cannot find! words to preßt thyſelf at a throne 
= of grace. If thou canft pour out thy. ſoul before the 
Lord, and fhew him thy trouble, and leave thy burdens 
there with him theſe are precious prayers; and if 
thou comeſt from thy knees with thy mind eaſed, thy 


- 
- 


* 
A 


* 


96 GOD, ras POOR MAN's GUARDIAN, 
faith firengthened, thy hope encouraged, thy bowels r#- 
"freſhed, and with confidence that God hath heard thy 
. prayer, for his dear Son's fake, oh! they are ſweet 

. anſwers from-God.—Be thankful and pray on. 
During the ſpace of three years,” I-fecretly wiſhed 
in my ſoul, that God would favour me with a chapel 
of my own, being fo fick of the errors that were per- 
- petually broached by. ſome one or other in Margaret- 
ſtreet Chapel, where I then preached, » But though 
*T fo much dyfired this; yet I could not ak God- for 
ſuch a favour, tninking it was not to be brought 
about by one ſo very mean, low, and poor as myſelß. 
od, however, ſent a perfor» unknown to me, to 
look at the ſpot, and afterward he took me to look 
at it; but I trembled at the very thought of ſuch 
an immenſe undertaking. Then God ſtirred up a 
- wife man to offer to build a chapel, and to manage 
; t ie whole work without fee or reward: he drew the | 
pattern in hisFnaginarion while he was hearing me 
preach a ſermon I then took the ground, this pet- 
ſon executed the plan, and the chapel ſprung up like 
a muſhroom. As ſoon as it was, finiſhed, this pre- 
cious ſcripture came ſweet to my ſoul, He will fulfil 
"the deſire of them that frar him, Pſal. cxlv. 19.— Thus 
EF - the chapel appeared as an anſwer to the earneſt de- 
4 fire which God had kindled in my heart, and which 
BZ the intended to fulfil in his own good time, to the 
'thonour of his own great name, the good of many 
fouls, and to the encouragement of my poor, weak, 
a | tottering 
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tottering faith. It is owned in the Church of Eng- 
land ſervice, that “ all holy defires, all good coun» 
e ſels, and all juſt works proceed from God;” and 
I believe they do. 

Another kind providence which 1 experienced 
while I reſided at Thames-Ditton was, that my ſuf 
tout coat was got very thin and bad, and the weather 
at that time was very cold.—It happened that I was 
invited to preach at a little place, not far from Lon- 
don; and as I went thither, I felt the cold weather 
very ſeverely: but as ſoon as I had delivered my dif 
courſe, I deſired a young man to fetch my old great 
coat; in order to put it on before I went out of the 
warm meeting · bouſe; and when the man came back, 
he brought me a new great caat, I told him that was 
not mine, for mine was an old thing: he told me it 
was mine; but I inſiſted upon it that it was not; but 
he infiſted on it that it was; ſo I put it on, and it | 
fitted me very well; and ſoon afte put my hand 
in the pocket, and there was a {etter, which ſhewed 
me that my bleſſed Lord and Maſter had ſent it me, | 
to wrap my poor worthleſs carcaſe in during that very 
ſevere winter ſeaſon.—Oh ! the tender care of our 
moſt” gracious Lord and Maſter ! Solomon ſays, The 
favour of a king is as aclud of the latter rain :I think 
he muſt mean the cloud of God's divine fayour, which 
blotted out our tranſgreſſions as a cloud, and appears 
28 à cloud by day, to ſcreen us from the form of wrath;z 


and if my reader watches the bountiful hand of God, 
8 G | 3 
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be will ee this bleſſed coud daily diſcharging itff in 
the genial ſhowers of grace and providence ; as it is 
written, yd Iwill make them and the places round about 
my hill a bleſſing 3 and I will cauſe the ſhower ſo come down 
in his ſeaſon ; there Mal be ſhowers of bleſſings, Ezek. 
XXxXiv. 26. 

They have a common ſaying in the Mild of Kent, 
when the daughter of an old farmer is married. — 
If it be enquired what portion the old man gave 
her, and the anſwer is, that“ he gave not much 
% money; yet,” ſay they, © the old people are al- 
10 ways ſending them ſomething — there is always 
10 ſomething to ſend from a farm-houſe, hen the 
anſwer generally is, Aye, her's is a hand-baſket 
«c portion, and that is gcnerally the beſt ; for there 
« is np end to that,” Even ſo our eyerlaſting Fa- 
ther gives to his, poor children an hand baſtet portion, 

a baſket being that which we generally fetch our 
Aar provifobs in; and God ſometimes puts his 
pleſſing even in the baſket, and then it ſeldom comes 
home empty; as it is written, Bleſſed fhall be thy baſ- 
ket, Deut. xxviii. 5. Our blefled Saviour eyed this 
' promiſe on the mount: when he was going to feed. 
five thouſand men, befide women. and children, with fue 
loaves and two ſmall fiſhes, it is faid, he looked up io hea- 
ven, and bleſſed and brate, &c. z and that bleſſing was 
enough, for they were all filled, and there were telur 


baſkets full of fragments —Thus the blefing appeared in 
the get, and that made the Saviour fo fond of the 


fragments, 


= 
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fragments, as to give this ſtrict charge to his "diſciples; 
Let nothing be loft, —Thus, too, the proverb of the 
kand-baſket portion appears true; and our bleſſed Sas 
viour himſelf hved on it while he dwelt below; yea; 
the whole Levitical tribe lived on the hatd-baſtet por 
tion; and even the ſhew-bread, that was ſet Bot Before 
God on the golden table, was brought! in a baſtet. Thus 
bath God himſelf highly honoured the baſket; 
Truly I am of opinion, that the hand-baſter pottiont 
is the beſt, both for ſou and body, becauſe it keeps 
us to prayer, it exerciſes our faith, it engages our 
watchfulneſs, and it excites us to gratitude; It does 
not appear that the prodigal ſen added muc to his 
fortune, when he defired the portion of goods thut fell to 
lim; that is, he defired to be an Arminian, to have 
an independent flock of his own; and to be left to im- 
prove it by himſelf; and therefore he did not chuſs 
to live nigh his father, left he ſhould interfere 3 buf 
he went into a far country; that his fathef. might ſee 
how he flouriſhed in the world; when once he bes 
came independent. But ſelf-will, free agency, Se-ſuffi= 
ciency and independency of God, ſeldom gain much by 
trading; for we all know, that this independent mr 
cant would have been ſtarved; and damned too} if 
free grace had not undertook to feed him, and to 
fave him. Poor ſoul / I warrant ye he flouriſhed away 
at firſt, but he ſoon brought hiniſelf down upon 4 
leyel with the ſwine ; Free Agency, with her boaſted 
a Ggnity; made but a poor figure while The fat ban- 
ES G 2 _ queting 
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queting at the kog-trough : and one would imagine, 
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that if any thing would exclude boaſting, this cer- 
tainly would; — he could not boaſt of the entertain- 
ment, becauſe it was nothing but kuſs ; nor could 
he boaſt much of the company, being only ſwine.— 
I believe the prodigal left all boaſting behind, when 
he forſook the pigr-pound. If my reader; therefore, is 
one who has got a ſtock in hand, he may murmur againſt 
bis portion, if he be an unbeliever, and view it as a 
ſnare, or trap. Indeed it is a trap to many who ſet their 
heart upon it: this was the · caſe with Iſrael—their ta- 
ble became a trap, a flumbling block, and a recompence unto 
them; Yea, that which ſhould have been for their welfare, 
became a trap. But if my reader be a believer in a dear 
Redeemer, his ſtock is a bleſſing, while he is thankful 
to God for it, and does not place his affect ions on it: 
1 and if he is liberal of the ſtock God has given him, 
3 his liberality daily ſanctifſes it—Give alms, ſays the 
E Saviour, of ſuch things as ye have, and behold all things 


& are clean unto you. Paul declares, that the lively faith 
= of a believing huſband would ſanfFify an unbelieving wife, 
1 and make her a temporal bleſſing.— The firſt ſheaf 
3 under the law being given to God, ſanctified the har- 
veſt; therefore I refer my reader, if he be one that 
has a ſtock in hand, to God's promiſed'bleffing, Bleſſed 

Fall be thy flore, Deut. xxviii. 5. 

I once. preached on the Lord's day at Wooking, 
=. in Surry; and the week before that time, I and my 
3 _ had been ſorely tried for want of the common 
a neceſſaries 
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neceſſaries of liſe.— I was very fond of feeding my 
little ones, when I had it to feed them with, becauſe 
I knew how much I had ſuffered, when + young, 
through my parents' poverty: this made it the more 
affecting to me, when I had nothing to give them 
My eldeſt daughter, Ruth, uſed to make uſe of a deal 
of broken ' gibberiſh, which 1 very well underſtood; | 
and that week the little ones had lived chiefly on 
bread, which I was much' grieved at, as the appetite 
of young growing children is ſo: g after fond. 
When I uſed to ſhur the capboard door, and gave them 
nothing but bread,. the eldeſt would look in the 
face with much earneſtneſs and ſolemnity,:and.af 
me this important queſtion,  ** 18-the 500 all; 

daddy?“ which fimple diale& ſhe had a great deal 
of; but this ſpeech by interpretation fignified,-*5:Iz 
«i the butter all gone, father?“ The poor little erea- 
ture uſed to lay her head on one ſhoulder, look me 


full in the face, and drop her emphaſis with ſuch a 


weight upon the particle ALL, and draw it out with 
ſuch à long tone, that ſhe would make it rud with 
the final e. Then ſhe would uſe ſo 
and reaſon' the point with me, and: aſk2me man 


ing oß ber logic, 


ſtrange queſtions, which I partly underſtaod;ragthey. 4 
amounted chiefly to the enquiry, when the butter would 
come, or whether there was any ground u hope for 


any; and at that time I could give her noÞ$romiſe, ; 
as a ground for her hopes for all doors of hope Were | 
ſnut. e „ 2 yo bei: 
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At this time, we had a very ſevere froſt and forme 
{nog on the ground, and but very little fuel; and 
as I was coming from Wooking on the Monday morn- 
ing, before I came to Cobham (having Jeft Wook ing 
without taking any breakfaſt, as it was fo very early) 
Twas exceeding hungry and weary, and had but little 


to expect when I arrive at home, for Þknew I had 
nothing but bread, and perhaps not chart. When I 


came on the 
ing between 


mmon, which is called uin Mie, ly- 
and Eſher, I fretted and wept 


bitterly at my hard fate, and yet ttembled for fear 
gf: di 


ing God by my complaining, as he had 
me ſo full al perſuaſion of my eternal falvation, 
b htiſt. often feared that he would hear 


Sir 
rhio 


my murmuring as he did the murmuring of Iſrael in 


che'wildimpfs,: when be anfpetedd them by;retrifle 
things, namely, He gaus them meat for their luft, bit 
fe kanteſe-into their fouls. And T thought if God 


hbulditake- away the happy enjoyment of his love 


from me, and lay me in a ftock of temporal things 


Inſtead: thereof, I dhould have cauſe; like Job, to 
curſe the day icherein the change was made; chere - 


fore I often: prayed againſt that, an the bleſſed Spi- 


rit ee md ey We 705 een 
thoſe prayers. Js „ 


But wWben I * 838 over Me 3 
tioned Ammon, it came ſuddenly in my mind to go 


out of the horſe rdad, into alittle narrow track, Which 
leads over the hill, between the hand-poſt and the 
. 8 Bath 


' 
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| Bath+hodſe, I could gain but very little ground: b 
this, nor do I remember that ever 1 had gone thi 
way before; but I had not gone far on the path be- 
fore I found what this impreſſon meant; for here 
was to be a battle fought between a flote, or wearzh, 
and a large rabbit. The ſtote, or weazel, was to fi 208 
the battle, and to will the field, and I was to take to 
prey: —ſo I took up my rabbit, and carried bim 
| Home, and glad that T had got it; it proved as fine 
à one as I ever ſaw, being quite in fpſon,” and that 
in every ſenſe of che word, for we had | nothing! but 
Bread in the houſe. 
I mould have mentioned this orice 
as it happgned before I received the horſe ;' bur I 
dannot recollect all the circuinſtances, ſo as to range 
them in their proper place, my memory being natu⸗ 
mliy bad I lived in this manner for fever or bt. 
years together, and yy wy: afforded ce, piovie 
dence ot trial. Aha. ay 
My dame about this ink was pregnant, 0th not 
far from her in-lying. She gave me a la Katt. 
logue of the neceſſaries that the ſhould want ain ; 
that time: I told her I had no money, nor 'was there : 
any Hens of my having any, and we could ek . 
them without it. She went on in ſaſpetice this Wa 
till ſhe expected her time every "day, Und beg In 7h 
laſt to fret amazingly; I told her 'T Kage that 
God tried her thus, becauſe ſhe was remiſs in the 4 
bleſſed privilege of private prayer : 1 at fick to 
G4 + her, 


- 
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| her, that God wweuld be enquired of by us, that he might 
dc theſe things for us; and that if ſhe did not pray for: 
them, ſhe was not like to have them. I believe this 
- grove her grace to prayer; for, ſoon. after this, there 
wi? a parcel ſent from Lambeth, another from King 
_ ton, another from Richmond, and a. ſero things from 
. * ſome neighbours nearer home. +I now aſked ' my lady 
biſkep if ſhe thought ſhe had got enough: ſhe replied, 
* « Yes, and more than enough—God had exceeded: 
< all her defirgg;—for ſhe had feared that ſhe ſhould 
ec not get money.to buy the ſtuff, to make up her 
« ſittle things; and that if ſhe did, get it, it would. 
4 be ſe late, that ſhe ſhould not have time to make 
67. them; but God (ſaid ſhe) has ſent them; ready 
% made :”——ſo Mary was very well pleaſed; and 
richly ſupplied. Thus the univerſal Provider of all 
in heaven and earth, richly provided for the little 
ſtranger, even before he made his appearance on the- 
ſtage of time. This providence rather appeared 
ſtrange to me, as I had not ever let the caſe be 
known to any perſon, to the beſt of my knowledge: 
but God, who knew our ſtraits, and heard 3 1 
ſwered our prayers, did, by ſome means or 
inform ſome friends of our wants, and then toi 
their hearts with a ſpirit of ſympathy and liberality; 
and I think for three or four births ſucceſſively, 


the Almighty raiſed up one Dorcas here and another 
there, to provide for her grace againſt her in- hug. — 
Thus e eyer-blefſed God, who inflicted the judge 
| na 


x 
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ment of ſorrow on women, in bringing forth chil __ 
"NP 


dren, as a puniſhment-to their ſex for being firſt in 
the tranſgreſſian, did richly ſupply the wants of my» 
dame againſt the hour in which his own decreed and 
predicted ſorrow came on: thus, too, the juſt ſen< 
tence denounced in his juſt diſpleaſure againſt the fe- 
male ſex, for their diſobedience, only made more 
work for ſovereign mercy, in ſupplying their wants, 
ſupporting them in their troubles, and bringing 
them through their ſorrows.——Oh® how ſweetly: 
does a covenant of grace (confirmed by the Saviour's: 
death) engage the ſweet mercy and love of the Al- 
mighty! for whatever Juſtice, Holineſs, or Truth, 
threatened the finner with, it all fell to Chriſt's acs- 


eount; and whatſoever Juſtice, Holineſs, or Tru, 


demanded- of us, they brought in all their bills to 


that one perfection of the Deity became, through 
rich grace, a debtor to the other. If Juſtice Will 


not abate a mite of the ſinners debt, -Everlaſting © 


Love is determined to Have a goakdelivery, if che re- 
ditor himſelf appears in the character of the debtor, 
and then of the ſurety; and thus the whole bill of: 


Juſtic&falls on the ſcore of Love, and a gaol- delivery 
is proclaimed to us; and though: we contracted the 
whole debt, yet we go free, with only acknowledging” 


ourſelves debtors to Grace. A ſweet way of paying 
debts, truly ! my very ſoul, has often rejoiced: and 
wept to ſee how Loving-kindneſs and Tender-mercy havo 

| been 


Sovereign Mercy in the bowels of Chriſt:Jeſus} ſo 


*. o 
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been put to their ſhifts to pay off the unlimited de- 


marids of vindictive Juſtice and that ſuch poot 
debtors and rebels as we are, who contracted fo great 
4 debt as that of eternal ſuffering, and which we 
never could pay, though we fuffered to all eternity 
that we ſhould have a ſurety provided to pay both 
the preceptive and penal ſuny for. us and for God's 
Eternal Spirit to be ſent to proclaim a full and clear 
diſcharge from the whole, and a receipt in full of 
allzdemands, Written by the finger: of the creditor, 

fuld by the Holy Ohe, and) witneſſed by Father, Son, 
and Spirit, confirmed by the blood of the ſurety, ſup- 
purted by all the laws of God, and for ever ſettled 
im cheaven and for Juſtice to ſtand bound with a 
thduſand ties, never to come upon the debtor to 
Grace again Oh l the ſweet myſtery that makes 
our ſouls tremble,: and yet ſtand ſo faſti that makes 
us rejoioe with joy unſpeakable, d yer you? 
aur. boytls/yearn.) 0-91) 6 3 if 
My dame having ebe b came 


1 with adfftticy-compleine, which waby that ſhe had out 


up almoſt all her old goums for the children; and thut 
ſhe ſtood in great need of a new one; I ed, 
that I could not buy her one, for I had no money. 
and there was) no likelihood of getting any. — As I 
often heard this complaint, I at laſt told her, that 
ſhe muſt beg it of God, if ſhe would have it, as I 


did: my cloaths ; for God had promiſed us thefe, 


things, and bis word: informed me, that the gold and 
nod filver, 
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pu the corn, the wine, the dil, the wool and the flax, 
were his um; and that if ſhie bad faith in him, 'the 
would: have her:;requeſt-:granted, in anſer to her 
prayer: E had now a great deſſre to ſee whether ſue 
would have! any ſucceſs at a throxe: f grace, or not: 
it paſſed on, however, for a long time before the 
gown appeared, but at length it came 3 fer it hap- 
pentd ane night after Tchad done preaching at Mar- 
garei ſtrtet CHapel, that there dame à perſon who 
delivered a parcel into my hands, which received, 
and hen E opened th, thete was a note, wirthi ther 
words in it, This is a preſent for Mrs. Huntington? 
and along: with it twelve: yards of cotton, td mH, 
gotm; hut Who the perſon was that gave it; E never 
knew: from that hour to this. (U believe: that ſume 
of my friends knew the perſon. This pareek L 
ried hume to Ditton, where. it gave! great ſutis faction: 
and Mary was not a little delighted to find that Gd 
had granted the requeſt of her lis. 
I no endeavoured; as much as poſſible to ger 
my dame to livel by faith, and often encourmrert her 
c prayer, by telling her, that ſhe had a riglit tu ]]] 
ped her ſupport from God as well a8 ſelf; foci 
that the Almighty had taken) me from my daily a- 
bour, to work in his vineyard; and I ſupported my 
argument from this conſideration, that the hole Le- 


witical tribe lived of old. un the offering. of the Lord, 
* both roamen; and ain ag ted nw wes Y 
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Soon after this, Providence ſent me three guineas, 
and I was determined with that to furniſh my dame 
with ſome other apparel:— I bought her: another 
gown; and it ſo happened, that a friend informed 
me ſhe intended to give her another, which ſhe ac- 
cordingly did. — At this my dame ſeemed highly 
pleaſed her unbelief was confounded, her mur- 
muring ſtopt, and all was well. However, I took 
care not to break through the bounds of Paul's aſ- 


ſertion, Bui he that is married, careth for the things that 


are of the world, how he may pleafe his wife ; but” I would 
have you (ſaith Paul) without carefulneſs.—He that is 
married, careth for the things that belong io the Lord, 
tow ne may pleaſe the Lord, 1 Cor. vii. 31,.32.—We 
muſt endeavour to pleaſe: e 25 we cannot 


1 pleaſe our miſtreſ. 


After this, the bountiful hand of my ned fda 
to be cloſed again, and that for a long time, until I 
got five guineas in debt, and began to want even 


provifians. Now I began to fret, and unbelief crept 


in apace : but juſt as the ſpirit of murmuring and 
complaint began to operate, there came a letter to 
me from à gentleman at Gainſborough, in Lincolyſhire. 


| Evptabdi it, wm 8 8 the e ee contents in we; 
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r Dove Friend. ; . 
<6] Have Gene hin a e Wi of my ſlips, 


#iwhich will be at London by ſuch a time, if God + 


* —— and I have ordered it to be left at Hun- 


| x: 2 gerfara- 
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cc gerford-flairs for you.— Ihe firſt preſent i is for your 
ce coife, which is tzwo ende—the other is for bur chils 


« gren, being a cow, and her mill mad attending-her; 
& a cow being very uſeful where there is a family 
de the laſt article, according to my judgment, is 4 
« very uſeful thing for ya, and for every gaſpel mi-. 
« nifter. Tender my reſpects to you zwife and little 
* ones, and accept the ſame from 


| wen 


ſervant; - 235 
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Here is the riddle, "ad TI had ſeven days to. find i it 
out in. My dame aſked me if my preſent was a 
bible; I told her, no, I believed not: I alſo told ber 
that Paul called a goſpel-miniſter an ar Ton ſhalt 
not muxzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth out the corn. 
Doth God take care for oxen or ſaith he it altogether 
Juor our ſakes * for our ſakes no doubt this is written.— 
“ Thus (ſaid I) God compares a preacher. to an 
ce ox :—treading out the corn, is unfolding and explain- 
© ing God's 2word ;—muzzling the ar, is not giving 
«© him food to eat for his labour, as Paul explains it, 
« Even ſo hath the Lord ordained, that they whith preach. 
© the goſpel, ſhould live of the goſpel,” 1 Cor. ix. 14. 
And I further added, that “ the ſame apoſtle who 
& compares the preacher to an ox, tells us, in his 
i epiſtle to the church at Coloſſe, to let our /peeck be. | 
cc ahyays with grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt, hs we may. 
| & know how wa to anfever every man, Col. iv. 6. 

Therefore 


— 
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Therefore I conjectured my pteſent was à bullogk'} 
fangue, well faked; and as for her preſent, which the 
letter expreſſed to be two ends, I thought it was 4 
Fitch of bacon, cut in two pieces; but as for the co, 
F could not conjecture: What that fhould be. But 
when the hamper came, we all got round it, to ſee 
what was the ſubſtance of the riduli in the careaſs of 
the lion; and when it was opened, 1 found that my 
preſent was a bullock's langue dried; my dame's pre- 
ſent tas two large pieces of bacon ; and the childrens 
preſent was a cheeſe, with the print of a cow, and a 
ulk-mgrd milking her, on it. That was the preſent, 
and that was the explanation of the riddle. -. 
About this time, I went once a fortnight to preach 
at a certain place in Middle ſex, which lay about ten 
miles from Ditton, where I lived, and they gave me 
three ſhillings a time for preaching to them. There 
was à fingle gentleman, who was a member of the 
church, and a man of great property, allowed to be 
worth tzwonty or thirty thouſand pounds. This: gen- 
teman once faw- me paſs by his d, 2s I had been” 


hat way to viſit a-fick woman. He. called me into 
bis hauſe, and expreſſed much love to my Maſter, 
Jesus, and a great ſatisfaction in hearing my diſeourſes 


on the docttines of grace; and deſired me the next 


ume I came, to deliver a diſcourſe from two verſes it 
| Deuteropomy, Nut. abe land whither ye go to poſſeſi it, ii 


ald ef Bils and -wallies, and drinketh ure: f ths rait 
of heaven; 4 land which the Lond thy God'cartth: fon : tbe 
9 1 Ges 


n 
333 


the year, even unto the end of the year, Deut. xi. 11, x, 
So I promiſed to offer my thoughts on the pafſage 
when I came again to preach ; and at my departure 
he gave me the right hand ꝙ ſellouſlip, 'bleſed me in the 
name of the Lord, and put his hand into his "pocket, 
and very generouſly made me a prefent of a whole 
Hilling. I took it, and thanked” him kindly; for 1 
thought it was the firſt fruits of liberality that ever 
grew upon that tree, and perhaps the laſt; and I 
mention it now to the honour of his compaſſſonate 
bowels. I found afterwards that he had made many 
enquiries after me, and had been informed that I 


was a poor man, had a large family, and that I walked - 


ten miles out, and ten miles back again, and ws 


from home all night when I preached at that place, 


for which I received only three ſhillings. Theſe 
things reaching his ears, conveyed that ſympathetie 
touch to his feelings, and finally — 2 N 
SHILLING out of his pericardium. 5 
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es of the Lord thy God are upon it, from the beginning of 


EL have ſometimes been led to think hug fuck li | 


beral ſouls cleave more to Engliſh proverbs, than to 


divine. precepts ;' at leaſt that good man- ſticks very 
cloſe. to one ſaying, which is, “„ Take care of the 
& main chance: but if ever the one- thing needfil 
ſhould take poſſeſſion of his heart, that would turn 
the main chance out, as we ſee in the cot erſion of 
Zacc ens. I have often thought, too, t Hagar 


was the bond mother of all legal profeſſors, ſo Atas 


as. Med, 
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mas and Sapphire were the parents of all covetous pro- 
feſſors; and I believe that Simon Magus is the figu- 
rative fire of every perſon who is labouring hard to 
purchaſe the grace of God, and the gifts of tle roy 
Ghoſt, by their own ſuppoſed merit. 

Having been one night to preach it. Richmond, 
1-was invited home by my friends Mr. and Mrs. Qap- 
man, at Peterſham, near Richmond, to ſleep; and in the 
morning Mrs. Chapman ſmiled, and told me ſhe had 
an article by her which ſhe intended to make me a 
preſent of, which was twelve yards of Huf damaſk, to 
make me a morning-gown. TI laughed heartily at it, 
and ſaid, I thought a coal-heaver would cut a ſtrange 
Ggure in a morning-gown—1 ſhould - appear like a 
beggar in dignity ; but that was better than dignity 
in ruins, | However, they ſaw that God had began 
to lift up my head, and they were determined that 
their paſtor ſhould make a more reſpectable figure; 
they therefore inſiſted on my having it; but I ob- 
jected to a gowrf, becauſe it has ſuch a cottiſh ap- 
pearance on a labourer in the vineyard, and makes us 
look not unlike a lying · in woman ; wherefore I turn- 
ed it into a haman, or: caat; and when I had got 
it made up, I hid it for two or three months 5 
I could reconcile myſelf to appear in it. 

TI had now received a letter from a friend in the 
W i who was in great diſtreſs, and ſtood much 
in need of alittle relief; but at that time I myſelf 
Was four or five poupds in debts and had been a long 
ra | time 


God their guardian and their bank. Ws 
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time in expectation that my God would ſend it. 1 
found that God now began much to try my patience, 
and that I ought to importune, and watch, and wait 
upon the Lord, and to keep my eye fixed on him, as 
a ſervant's eye 18 on tlie hand of his maſter, until I ob- 
tained an anſwer. However, I never waited upon his 
blefſed Majeſty in vain, for it was ſure to come at 
length. After I had put up many petitions; and had 
been kept * ſuſpence, I one night called on 
Mr. and Mrs. Smith, who lived in Chandler-ftreet, 
Oxford-road, who were great friends to me; and 
after I had ſupped with them, they generouſly made 
me a preſent of three guineas.—I humbly beg their 
pardon for mentioning their names, and expoſing 
their ſecret alms; but as I prayed to my father hp 
feeth in ſecret, and he in mercy rewarded me openly, I 
therefore muſt proclaim it upon the houſe-top, to encous 
rage the weak faith of others, that they may make” 


+ 


I now took encouragement to hope that my gra- 
cious Maſter would add to this bleſſing a ſuffciency 


for the purpoſe of diſcharging my debt, and reliev- 
ing my friend, which, in anſwer to prayer, he was 


graciouſly pleaſed to do.— The next morning a pew 
ſon knocked at my door, and defired to fee me. 


When he came into my ſtudy, I looked at him but | 


he was a gentleman that I had never ſeen -beigre. He 
told me that he had once heard me preach at DH Gif- 


ford's n, and once or twice in Margaret- 


H ſtreet 
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ſtreet chapel, and that he had heard me greatly to 
his ſatisfaction: and the reaſon of his coming to ſee 
me now was, that he had been exerciſed the laſt 
night with a dream—that he dreamed the'word of 
God came to him, ſaying, If thy brother be waxen poor, 
thou ſhalt open thy hand to thy poor b?other, &c.—He 
aſked me if there was ſuch a portion of ſcripture ; I 
anſwered, the words were theſe ; F there be among you 
a poor man, one of the brethren, within any of thy gates, 
in the land which the Lord thy God givelb thee, thou ſhalt 
not harden thy heart, nor ſhut thine hand from thy poor 
Brother: but thou ſtalt open thine hand wide unto him, and 
falt ſurely lend him ſufficient for his need, in that which 
he wanteth. Beware that there be not a thought in thy 
wicked heart, ſaying, The ſeventh year, the year of releaſe 
is at hand; and thine eye be evil againſt thy poor brother, 
and thou gi veſt him nought, and he cry unto the Lord againſt 
thee, and it be fin unto thee. Thou ſhalt ſurely give him, 
and thine heart ſcall nat be grieved when thou giveſt him: 
becauſe that for this thing the Lord thy God ſhall bleſs thee 
in all thy works, and in all that thou puttefl thine hand 
uno. For the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the land: © 
zwherefore I command thee, ſaying, T hou ſhalt open thine 
and wide unto thy brother, to thy poor, and to thy needy 
in the land, Deut. xv. 7—11. He told me, many 
of theſe words came to him in his ſleep; and in the 
morning, when he awoke, he felt the power of them. 
In wondering who this poor brother could be, he in- 
formed me it was impreſſed on his mind that I was 
BR, the 
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the poor brother, about whom he had dreamed ; and 
aſked me concerning my circumſtances, I then told 
him of the trial I was in; and as he was fully ſatis- 
fied it was of God, he wondered much at it. At 
his departure he gave mea new pair of ave-/kin gloves, 
two new zehite handkerchiefs, very good, and a guinea. 
He then bleſſed me, and left me; and I do not re- 
member ever ſeeing him before that Us nor but 
once ſince. 

The next day, a friend told t me a 8 had left 

a guinea with him for me ;—and when I came to 
Mr. Byrchmore's, in Margaret-ſtreet, a lady came to 
his door in a coach, and enquired after me, and when 
I came to their door, ſhe put her hand out, and gave 
me a guinea, and then ordered the coachman to drive 
away ; the having done all the buſineſs God ſent her 
to do. Thus our moſt bountiful Benefactor anſwered 
theſe my poor petitions alſo, after he had been pleaſed 
for a time to exerciſe my faith and patience, in or- 
der to encourage me to a ftronger confidence in his 
grace and providence ; and I now make it known to 
the honour of his veracity, and to the encourage- 
ment of the poor of his flock, who are obliged to 
live, both ſpiritually and temporally, by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. And as God 
has been pleaſed to reveal himſelf as a God that᷑ will 
hear and anſwer prayer, and has appeared ſo to me, 
one of the worſt and leaft»of all his creatures, I choſe 


to . with my hands, Iſa. xliv. 5. ſet to my feat, 
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and proclaim to all that fear his name, that God is true, 
John ui. 33. | 

Oh ! theſe words have often been ſweet to my ſoul, 
and as applicable to my caſe as poſſible; Ard thou 
ſhalt remember all the way which the Lord thy Gad led 
thee theſe forty years in the wilderneſs, 10 humble thee, and 
10 prove thee, to know what was in thine heart, whether 
thou wwouldefl keep his commandments, or no. And he 
humbled thee, and ſuffered thee 10 hunger, and fed thee 
with manna, which thou kneweſt not, neither did thy fa- 
thers knaw ; that he might make thee know that man doth not 
live by bread only, but by every word that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of the Lord doth man live, Deut. viii. 2, 3.— 
When theſe precious anſwers to prayer appeared, they 
always came attended with humbling grace, and were 
ſweetened to my ſoul with a bleſſed ſenſe of unme- 
rited love; and though at certain times, when un- 
belief has prevailed, I have found it hard work to 
keep from murmuring ; eſpecially, when I have ſeen 
the baſeſt of mortals rolling in wealth and pleaſure, 
and ſpending it to ſupport the ſhattered intereſt of 
the devil; while I could appeal to God that I loved 
him, and ſought his glory, and the good of his cho- 
ſen, and yet ſuffered for the want of common neceſ- 
faries, while I laboured beyond my ftrength in his 
righteous cauſe and intereſt. ' But theſe two ſcrip- 
tures generally filenced my murmuring; Ye wicked 
have their portion in this life, zohoſe belly God fills with his 
bid treaſare :—and the other was, that the righteors 
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are God's witneſſes againſt the wicked. —Theſe words; 
likewiſe, would ſometimes occur to my mind, He 
Hal hath a bountiful exe ſhall be bleſſed.—And again, 
To one it is given to gather together, and heap up, but 
never an heart given to de good therewith ; this is a fore 
travail, —And that in Job, Though the wicked prepare 
raiment as the ſand, yet the righteous ſhall put it on, and 
| the innocent ſhall divide the ſilver.— Better is goſpel con- 
tentment with Poverty, than the ſacrifices of many 
wicked ; and I have often found the moſt comfort in 
my ſoul, when my outward matters have appeared to 
wear the moſt gloomy aſpeCt ;—internal conſolations 
have more than once counterbalanced all my exter- 
nal afflictions. Theſe daily croſſes attending me in 
circumſtances, I found were made very uſeful to thoſe 
whom God hath called by me, as the means to eſtabliſh 
them in the faith of Chriſt, who is the Saviour of the 
body as well as the ſou, and in whom the invaluable 
promiſe is yea and amen to every ſoul that is intereſted 
in his finiſhed ſalvation. God hath given us all things 
in Chriſt, whether life or death—yea, we have the 
promiſe of the life that now is, and of that which is 
to come; which promiſe even includes all things per- 
taining 10 life and godlineſs., Happy is that ſoul that 
credits God's promiſe—places his confidence in him 
for the fulfilment of it—makes uſe of the means God 
has appointed—daily pleads his promiſe in the hums 
ble prayer of faith—patiently waits his time daihy 
watches his hand—lives in a holy expegtation of 4 
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daily ſupply of ſpiritual and temporal mercies from 
the God of his ſalvation, and who is humbly thank- 


ful -to God for every favour that flows through the 
atoning blood and prevalent interceſſion of a dear Re- 
deemer !—T ſay, let not ſuch envy the crowned head, 


or ſceptered hand; for if there be any virtue, or if 


there be any praiſe, if there be any ſerenity of mind, 
if any peace of conſcience, if any honour to God, if 
any fruit to the glory of the Moſt High, it is to be 
found in ſuch a ſoul; and he, with the greateſt pro- 
priety, may be ſaid to think on theſe things. 

At another time, when Providence had been ex- 


.ercifing my faith and patience, till the cupboard was 


quite empty, in anſwer to a ſimple prayer, he ſent one 
of the largeſt hams that I ever ſaw Indeed, I ſaw 
clearly that I had nothing to do but to pray, to ſtudy, 
and preach ; for God took care for. me, and my fa- 
mily alſo, agreeable to his own promiſe, Seek ye firft 


the kingdom of God and his righteouſneſs, and all theſe 


things ſhall be added unto you : and, indeed, I have often 
thought that the reaſon why our dear Lord and Maſ- 
ter gave NO 7nheritance to the Levitical tribe, who per- 
formed the ſanctuary ſervice, was, that they might learn 
to live by faithy and likewiſe to exerciſe and try the 
liberality of the worſhipping tribes. And this appears 


to be the reaſon why the apoſtles were ſent out to 
_ preach without purſe or ſcrip, Certainly, God could 


have ſent them out as rich as the /anhedrim, if he bad 
thought proper but no; he left the blind prieſts 
$54. to 
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to live on the offerings and tithes of the blind led, as 
their por/z6n ; and it is to be feared that was the only 
portion that ſome of them ever had from God. But 
the poor apoſtles were to go out with only a portion 
of grace in their hearts; and where they ſowed thoſe 
ſpiritual things, God opened the hearts of the converts 
to bring forth temporal things to them ; and it often ap- 
peared, that as ſoon as the grace of God had taken , 
the government of a young convert's heart, his tem- 
poral riches appeared at the apelles feet, —Thus the 
goſpel defrayed the expences of the diſpenſers of it; 
and this I believe was intended to try the fincerity of 
the grace of thoſe who were enabled to believe the 
goſpel ; as Paul put ſome of his followers upon a 
like trial, and made liberality one of the touchflones— 
See that you come not behind in this grace alſo, Yea, 
and even our dear Lord and Maſter lived on the alms 
of his followers ; and as ſoon as he was born, the 
eaſtern ſages opened their treaſures, and preſented unto 
him gold, frankincenſe, and myrrh ; and even until his 
erucifixion, he lived on the liberality of his poor fol- 
lowers, who are ſaid fo miniſter to him of their ſuhlancr. 
It is true, Satan offered him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them, upon certain conditions; 
but he refuſed ; chuſing to ſuffer hunger, rather than 
turn flones into bread to pleaſe an accuſing devil. 

At another time, alſo, Providence was pleaſed to 
try me, till I run five-guineas in debt; and after I 
* prayed and waited ſome time for it, a gentleman 
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belonging to the Stamp- ice (a very faithful friend 
to me for many years together, during my ſtate of 
extreme poverty) called upon me, and generouſly 
made me a preſent of five guineas, which payed off 
that debt.—Oh ! the goodneſs of God to thoſe that 
fear his name, and hope in his mercy He even 
ſent a raven to feed the prophet Elijah, when he dwelt 
by the brook Cherith ; and an angel, too, from heaven 
was ſent to bake him a cake on the fire, and bring bim a 
cruſe of water, when he ſlept under the juniper-tree, being 
ꝛdeary, in his road to Horeb—Ariſe and ea?, (ſaid the 
celeſtial gueſt) for the journey is too great for thee, 
1 Kings xix. 7. 
I now began to get exceeding weary of living at 
Thames-Dition, as I did not ſee that God had any thing 
more for me to do there. His word had appeared a 
favour of life unto life to ſome few, and a ſavour of 
death unto death to many, as they were ſo indefatigable 
in oppoſing it. In ſhort, I ſecretly longed to leave 
it, but was determined not to do it, until I faw the 
Lord himſelf open the door ; for when he puts forth 
his own, ſheep, he goes before them. I was fully per- 
funded that I ſhould end my miniſtry in London, and 
had long told a friend in town of it. Another rea- 
ſon for my wanting to quit Ditton was, the bad fate - 
of health that I felt myſelf in, which rendered me 
incapable of ſuch long journies, and ſo much labour. 
But I have generally found God to kindle a deſire in 
my heart after hat which he intended to bring to 
ö pats, 


- 


Ap tun BANE or FAITH: is- 


paſs.— Thus when the time came for Irael to leave 
Egypt, the ſpirit of ſupplication was ſent to make inter- 
ceſſion in many of their hearts, after their deliverance 
from bondage ; and God told Moſes, he had heard the 
groanings of his people Jrael, by reaſon of their taſk-maſe 
ters; and I am come down, ſaid God, to deliver them.— 
And fo it will appear even in this matter when I have 

related it, | 
It came to paſs that I had been to Wooking to 
preach : I came home about twelve o'clock at night, 
and before I could ſhift myſelf, and take care of my 
horſe, it was between one and two. At that time we 
had an infant that was very ill.—I told my dame that 
I would lie alone that night, as the child was ſo very 
reſtleſs, that I was apprehenſive I ſhould get no reſt 
myſelf,. being very weary then ; and having another 
Journey to go the next day, I imagined I ſhould not 
be able to perform it, if I were diſturbed in my reſt. 
- Accordingly 1 went into another bed, and fell into a 
very ſound ſleep; and I dreamed, and behold in my 
dream I thought that I heard the Lord call to me 
with a very ſhrill, diſtinct voice, ſaying, Sin of man! 
ſon of man ! propheſy, ſon of man, propheſy ! I anſwered, 
Lord, what ſhall I propheſy ? The voice came again, 
ſaying, Propheſy upon the thick bouglis. I immediately 
awoke, and felt a comfortable power on my heart, 
and thought the voice ſeemed freſh in my ears ;z—I 
knew not what it meant, nor did I remember ever 
ſeeing any ſuch words as ick bovghs in the bible. 
However, 
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However, I got up immediately, and traced my bible, 
to ſee if I could find theſe words, the thick boughs, 
out ; thinking that if I could find theſe words in the 
bible, I ſhould conclude the dream to be from God. 
I ſoon found the words, and perceived the 7hick boughs 
to be men, Ezek. xxxi. 3. chap. xvii. 23. ; but what 
the command could mean, I could not at that time 
tell, becauſe I was employed in prophecying - on the 
borghs almoſt every day. I went into my dame's 
room, and told her of it; but obſerved, at the ſame 
time, that I could not think what it meant, though 
J certainly ſhould know hereafter, —The next day I 
came to London, and told it to Mr. Byrchmore, the 
tallow-chandler, in Margaret-ſtreet ; adding, that I 
knew there was a myſtery in it, and that, as it was 
from God, it would ſhortly. be revealed to me. 
However, it paſſed on for ſome days intirely hid 
from me, what the meaning could be. But I knew 
the viſion would ſpeak in time; and though it tarried 
ome days, yet I waited for it, Hab. ii. 3. I told 
alſo another friend, Mr. Butler, of jt, who is now one 
of my pew-openers ; but he did not ſeem to like it, 
as he wiſhed me to ſtay at Ditton. 
It fo happened ſhortly after this, that I was taken 
i in, and was obliged to be ſhut up in my room for 
two or three days, during which time I was rumi- 
nating in my own mind the conduct of the people 
at Ditton ; how long I had. preached amongſt them, 
and how unwWearied they had- been 1 in perſecuting the 


goſpel 
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goſpel of Chriſt ; and that though God had cut off 


ſo many of them in their rebellion, yet they were 
ſtill blind both to his mercies and to his judgments, 
As TI had appeared in that place in the mean capacity 
of a coal-heaver, they would not allow themſelves to 
think that God had ſent ſuch an one as me to preach 
to them. I then thought on my infirm ſtate of body, 
and of the many weakneſſes which I laboured under, 
which were brought on me by living abſtemiouſly, 
and by hard labour, and that I was bringing my Jears 
to an end like a tale that is told. 

In ſhort, I ſecretly wiſhed that God would removg * 
me from that place,—It came to paſs, while I was 
muſing in this manner, that it was ſuddenly impreſſed 
on my mind to leave Thames-Ditton, and go and 
take a houſe in London ; and that I ſhould leave theſe. 
little places in the country, and preach in the great 
metropolis, where hearers were more numerous; and 
that this was the meaning of the words that came to 
me in the vifton, ©* Prophecy, ſon of man, prophecyion the 
thick boughs.” Under this impulſe, I found myſelf 
very happy, and was thankful to God for my in- 
tended removal, as it ſeemed ſo plain to be of bim. 
I then told the Lord that they had hated me becauſe 
of my poverty and mean appearance, and theſe words * . 
came to my mind with power, A prophet is not with» 
out honour, ſave in his own country and in his father's 
houſe. And it was farther ſuggeſted to my mind, 
that God had permitted them lately to perſecute me 
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more 
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more than uſual, that they might wholly drive the 
poſpel from them ; and I much queſtion if ever God 
ſends his word there again.—I then ſent for a friend 
of mine, one Mr. Felton, and informed him of it; 
and he ſaid he thought me juſtifiable in leaving the 
place, and mentioned the before-cited paſſage, viz. 
Chriſt teſtified that a prophet had no honour in his own 
country. —1I then took my horſe, and rode to London, 
and informed ſome friends of it; every one of whom 
approved of my reſolution.— I accordingly took a 
houſe, and ſoon after ordered two carts from Lon- 
don to bring my houſhold furniture from Ditton. 
As there remained five years of the term unexpired 
of the leaſe of the houſe I was going to leave, I 
thought in my own mind that I was taking a 
ſtrange ſtep in leaving a houſe that I could not let. 
I now thought it would lie on my hands—that the 
coppers and other fixtures which I bought muſt be 
left behind, as they would be uſeleſs where I was 
going—that the money which I had laid out in plant- 
ing my garden was all ſunk—this money, too, I now 
wanted for various uſes. But my mosr BLESSED 
BAN KER provided againſt this burden alſo ; for it 
came to paſs, juſt as I had loaded my goods, that a 
perſon came and aſked me if I had let my houſe; I 
told him, no; upon which he replied, © I will take 
te it of you, and buy your fixtures, and your trees, 
* and the garden crop alſo.” In ſhort, my landlord 


accepted of him for his tenant, the leaſe was aſſigned 
s Over 
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over to him, the fixtures and plants appraiſed, the 
money paid down, the keys delivered up, and all was 
ſettled to my with, and beyond all expectation. 

Thus far my viſion appeared true. The next thing 


I had to obſerve was, whether the boughs were thick, 


or not; becauſe the viſion was, Son of man, propheſy 
among the thick boughs.—T believe that part of the vi- 
ſion will be fulfilled, though all the world oppoſe it; 
and having opened a larger chapel ſeems till to con- 
firm it more and more; and TI have not a ſingle doubt 
but the boughs will be as thick in it as the words ex- 
preſſed it, and that I ſhall prophecy among them. 
When I firſt began to open my mouth for the Lord, 
the maſter for whom I carried coals was rather diſ- 
pleaſed at it, which I do not wonder at, as he was an 
Arminian of the Arminians, or a phariſee of the plari- 
fees. I told him, however, that I ſhould propheſy 
before thouſands, before I died ; and ſoon after the 
doors began to. be opened, to receive my meſſage.— 


When this appeared, and I had left the flaviſh em- 


ployment of coal-carrying, others objected to ſuch a 
fellow as me taking upon me the office of a miniſter ; 
the anſwer was, Let him alone; I once heard him 
* ſay that he ſhould propheſy before thouſands be- 
& fore he died; let us ſee (ſays he) whether this 


e prophecy comes to paſs, or not.” He had, as 1 
ſuppoſe, that paſſage in view, mentioned by Moſes, 


And if thou ſay in thine heart, How ſhall I knozo the word 
zphich the Lord hath not ſpokey ® When a prophet ſpeaks 
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in the name of the Lord, if the thing follow not, nor come 
to paſs, that is the thing which the Lord hath not ſpoken, 
but the prophet hath ſpoken it prefumptuoyſy : thou ſhalt 
not be afraid of him. 

However, they very ſhortly ſaw it come to paſs, 
and that in a very extraordinary manner ; for God 
opened four doors for me preſently, and in a very 
little time brought me to preach out of doors. 

At my firſt beginning to ſpeak in public, many 
profeſſors and poſſeſſors of grace oppoſed me, as well 
as the world; ſome from a principle of jealouſy, others 
from a principle of love, fearing that I ſhould rum be- 
| fore Twas ſent ; but they knew not the impulſe that I 
was under. Of their oppoſitions to me, however, I 
often complained to God in prayer, telling him that 
I expected ſome degree of ſupport and encourage- 
ment from his own children ; but inftead of that, I 
had nothing but oppoſition, and a weakening of my 
hands ;—indeed ſome kept themſelves at a diſtance 
from, have contradicted, me at times, and behaved 
quite inſolent to me. In anſwer to theſe petitions, 
the Lord applied theſe words to my heart, and gave 
me a ſtrong faith in them; A man's gift maketh room 

or him, and bringeth him before great men, Prov. xviii. 
16. At length I was led to ſee that I muſt be wean- 
ed from the arm of the church, as well fs from the 
arm-of the world; and theſe words confirmed me in 


it, Truft ye not in a friend, put ye no confidence in a guide: 


keep the doors of thy mouth from her that lieth in thy bo- 
| 4 ts ; om, 
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ſom, Mic. vii. 5,—The bef of them is as a brier, the moſt 
upright is ſharper than a thorn beage, ver, 4. 


God took an effectual method to convince theſe 
laſt of his having called me to the work of the mi- 


niſtry ; for it fo happened, that a certain profeſſor 


had engaged a miniſter to come from London, and 


preach out of doors, at Moulſey, on the Lord's- day 
morning. This was publiſhed at our meetings; and 


as I had never heard a ſermon out of doors, I was 


determined to go. As he was to preach ſo early as 
fix o'clock in the morning, I could hear. him without 
encroaching upon thoſe hours in which our little 
ehurch met. About three o'clock on the Lord's day 
morning J aroſe ; but as ſoon as I was out of my bed, 
(pleaſing myſelf at the thoughts of hearing a ſermon, 
and having an opportunity of trying my doctrine by 
the ſtandard of a London preacher) there came a 
voice to me with power, which I both heard and felt, 
ſaying, © You muſt preach out of doors to-day, and 
« you muſt preach from this text, Go therefore into 
e the highways, and as many as ye find bid to the mar- 
c riage,” Matt. xxii. 9. I was much amazed at this 
fudden impulſe ; yet I thought it was from God.— 


If, however, I ever mentioned any thing of this fort 


to ſome people, they generally called it a deluſion; 
but notwithſtanding this, God generally ſnewed me 


any, experimental knowledge of God. 
e 


aſterwards, that they themſelves had but little, if 
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I ſhall now relate every circumſtance of this extra- 
ordinary affair, and leave the unprejudiced to judge 
whether it was from God, or whether it was from 
'Satan.—l fat down to look out the text, but could 
not find it: I then got up, and went to a friend about 
two miles off, who I knew had a little concordance. 
I called him up, and aſked him to look me out ſuch 
a text, which he accordingly did: I turned it down, 
put my bible into my pocket, and went with him to 
hear the gentleman that was to come from London. 
When we came to the place, I ſaw there were a great 
many people gathered together, and the table was 
ſet for the preacher to ſtand on, but behold he never 
came; ſo we waited till ſeven o'clock, and then every 
one of thoſe who had oppoſed me begged me to get 
up and preach.—I could not but admire the divine 
conduct in this matter, as thoſe who oppoſed me 
(ſome, becauſe my language was bad—others, be- 
cauſe they thought they had more underſtanding in 
the word than I had others, becauſe I was but a babe 
in grace, and they of longer ſtanding) were the very 
people who invited me to preach. But here the 
cauſe of God was at ſtake, and there was now 10 anſever 
in the mouth of any of thoſe who had oppoſed me ; there- 
fore they forced that perſon up, whom they before 
had tried, by their conduct, to pull down; ſo I com- 
plied with their requeſt, and went trembling up to 
my ſtation.— As ſoon, however, as my heart began 
to get warm in the cauſe, all my fear left me.— I now 

delivered 
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delivered my meſſage from 'the text God gave me, 
and he was with me in the work. Then it was that 
ſome were ready to cry Hoſanna ! however, they had 


ſo battered me about, that neither their applauſe 


nor their diſapprobation had any weight with me. 
J have often thought of thoſe words ſpoken by Eli- 
phaz to Job, Call now, if there be any that will anſwer 
thee ; and to which of the ſaints wilt thou turn? Job 
v. 1,—Turn! turn to none but God; for if the 


moſt upright among men is but as a briar, and ſharper than ' 


a thorn hedge, we have no reaſon, like Abraham's ram, 
to hang our horns in a buſh, leſt we fall a ſacrifice, — 
Ceaſe from man, whoſe breath is in his noſtrils, (ſays the 
Almighty) for wherein is he to be accounted of *—But 
there was a young widow who came to hear me preach 


that firſt ſermon ; and Providence opened her heart, 


ſo that ſhe attended to the things ſpoken by the coal- 
beaver, and heard the goſpel conſtantly afterward ; 
but at laſt ſhe was ſeized with moſt violent convic- 
tions, and was obliged to leave her place, and go 
home to Eſher wworkhouſe, where a doctor was ſent for, 
to lay a blifter on her head, which is not a very pro- 
per remedy to draw out the bane of guilt, where the 
ſting of death has ſo fatally envenomed the conſcience, 
At times they found her quite delirious, and then the 
called earneſtly on the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ;—they then 
ſhook her, abuſed her for praying, and declared her 
mad; and when they found ſhe had been among the 
Methodiſts, it was eafily accounted for; therefore they 
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handled her accordingly. . But when ſhe got a little 
better, ſhe ſent for me to come and pray by her, 
which I accordingly did; and then ſhe told me of 
their cruel uſage to her. I then ſpoke to my wife 
about i it, and we borrowed a bed, and got her home 
to our houſe :—my dame nurſed her body, and 1 
tried to nurſe her ſoul, and ſoon after ſhe got well in 
bady, and happy in mind. Then ſhe went and took 
a lodging, and worked for her bread, and continued 
to fit under my miniſtry for about fix years. At laſt 
ſhe fell into a deep decline, and ſoon took to her bed; 
and for two or three days before her death, the was 
violently” tempted and diſtreſſed, even beyond mea- 
ſure. After this, ſhe came forth from that dark aloud, 
and ſhined like the rifing ſun, and continued in theſe 
blefſed rays of glory, till ſhe cloſed her eyes in death, 
and launched forth into eternity in all the triumph 
of a goſpel l K. 8 and there is the end of that 
myſtery.— The woman's name was Simmons. One of 
the men who forced me up to deliver that ſermon 
was Mr. Buller, one of the peu penera now at Pro- 
vidence . 

Before I proceed, I will give my reader a an account 
of another providence, which is this; a perſon came 
from Richmond to hear me preach at Ditton, and 
when he went back, he informed ſeveral perſons that 
he approved of my miniſtry. They accordingly ſent 
me an invitation to come over to Richmond, and help 
them, but I refuſed to 80; : however, they ſent for me 


3k | a ſe- 


„ a — — 


queſt, I went agai 
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a ſecond time, but I again refuſed it; at laſt they 


came to the ſbve-makey that I then worked for, and he 


compelled me to go; but not to preach in the cha- 
pel, but in a houſe that was licenſed. I went very 
reluctantly indeed ; but when I came there, I found 


the Lord's AE es with me; ſo, at their re- 
| n the Tueſday following. Soon 
after, I found that I had done wrong in going there, 


though God had been powerfully with me; for it 


came to paſs that tidings had been carried to London, 


and had reached the ears of two profeſſing gentlemen, 


who were the managers of Richmond chapel. This 


cauſed them to come down to Richmond, t make 


inquiſition whether any coal-heaver had ever thus 


preſumed to do to preach the goſpel to thoſe poor 


ſouls who had aſked me. Upon enquiry the thing 
was found to be certain, and the tidings (which had been 
carried) were true; ſo the man and woman, at whoſe 
houſe 1 had preached, received a vety ſharp repri- - 


mand, and were threatened alſo with the penal ſum 
of fifty pounds, for letting me preach in their houſe, 


becauſe I was not at that time properly licenſed, — 
Soon after this, a day was appointed for preaching - 
and prayer at Richmond Chapel, and a dinner ordered 
at an inn for all the congregation that choſe to dine 


there, and pay for it. Two minifters were appointed 


to preach on that occafion—after the commandments of 
men, and not after Chrift ; and an old gentleman took 


his text out of the As, and preached from theſe 


- 


I 2 * "<4 | 
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words, And when Barnabas ſaw the grace of God, he was 
glad, &c.— There was nothing in all the text agfinſt © 
my preaching at Richmond, for I was as glad to ſee _-\ 
the grace of God as ever Barnabas was; but he turn- 
ed his text into a noſe of wax, in order to make it fit 


- 


my face ; and told the people might readily ſup- 
poſe that Barnabas had his credentials, or credential ler- 
ters, from the elders that were at Jeriſalem; and ſo 
out of that ſuppoſition, he ſpun a cat-0'-nine-tails to 
laſh me with—a man whom he had never ſeen. But 
where I was to go for credentials, I knew not ; if he 
had required credentials from God, I conld have 
ſhewed them to him. I think if I had been there, I 
ſhould have aſked him whether that ſermon had been 
from heaven, er of nen; however, at the long-run it 
appeared to be of men, becauſe it came to nought.— 
Theſe things wonderfully diſtrefſed and puzzled me; 
firſt, becauſe the people ſent three times after me, 
before I would go at all; and ſecondly, the preſence 
and power of God ſeemed ſo viftble, to my comfort, 
and the comfort of thoſe that heard me; and yet 
'this puzzled me, that theſe great men, who were 
called Chriſtians, ſhould oppoſe me ſo much. The 
people, however, determined to hear me; and I ge- 
* nerally found God with me in the work, notwith- 
ſtanding of which I always went reluctantly. In this 
= matter, I ſet off to an arm of fleſh for counſel; though 
= the preſence of God was counſel ſufficient, if I had 
been wiſe enough to have reſted on it. However, I 
* VOSS | Was 
. . 
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was not as yet weaned from an arm of fleſh ; ; there- 
fore I went to oft council at Abel, and {6 hoped to end the 
matter. The counſel I received from the good man I 
went to (after I had related the whole circumſtance 
to him) was, that I ſhould ſtay away from preaching 
there, as it gave offence to ſome great men; ſo I took 
this advice, and came home much eaſed in my mind, 
and glad that eould ſo get my neck out of the yoke, 
But when the Tueſday following arrived, being the 
day on which I was appointed to preach at Rich- 
mond, I found the broken reed on which my fooliſh 
ſoul had reſted, began to give way, and I ſunk again 
into all my diſtreſſes. Then it came on my mind, 
how that God had comforted me in the work ; and 
if the ſupporting arm and comforting preſence of 
God, are not a ſufficient teſtimony of God's appro- 
bation, we are not likely to get one from man,—I . 
ſtill doubted, - however, whether I ſhould not offend 
God by truſting to this human counſel; for I thought 
if God had called me to preach at Richmond, and 
I ſhould ſtay away when the little flock expected me, 
I ſhould much offend the righteous Majeſty of hea- 
ven, and be diſobedient to the heavenly call; and if 
it was wrong for me to go, I could appeal to God I 
had no defire for it. As to ſelfiſh views, I had none; 
for one night they collected a parcel of money for 
me, knowing how poor I was, and how much I had 
* ſuffered in the work; and they thruſt the money into 


my pocket by force, when I refuſed it; but even 
I 3 after, 
. 
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after this, I threw it upon the floor, and infiſted on 
no more than eighteen-pence for my trouble, in going 
from Ditton to Richmond to preach, It now came 
ſuddenly into my mind, to go and lay this matter be- 
fore my bleſſed Lord and Maſter, who never diſap- 
pointed nor deceived me in his counſel. © I therefore 
left my cobbling, and went into my chamber, and 
prayed in the following manner; Oh God, my Sa- 
& viour and dear Redeemer, thou knoweſt J have 
c no deſire to go and preach at Richmond; but the 
ec people came after me ſeveral times. If thou haſt 
any thing to do there by my means, incline my 

* heart to go, let who will oppoſe it; but if not, 
* let not thy ſervant preſume, as my heart Bas no 
e defire to go there: and as I would' not offend thy 
8 Majeſty, either by going or ſtaying, I beſeech thee 
* to convince me by the firſt ſcripture that occurs to 
« my mind. Oh Lord, reveal thy mind and will to 
&« me in this particular, and let me not offend thee, 
ce ag I am willing to obey thy voice, if thou art 
& pleaſed to make it known to me. Amen,” 

As ſoon as I had got from my knees, theſe words 
came with power to my mind, Be not weary in wwell- 
doing, for in due time ye ſhdll reap, if ye faint not, This 
gave me ſome cbmfort; but when I went and ſat 
down to my cobbling again, T began to reaſon thus ; 
& Be not weary in well- doing true: if it is diſpleafing 
& to God for me to go to Richmond, then it would 
e be well doing to * at home; and if it be diſ- 
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* pleaſing to God for me to ſtay at home, then it 
* would be well-doing for me to go and preach at 
60 Richmond : * fo, like Gideon, I tried the fleece 
once more, and faid to myſelf, that if God ſhould 
give mea text, and a ſermon on it, I ſhould think 
it was from him, and that J had a juſt right to carry 
God's s meſſage. I had no ſooner made this a crite- 
rion, than theſe words came with power and under- 
ſtanding, And his brightneſs was as the light ; he had | 
12 dit of his handy and there was the biding of 
his power, Hab. iii. 374. The ad and 3d verſes of 
the 3 3d chapter of Deuteronomy, I found was a key 
to this text. I therefore got up and went, and was 
determined to deliver that meſſage there at that time 
only, and then to inform them that I would came 
chere no more. But before I began to preach, I 
| earneſtly begged. of God to comfort the people 
greatly, f if he approved of my preaching to them; 
but if not, that he would ſend them away dejected, 
and ſhut me up, till I had little or nothing to ſay 0 
them. In that night God bleſſed us wonderfully ; 
and when y had done, I heſitated whether I ould 
inform them of my intention of not coming again, 
as it ſo offended the managers. But theſe words came 
to my mind; Ard he ſaid unto them, The kings of the | 
Gentiles exerciſe lordſhip ver them, and they that exerciſe 
authority upon them are called benefaftors. But ye l 


mt be ſo : but he that is greateſt among You, let him be as 
14 the 
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the Younger 3 and he that is chief, as he that doth ſerve, 


Luke xxii. 25, 26. Faving received theſe words, 
I publiſhed myſelf to preach. there again the next 
Tueſday; and was fully convinced, that no proprietor 
of a building had any warrant from God, to keep a. 
goſpel meſſage from the ears and hearts of God's chil- 
dren, unleſs they can prove their meſſenger either 


erroneous or wicked, which they could not do, * they 


had neither ever ſeen or heard me. | 

After I had preached there a few times, it came 
to paſs one evening, when I had finiſhed my ſermon, 
that a perſon came to me, to inform me that a wo- 
man (who was lately taken very ill, and Was appa- 
rently near death) deſired to ſee me, I accordingly 
went; and when I came to her bed-fide, I aſked het 
if the had ſent for me; ſhe replied, Jes. I aſked 
her what ſhe ſent for me to do; he ſaid, to pray by 
her. I aſked her what I was to pray for—that ſhe 
might be raiſed up again? ſhe replied, N o; pray 
« God to give me reſignation 4 to bis will, and that 


e may not depart from me.” I aſked her if ſhe 


was ſure the Lord was with her; ſhe ſaid, Yes, 1 


aſked how ſhe came by the knowledge of God's com- 


fortable preſence ; the told me ſhe was a native of 
Seotland, and had heard the goſpel from her youth, 
but ſhe had not long known the power of it.— She 
ſhe had often heard people in Scotland ſpeak 

of their comforts, and peace, but ſhe uſed to enyy them 

| p77 3 0 
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for it, and at other times ſhe thought. they talked 5 
nonſenſe ; but ſhe ſtill found a ſecret want of ſome- 
thing, which ſhe had long ſought ; and the told me 
ſhe had never found that power, until I preached the 
ſermon from a text in Habbakuk—be bad horns cum. 
ing out of his hands, and there was the hiding e 
— under that diſcourſe (faid ſhe) the Spirit of 
7 Power came to me. My huſband is a ftone-maſon, 
* and is gone to Ireland, to be the foreman of a 
« very y large building there, and I am in time to g0 
« after him, if God ſpares my life; but as my good 
ge man has left me for a time, the Almighty j is come 
&« in his room,” She now gave me a very ſweet ac- 
count of the operations af the Holy Ghoſt, and of 
the precious liberty which he proclaimed by the re- 
velation and application of Chriſt crucified to her 
underſtanding, mind, and conſcience. Theſe tidings 
made my bowels yearn, as I could call-to remem- 
brance the ſoul-travail I had been exerciſed. with on 
that day that the text was brought to my mind, and 
the bleſſed myſtery that was opened to me in it; a8 
alſo God's goodneſs in accompanying it with ſuch 
power to her ſoul, and now to lay her on a fick bed, that 
ſhe might ſend for me, to- inform me that I had not 
preached nor travelled in vain,—Oh ! the converſion 
of ſuch ſouls are greater riches to me, than all the trea> 
+ ſures of Egypt /—God in mercy ſoon after raiſed her 
up again, and ſhe attended my miniſtry for about two. 
years, and- appeared a E amiable Chriſtian. She 
| always 
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always ſat with her head dren, and heard' with all the 
attention imaginable ; and when ſhe had got her por- 
tion, like Hannah, ſhe would ſet off, without either 
looking or ſpeaking to any body, as if ſhe ſuſpected 
every one that ſpoke to her to be a robber of her 
conſcience. Indeed ſhe was no bafard—ſhe was my 
own daughter—ſhe loved a private religion, that lay 
between Chrift grucified and her own conſtience, and I 
believe the kept her day-book very Pe 
name is Stuart. 
She has now been at Barron's Court, in Ireland, 

about four years, a place where there is no gol) bel 
preached; yet ſhe correſponds with her pious friends 
at Richmond, ſtill ſtands faſt in the faith of Chriſt, 
and is ſhortly expected in England. 

May God land them ſafe on the coaſt of our Ifrael; 
and at laſt on the ſhore of that land which is vrry far 
. The converſion of this woman ſeemed to me 
ſuch a teſtimony from God, that it confirmed me 
more in my call to preach at Richmond, than the 
teſtimony of all the divines in Britain would' have 
done; for if te receive the witneſs of man, the witneſs 

of God is greater. I hope never to deſpiſe the former, | 
but chuſe to ſtick cloſe by the latter. This con- 
verfion appeared ſtill more conſpicuous, as her head 
was well ſtocked with goſpel notions; and I have 
often” found thoſe whoſe judgments were furniſhed 7 i 


with evangelical creeds, to be the forwardeſt to lavgh 
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at thoſe, who enforced and —_— on the Rar 
work on the ſoul. 

1 ſhall now return to my ſubject, which was rela- 
tive to my leaving Ditton, and uns to ſettle in 


London. 


9 Lid : 


After having ſeen ſo much of the viſion fulfilted; | 
I-now began to watch and fee if I could diſoern this 
part of the words verified, which was the thick bug 
I knew®*bick' bouphs i in Ezekiel's s prophecy meant fins 


ners, and 


the ' boughs of the palm- tree in the Song of 


Solomon meant ſaints ; therefore, if I could ſee my 
miniſtry well attended, either with finners or faints, 


Odd. | 
After I had aa in London, Found 
our chapel in Margaret'ſtreet was open to every ers 
roneous preacher.—This flirred up the hearts of my 
hearers to Iook out for another place for, me, and 


very 1 


for „ * 


I 


us a Fo 


the whole viſion would apa widely to be from 
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larger chapel was propoſed 8 b * built; 


This fill afpeared to pave the way more and more 


ent of the words brought to my mind, 
thick boughs.—The chapel was ſoon 
e good hand of our God was with 
work, to our comfort. But when it was 
x the ſtrong oppoſition it would meet 
every quarter.—This at firſt rather ſur- 
but ſoon after, theſe words came on my 


i on rhieſe Gard and gathered much cer to 


my - 


* + 
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my ſoul from the conſideration of its being oppoſed ; 
for J have ever obſerved, that when a work has appear- 
ed to be of God, it has generally met with the greateſt 
oppoſition ; and when a cauſe flouriſhes in the face 
of many oppoſers, it appears ſtill plainer to be God's 
work ;—the fewer human props there are to ſupport 
the ark, the clearer God's hand is ſeen in it; for | 
then God appears to work, and none can ler it, though | 
they try at it: In this way God endears himſelf to the | 
inſtrument he employs, weans that inſtrument from 
the creature, and ſecures all the glory to himſelf, — 
I have often thought that if Martin Luther, John 
Bunyan, or George Whitefield, had been alive in my 
days, they would rather have invited me than ſhut 
me out of their pulpits.—I believe I ſhall ſtill pro- 
pheſy on the zbick boughs ; and according to my faith, 
Jo-it will be nta me. have found my very ſoul at 
times melted down with gratitude at.the goodneſs of 
God, , io unworthy à creature as myſelf, when 1 
have heard that ſeveral good people in London have 
aſked great men, employed under God, to let me preach N. 
in their pulpits, as Margaret: treet Chapel was too ſmall ' 
for me; but this favour could not be granted: mt * 
lar to the caſe of poor ſore-eyed Leah, who ſaid, *;the * 
* Lord ſaw that I was deſpiſed,” therefore he gave 
me a large chapel to myſelf ; and I have now reaſon 


3 


to conclude with her, that God hath endowed me with 

a good dowry of ſpiritual children ; and theſe ſpate ſheep 

all be for mine hire, when they ſhall appear before the 

"rg: LN Lord; 
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Lord ; ſo ful ite righteouſneſs which 7 have n 


fever for me. 


I will now inform my reader.of the kind Noth 
dence of my God at the time of building the chapel, 
which I named Proviptexcs CRAEL; and alſo 
mention a few freewill-offerings which the people 
offered. 

They firſt offered about eleven pounds, and laid it 
on the foundation at the beginning of the building. ' 
Another good gentleman, whom I had little acquaint- 
ance with, and of whom I bought a carriage of nin. 
der, ſent it me in, with a bill and receipt in full, as 
a preſent to the Chapel of Providence. Another good 
man came to me with tears in his eyes, and bleſſed 
me, and defired to paint my pulpit, deſk, &c. &c, 
as a preſent to the chapel.— Another perſon gave half 
a dozen of chairs for the veſtry; and my friends 
Mr. and Mrs. Lyon furniſhed me with a tea-cheſft, 
zell flored, and a ſet of china, —My good friends, Mr. 
and Mrs. Smith, furniſhed me with a very handſome 


bed, bedflead, and all its furniture and neceſſaries, that | 


I might not be under the neceffity of walking home 
in the cold winter nights.—Another perſon, too, à 


daughter of mine in the faith, gave me a looking-glaſs 


for my chapel fludy,—Another friend gave me my pul- 
pit-cuſbion, and a book-caſe for my fudy.— Another gave 
me a book-caſe for the vgftry.— And my good friend 


Mr. E ſeemed to level all his diſpleaſute at ue 
devil 7 
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devil; for he was in hopes I ſhould be enabled, we 
the gracious arm of the Lord, to cut Rabab in pieces; 
therefore he furniſhed me with a ſword of the ſpirit— 
a new. bible, with Morocco binding, and filver claſps. 
Perhaps, too, he had his eye fixed on the rams' horns 
and filver trumpets, which ſounded the deſtruction of 
Jericho; which ſome fay typified two ſorts of mi- 
niſters, namely, the illiterate and the learned; the illi- 
terate were repreſented by the rams horns, and the 


learned by the filver trumpets; — ſo, according to this, 


our bleſſed Lord, zwho ſpake as never man ſpake, and all 
his apoſtles, are jumbled in among the rams horns. 
But I think as a ram's horn has a,very. rough, unpleaſe 
ing ſound, it rather typified the miniſtry under 
the lav, where ſo many rams were offered; and the 
filver trumpets having a more plegſing ſound, held forth 
the evangelical miniſtry under the diſpenfation of the 
Spirit; which exceeds the old ceconomy in glory, as 
much as the ſound of a /ilver trumpet does that of a 
ram's horn. The Revelation of St. John holds forth 
every ſound from the death of Chriſt to the general 
judgment, to be by ſeven trumpets, not horns.— 
I think we may ſpeak thus without offering any vio- 
| lence to the ſcriptures, and without attempting to 
nurſe the pride of ſcholars. 

A certain gentleman ſome time ago preached from 
Pharaoh's viſion of the ſeven fat and ſeven lean kine— 
The bean kine he made out to be poor, mean, illiterate 


* and as he bad 3 you many rich, dreſſy peo- 
| ple 
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ple under him, he made out the fat kine and el fa- 
voured, to hold forth the rich, honourable, and 
learned of the earth. I read that the Jean kine ate 
up the fat ones; and God fays, it is the rich tha 
grind the face of the poor, and eat up his people as they 
would eat bread ; but I never read in all the Bible that 
the poor ate up the rich; for I think every poor man 
in England will hold with me in this particular, that 
the rich are agreed to keep that perſon poor who is 
poor. But I ſhall return to my ſubject, and leave 
theſe men-pleaſers to themſelves, 
I have yet to ſpeak on the behalf of Pia 
which was ſo conſpicuous in furniſhing me with money 
neceſſary for dal g the chapel.—I never went to 
one perſon to —.— money for the building, that 
2 ever denied me: God ſo opened their hearts, that I 
g was amazed at his providence and their kindneſs to- 
wards me. And as for my friend Mr. Lloyd, in his 
cheap way of going to work, I believe he ſaved me zoo 
or three hundred pounds at leaſt ; which I ſhould not 
ER deſired him-to have done, had I been a man of 
property; for I think it is the duty of every man, who 
is able, to encourage trade, as trade is the firength of 
a nation; and it appears to me, that thoſe, who make 
it their bufineſs to ſhake that pillar, are ſure to pus ? 
down the houſe about their own ears. 


Now, reader, I muſt conclude, —I might have old 


thee of the providences of God which have appeared 
ü to 
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*$ GOD, rus POOR MAN's GUARDIAN: 


to me when I built the little chapels in the country ; 
but time would fail me to tell thee of all the goodneſs of 
God to his poor unworthy ſervant. I truſt therefore 
my friends will pardon me for expofing their libe- 
ality, as I believe I have wrote it to the honour of 
their Covenant-Father, and with a deſire to encourage 
the faith of our poor brethren. 


May God attend it with his bleſſing, and follow 


my readers with the hand-baſket portion, if they ſtand 
in need thereof. 

Before I conclude, I muſt confeſs that J have a 
defire to write a little treatiſe upon my converſion to 
the faith of Chriſt; and to this end there will be a 
fubſcription-book opened for it at the veſtry of Pro- 
vidence Chapel, for any ſubſcriber that chuſes to put 


his name down. No money will be required till the 


book is delivered. The price will be One Shilling, — 
J will put it in the preſs as ſoon as three hundred per- 


ſons have ſubſcribed There are thirty- one have ſub- 


ſcribed at Richmond already. A lift of the ſub- 


ſeribers names will be printed in the book; and 1 


believe the title of the work will be, TRE KINGDOM 
of HEAVEN TAKEN BY PRAYER, | 

Until I viſit thee; courteous reader, in the intended 
fiege, I ſhall take my leave of thee; wiſhing thee every 
bleffing both of the upper and of the nether ſprings 5 
while I remain, 
| Thy willing es at command. 

9 N62 for Chriſt's fake, 

| W. H. 
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